
SUNDAY SERVICES
In-person and live streaming
at 9:00 am and 11:00 am

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Love)
December 20, 2020

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
December 27, 2020

(11:00 am service only)

Former Pastor, Jim Wooten, To Present 
A Dramatic Monologue On December 27

On Sunday, December 27, we will have only one worship 
service at 11:00 am, and no Sunday School.  Those who 
will be worshiping with us in person are invited to dress 
casually.  Child care will be provided for preschoolers.  
Children, youth, and adults are encouraged to join us 
for a very special service of  worship.

Jim Wooten, our former pastor, will be with us to present 
a dramatic monologue entitled “The Innkeeper.”  You 
will not want to miss this service.  Jim served our church 
for twenty-one years, the longest tenure of  any of  our 
pastors, before leaving Greenville in 2008 to become 
the senior pastor of  The Baptist Church of  Beaufort.  
Now retired, he and his wife, Becky, have come back 
home to Greenville.      

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

CHRISTMAS EVE GATHERING
Brief, in-person gathering at 5:00 pm outside on and 
around the front steps of  the Sanctuary. (weather 
permitting)

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP VIDEO
A special online Christmas Eve service with pre-recorded 
and newly recorded music, readings, communion and 
devotional.  The link to this worship service will be 
available on our web site and YouTube channel.

CHRISTMAS BONFIRE
Tuesday, December 22

Home of  Danny and Linda Ard

Since we had a great turnout for our Thanksgiving 
bonfire, we’re planning a similar gathering for Christmas!  
Join us on Tuesday, December 22, for carols, hayrides, 
s’mores, hot chocolate and cider.  We will gather for 
carols and a devotion at 6:00 pm but you are welcome 
to arrive anytime between 4:00 and 5:30 pm.  If  you 
would like to caravan, meet us at the church at 3:30 pm.  

We want to thank Danny and Linda Ard for sharing 
their beautiful property with us!  Their home is located 
at 486 Edinburgh Lane, Easley.  If  you plan to attend, 
please RSVP to Lucy at lucy@esbcgreenville.org.  We 
look forward to seeing you there!



IN MEMORIAM
JO PARKETON

July 13, 1927 - December 11, 2020

KEN RICE
October 2, 1926 - December 12, 2020

Sunday, December 20
Fourth Sunday in Advent (Love)

Music: Betsy Fee, violin; Debbie Blume, piano
Prelude: Love Came Down at Christmas 
Duet: The First Noel
Postlude: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Solo: Overshadowed by Stephen Clyborne
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38
Sermon: “Overshadowed” by Stephen Clyborne

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

BUDGET REPORT
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$59,877
Budget Requirements to Date ...........................$1,411,400
Budget Gifts to Date .........................................$1,381,915

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Lee Bradford     Miles Rizzo

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING
FOR INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

Church Goal - $20,000
Received to date - $9,821

Still needed - $10,179

F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e
     As some of  you know, I struggle 
with feelings of  inadequacy during 
“normal” times, and with good reason.  
But I have never felt more inadequate 
as I have felt in the last nine months.  

During these unsettling times, I have found myself  coming 
back to God’s words to Paul: “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is made perfect in weakness,” and Paul’s 
words to the Corinthians: “Whenever I am weak, then I am 
strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10b).
  Over the last several months, the way God has 
strengthened me is through so many of  you.  At just the 
moment when I was about to give up, I would invariably 
receive an encouraging note from one of  you.  At precisely 
the time when I did not think I could find the strength to 
keep on keeping on, one of  you would send me an email 
to encourage me.  When I was down, one of  you sent me 
a text message to pick me up.  It never failed.  
    So often, the way God strengthens us is through other 
people.  I could never thank you enough for the support 
you have given me during these strange times, and I have 
never been more aware of  my need for your prayers.  And 
what you have done for me you have done for our other 
staff  ministers as well.  We are so blessed to be able to 
serve such a  loving congregation.
     I just want you to know that I want to do for you what 
you have done for me.  So if  there is a way I can pray for 
you, encourage you, listen to you, and walk alongside you, I 
hope you will always feel free to call on me.  I always want 
to be as available and supportive as you have been to me.  

From the Minister From the Minister 
Of AdministrationOf Administration

Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
We are continuing to receive pledge cards supporting our 
church budget for next year.  Currently our congregation 
has pledged 48% of  the 2021 budget.   The link to our 
electronic pledge card will remain active until the end of  
this year.  You may complete your pledge card there using 
this link.  Or if  you are attending worship in person on 
Sunday mornings, you may bring your completed pledge 
card with you and place it in the offering plate.

We realize that planning for 2021 is difficult for all of  us 
in so many ways.  We appreciate your continued prayerful 
support of  our church. 

2020 GIVING CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions coming through the postal mail must be 
postmarked by Thursday, December 31, 2020 to qualify 
for a 2020 contribution.  The church office will be open 
on that Thursday to accept your contributions from 8:30 
am – 5:00 pm.  You may also give online by visiting our 
web site at www.esbcgreenville.org.  Online gifts received 
before 12:00 am on Friday, January 1, 2021 will qualify for 
2020 contributions.  



CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM THAILAND
This week I received a sweet and meaningful Christmas 
greeting from House of  Blessing, one of  our mission 
partners in Thailand. We visited House of  Blessing 
when we visited Thailand on our mission trip a couple 
of  years ago, and we have continued to support them 
– even during the pandemic – thanks to the generous 
contributions of  the ESBC family. Please enjoy the letter 
and the photo (on the next page of  the newsletter), and 
please continue to pray for House of  Blessing and all of  
our mission partners during this season and throughout 
the year.

Dear Pastor Chuck,

Thank you for your support and prayers for us.

The Prison Ministry continues to visit and conduct 
seminars in the prisons. Also doing Christmas evangelism 
in some prisons that are open to us.

God is good that He has given us the favor to go to the 
prisons not just only in Bangkok but in other provinces. 
Though we are quite busy, we have time to communicate 
and encourage one another. We don't allow our busyness 
to hinder us.

The children are all studying because Christmas here is 
an ordinary day so they go to school on a regular basis. 
But they have exchanged gifts for New Year. There are 
more than 50 students here and the school just opened 
last December 1. Since they started late (July) the break is 
just only 2 weeks not one month.
Anyway it is better to go to school than to stay here. The 
COVID here is controlled so we don't have to worry but 
just be careful enough to wear a mask and practice social 
distancing.

We have regular Church service and the members are 
coming regularly every Sunday. Thank you for your 
support and prayers for us. Hope you can visit us again.

I attached the House of  Blessing Christmas card for you 
to see. I hope you like it and reminded you to pray for us. 
Thanks again.

Blessings,
Nelda

From the Associate PastorFrom the Associate Pastor
Chuck Emory (ext. 203) – chuck@ESBCgreenville.org

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Preschool Choir, Music Makers Choir, and Young 
Musicians—Thank you so much to those who 
participated in our virtual choirs this fall. The Young 
Musicians video will be included in the online Christmas 
Eve service.  We will take a break for a few weeks. I 
want to say a special thanks to Rebecca Keck, Rosemary 
Cureton, and Debbie Blume for leading these choirs and 
making all of  this possible. Thank you so much!

Earle Street Ringers—Thanks to all of  you for being 
so flexible and willing to try new things in this strange 
year!  All of  you played so beautifully, and you made our 
worship special. We will take a break for a few weeks. 
Thank you for your hard work and dedication!

Youth Choir—Thank you for all of  your hard work to 
make our video!  It will be a part of  the online Christmas 
Eve service, so please make sure you watch it!  I also want 
to thank Hannah Grace Kincaid for accompanying the 
choir.  We will take a break for a few weeks.  Thank you 
being a part of  this special group!

LETTER FROM GWEN MILLER
Dear Earle Street Church:
     I write this letter with gratitude, as well as sadness, to 
make official my retirement as of  January 1, 2021. There 
is sadness in this moment, but there is also overwhelming 
gratitude for the twenty-two years I’ve had the pleasure 
of  serving as pianist and organist. Thank you for the 
honor of  serving. We are a family in Christ, and you 
have become the fabric of  my life.  I look forward to 
worshipping with you from the pews.

Grace and peace, 
Gwen Miller

THANK YOU, GWEN
    Gwen began as our pianist in February of  1998.  
Several years later, when we needed an organist, Gwen 
graciously offered to take organ lessons and step into 
the role of  organist, actually continuing to accompany 
the Sanctuary Choir and go over to the organ to play 
the hymns until Debbie came on board as the pianist. 
I cannot begin to express my gratitude to Gwen for her 
service to our church, her faithfulness to her calling, and 
most of  all, her love and friendship. Working and serving 
with Gwen over these past two decades has been a joy 
and an honor. She will be greatly missed on the organ 
bench, but thankfully, the pews are not very far away!
    I hope you will let Gwen know how much you appreciate 
her, and how much her service has meant to you and our 
church. We love you, Gwen!




