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Former Pastor, Jim Wooten, To Present 
A Dramatic Monologue On December 27

On Sunday, December 27, we will have only one worship 
service at 11:00 am, and no Sunday School.  Those who 
will be worshiping with us in person are invited to dress 
casually.  Child care will be provided for preschoolers.  
Children, youth, and adults are encouraged to join us 
for a very special service of  worship.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

CHRISTMAS EVE GATHERING
Brief, in-person gathering at 5:00 pm outside on and 
around the front steps of  the Sanctuary. (weather 
permitting)

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP VIDEO
A special online Christmas Eve service with pre-recorded 
and newly recorded music, readings, communion and 
devotional.  The link to this worship service will be 
available on our web site and YouTube channel.

F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

Christmas Eve
     Join us in person at 5 pm for a brief  Christmas Eve service on and around the front steps of  
our church (weather permitting).  There will be singing, candle lighting, and a brief  devotional as we 
celebrate our Savior’s birth with our church family, and bear witness to the community around us that 
Jesus brings us hope, peace, joy, and love.  The devotional will be entitled “Getting the Christmas 

Story Right” and will be based on John 3:16.  
     Also, on Christmas Eve, we will be sending out a worship video which we hope you will make a part of  your Christmas 
celebration at home.  The service will begin with the lighting of  the Christ candle, and will feature recently recorded harp 
music by my daughter, Rachel, recently recorded music by our Young Musicians and Youth Choirs, as well as a recently 
recorded rendition of  O Holy Night by Bruce Schoonmaker.  There will communion and a meditation entitled “Around 
the Edges” based on Matthew 1:23 and 28:16-20.  The service will conclude with the traditional singing of  Silent Night.  
Please set aside some time to make this video a part of  your Christmas celebration, and please share this video with as 
many people as you can. 

December 27
     I am so excited about our service on December 27.  Jim Wooten, our former pastor, will be presenting a dramatic 
monologue, playing the role of  the innkeeper in the story of  Jesus’ birth.  Jim has the distinctions of  being our only 
living former pastor, and having the longest tenure of  any pastor in our church’s history.  There is no way to measure the 
magnitude of  his impact on the health and vitality of  our church, and it will be a joy for us to welcome him back to Earle 
Street.  Not only was Jim a gifted pastor and preacher, but as you will see, he is gifted in drama.  Please plan to join us in 
person or by livestream on December 27.  There will only be one service at 11:00 am, and no Sunday School. 

Thank You, Gwen 
     Our church owes a profound debt of  gratitude to Gwen Miller, who is retiring after having served our church faithfully 
and capably for the past twenty-two years.  When Gwen first came to our church, she served as pianist; and years later, 
when we needed an organist, Gwen took organ lessons and learned to play the organ, serving as both organist and pianist 
until Debbie Blume joined our music staff.  Gwen has shown tremendous sensitivity, flexibility, and capability in choosing 
music to complement the tone and theme of  our worship services.  She and Debbie and Janice worked so beautifully 
together, made such a great team, and have become like sisters.  Howell, David, and I have often said of  Gwen that she 
was the sister we never had, and we were the brothers she never wanted.  Sunday services, special services, weddings, 
funerals - - Gwen was always in the background beautifying our worship and making all our services flow seamlessly.  She 
was always willing to go the extra mile to do whatever was needed to make our worship more joyful and meaningful 
     I am so thankful that she and Pepper will remain in our church family, and I hope that, in the days to come, you will 
find a way to express your love and appreciation.  Gwen, we love you and are so thankful for your ministry among us.



Sunday, December 27
Christmastide

Music: Hannah Grace Kincaid, piano
Solo: Do You Hear What I Hear by Ricky Conte
Scripture: Luke 2:1-7
Sermon: “The Innkeeper” by Jim Wooten

Sunday, January 3
Epiphany Sunday

Solo:  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
          by Janice Hinnant
Scripture:  Matthew 2:1-12

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

BUDGET REPORT
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$38,579
Budget Requirements to Date ...........................$1,439,628
Budget Gifts to Date .........................................$1,420,493

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Lee Bradford     Jane Craze     Miles Rizzo

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
  1 - Brock Medley
  2 - Jane Leo, Dwight Odom, Rayanna Redderson
  3 - Helen Henderson, Ben Duncan
  4 - Jim Hudson, BobWalker, Harriet McCarrell, 
       Ronnie McAlister, Bob Purkerson, Dru Lewis
  5 - Nellie Farnsworth, Glenda Bumgarner
  6 - Susan Standridge, Bruce King, Chuck Carnes,
       Andrew Elliott
  7 - Chris McCarrell, Peyton Zeiger, Joe Brewer
  8 - Lyn Reames, Trey Griffin
  9 - Dot Smith, John Connor Douglass, Jennifer Broome
10 - Anna Davidson, Gail Purkerson
11 - Mary McCutcheon, Mary Beth Young
12 - Bob Landers
13 - Gail Schoonmaker, Jill Boland, Reagan Patterson
14 - Carl Thackston, Tommy Davis
15 - Phil Plumblee, Laura Beth Medley, Amanda Rapp,
       Terese Burns, Jerry Youkey
16 - Luke Watson, Deanna McCarrell, Glenn Arrowood,
       Jamie Dalhouse
17 - Beth Wickliffe, Wayne Turner
18 - Tristin Poole, Candice Lewis, Rivers Pfeiffer, 
       Pat Caler
19 - Heyward Johnston, Brad Wilson, Knox Boggs
20 - Derek Lord, Birdie Middleton, Butch Hendrix
21 - Katie Holmes, Alison Seigler, Campbell Moore,
       Steven Rau
22 - Dana Collier, Mary Wayne Slice, Judy Cothran,
       Laura Cummings, Elaine Baker, Rachel Dickins
       Jason Tankersley, Ellis Davis
23 - Candice Eubanks
24 - Mike Cook, Jacqui McGuinness
26 - Pat Garrett, Brad Hawkins
27 - Marilyn Woods, Sam Justice, Logan Alexander
29 - Lyn Hewitt

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING
FOR INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

Church Goal - $20,000
Received to date - $11,251

Still needed - $8,749

Phil and Denise Plumblee; Kim, Grace, 
and Samantha Hartley and family 

in the recent death of Denise and Kim’s mother, Grace 
and Samantha’s grandmother, Shirley West.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

2020 GIVING CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions coming through the postal mail must be 
postmarked by Thursday, December 31, 2020 to qualify 
for a 2020 contribution.  The church office will be open 
on that Thursday to accept your contributions from 8:30 
am – 5:00 pm.  You may also give online by visiting our 
web site at www.esbcgreenville.org.  Online gifts received 
before 12:00 am on Friday, January 1, 2021 will qualify for 
2020 contributions.  


