
THE HOME PAGETHE HOME PAGE
Volume No. 48              December 3, 2020             Issue No. 48

F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
We are continuing to receive pledge cards supporting our 
church budget for next year.  Currently our congregation 
has pledged 31% of  the 2021 budget.  We realize that 
planning for 2021 is difficult for many families in so many 
ways.   We simply ask you to prayerfully consider how the 
Lord has blessed you this year and how you could possibly 
support the ministries of  ESBC as we enter 2021. 

The link to our electronic pledge card will remain active 
until the end of  this year.  You may complete your pledge 
card there using this link.  Or if  you are attending worship 
in person on Sunday mornings, you may bring your 
completed pledge card with you and place it in the offering 
plate.

Sunday, December 6
Second Sunday in Advent (Peace)

Prelude: Silent Night by Maudie Blackwell, 
              Joyce McCarrell, Paula Hayes, 
              Lisa Brigman; handbells
Solo: In the First Light by Terri Headley
Scripture: Psalm 85:12, 8-13
Sermon:   “The Long-Awaited Kiss”
                  by Stephen Clyborne

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

     I realize that this Thanksgiving was 
different for many of  us; but I have 
tried to practice what I preached in 
the Thanksgiving service - - to give 
thanks in all circumstances even when 

it is hard to give thanks for all circumstances. I hope you 
have been able to find hope, peace, joy, and love as the 
Thanksgiving season has now given way to the season of  
Advent. 
     Speaking of  being thankful, I continue to be thankful 
for the privilege of  serving such a faithful, supportive, and 
generous church family.  As this newsletter shows, our 
budget offerings continue to run short of  our budget goal, 
but not so short that we cannot realistically catch up by the 
end of  year.  Of  course, we still have a significant safety 
net:

• Our budget offerings have still exceeded our expenses.

• We continue to have a very healthy bank balance, in 
addition to an Endowment Fund that continues to 
provide a strong foundation for our church’s future.

     My challenge to you and my prayer to God is that we will 
finish 2020 strong and that we will continue to pledge our 
support of  the 2021 budget.  I realize that many people in 
our church have been negatively affected by the economic 
impact of  the pandemic.  These are uncertain times; but 
I am trusting that the God who has brought us through 
almost a century of  ministry has a bright future ahead of  
us as we remain faithful.

Hope, peace, joy, and love,
Stephen

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING
FOR INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

Church Goal - $20,000
Received to date - $2,039

Still needed - $17,961

ESBC ANGEL TREE
35 Angels Remain!

Our electronic Angel Tree is off  to a great start but we 
still have plenty of  angels available!  These angels represent 
students at Stone Academy that need a little extra cheer and 
love this Christmas season.  Each student has two angels 
– one for toy wishes and one for clothing needs.  You may 
choose one or more of  these “angels” and provide gifts 
valued not to exceed $50.  The gifts should be wrapped and 
returned to the church no later than Wednesday, December 
16.  

If  you wish to financially participate in this project but are 
unable to actually shop for these items, please reach out 
to Denise Plumblee.  We have some shoppers who will be 
glad to help with this!  

Click here to access the electronic bulletin
board and view the angels.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094badaa2ea0fa7-angel
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021PledgeCard


IN MEMORIAM
LAURA WOOD

April 27, 1942 - December 3, 2020

WORSHIP {VIRTUALLY} WITH US

Live Stream of  Worship Services
Our worship services will be live at both 9:00 and 11:00 
am and then archived for viewing online at a later time.   
If you are not familiar with viewing videos on YouTube, 
simply search for YouTube.com on your internet source.  
Once you reach the YouTube home, search for Earle Street 
Baptist Church and our channel will show up. 
Phone Streaming Service
Just call 732-ESBC (3722) and you can listen to the 
recorded service from the previous Sunday morning. We 
encourage you to call the number and join us for worship!

WORSHIP {IN-PERSON} WITH US

Since we are observing social distancing guidelines, the 
seating capacity in our sanctuary is limited to approximately 
30%. The registration links for both services go live each 
Wednesday morning and remain live until Friday evenings 
at 6:00 pm.  Buttons for the registration links are located 
on the home page of  our web site.  If  you are unable 
to make a registration for any reason, we would love 
to still have you join us for worship.   Please come to 
the Welcome Center doors and check in at the outside 
podium. We will do our best to accommodate you as 
the space allows on that particular Sunday.  

BUDGET REPORT
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$21,237
Budget Requirements to Date ...........................$1,354,944
Budget Gifts to Date .........................................$1,294,605

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Miles Rizzo

MISSIONS IN DECEMBER

International Missions Emphasis
The month of  December is our season of  prayer and 
giving for international missions.  During this month, we 
pray for missionaries who are sharing the love of  Jesus in 
all parts of  the world. We also give to a special offering, the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, which provides support 
to these missionaries. The offering was officially named 
in 1918 by Woman’s Missionary Union in honor of  Lottie 
Moon, the missionary to China who urged churches to 
start the offering and give sacrificially to support the work 
being done by international missionaries. One hundred 
percent of  gifts to this offering provide for missionaries 
all over the world.

As you celebrate the Christmas season, please remember 
to pray for international missionaries, their families, and 
the work that they are doing for God’s kingdom. And 
please consider giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering. For health and safety reasons, we will not have 
special envelopes in the pew racks. However, you can still 
contribute by making a notation on the memo line of  a 
check or, if  giving online, leave a note in the top section 
of  the PayPal screen.

Christmas Coat Drive
For the past several years, during the Christmas season, 
we have helped Pastor Alfred Johnson and the Greenville 
Church Without Walls provide warm clothing to children 
in the local apartment communities where he ministers. 
This year, Pastor Alfred has asked for our help in collecting 
coats, hats, and gloves for the children at Berkley Pointe 
Apartments. As there are children of  all sizes, he needs 
clothes of  all sizes, too. The coats can be in all children's 
sizes (2T to 18) and adult sizes (S to 2XL). Hats and 
gloves can be in all sizes as well.

Pastor Alfred will be picking up the clothes on Wednesday, 
December 16, so please try to make your contributions 
by Sunday, December 13. If  you will be attending an in-
person worship service, you can drop your contributions 
off  as you enter the church building. Otherwise, you can 
drop them off  at the church office from 8:30 am until 
5:00 pm Monday through Friday.

This drive is a practical and meaningful way to show our 
neighbors that we love them and care about them, and 
it has become a special part of  Christmas here at ESBC. 
Please consider giving as an individual or as a family or as 
a Sunday school class or other small group. If  you have 
any questions or would like more information, please let 
me know, and I will be happy to talk with you.

From the Associate PastorFrom the Associate Pastor
Chuck Emory (ext. 203) – chuck@ESBCgreenville.org



From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org
I want to thank our Decorations Committee for all their 
hard work to make the sanctuary look so beautiful for 
the Advent and Christmas season.  We all know what a 
task it is to decorate our homes, and they worked hard 
to decorate our church home, as well.  Thanks to Marie 
Tanner, Randy Ellenburg, Natalie Tyson, Amy Moore, 
Bobbie Clayton, Holly Traywick, Mickey Smith, Pat Caler, 
and Vicki Merck, all who serve on the committee, as well 
as Josh Ellenburg, Hannah Grace Kincaid, and Keith 
Merck, who helped the committee. Thank you all!

Preschool Choir, Music Makers Choir, and Young 
Musicians—Here is the schedule for next week:

Wednesday, December 9
• Anytime: Music Makers Choir downloads with 

Rosemary Cureton
• 5:15-5:45 pm:  Preschool Choir zoom with Rebecca 

Keck
• 6:00-6:30 pm:  Young Musicians Choir will Zoom 

with Debbie Blume

Earle Street Ringers—Group C, you will ring the 
prelude this Sunday, so we will meet at 8:15 to rehearse.  

Youth Choir—Great work last Sunday! This Sunday will 
be our last rehearsal, then we will record the video on 
December 13.  See you Sunday!

From the Minister From the Minister 
Of AdministrationOf Administration

Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

A Light in the Darkness
     It’s not unusual for me to get up during the night. I go 
to the bathroom and then to the kitchen to get a drink of  
water.  I never turn the light on as I’ve lived in this house 
for 20 years and can feel my way around in the dark.  
About a year ago, I got up one night, stumbled to the 
bathroom and then into the kitchen as usual.  However, 
on this particular night as I returned to the bedroom, I 
misjudged my path and walked smack into the corner of  
the wall.  I immediately touched my face to see if  I felt 
the stickiness of  blood and knew instantly that I would 
have a black eye the next morning.  And sure enough, I 
did.  My sister, amused by the situation and yet feeling 
sorry for me, bought me a motion sensitive light for 
the hallway so that this unfortunate accident would not 
happen again.  Now when I get up at night, that light 
shines brightly so I can find my way.

The good news of  Christmas is that God’s bright light 
shone into a dark world centuries ago and continues to 
shine light into our darkness today, helping us find His 
way.  The prophet Isaiah foretold the coming of  Jesus 
when he said:  “The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of  the 
shadow of  death, upon them a light has shined” (Isaiah 
9:2).  Like the people that Isaiah was describing, we too 
may feel that we are walking in the shadow of  death and 
in a land of  great darkness here in 2020.  But just like 
that first Christmas in Bethlehem, Jesus comes into our 
cold and dark world, bringing hope and light where there 
is despair and death.   And that’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas – “the light of  the world.”

Many years ago, at a previous church, our choir sang a song 
one Christmas entitled “I Have Seen The Light”  by Gold 
City.  This has always been one of  my favorite Christmas 
songs and the words seem particularly meaningful here in 
2020.  I encourage you to Google the song, listen to the 
full lyrics, and see the Light.

“I was a seeker alone in a dark world,
I looked for truth but settled for lies.

I had been blinded, I couldn’t see
Til a Star in Bethlehem’s sky opened my eyes.

I have seen the Light shining in the darkness,
Bursting through the shadows, delivering the dawn.

I have seen the Light whose holy name is Jesus,
His kingdom is forever; He reigns on Heaven’s throne!”




