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A PARKING OPPORTUNITY
By Stephen Clyborne

Recently, I have heard about two different families who came to our church on different Sunday mornings, could not find a 
parking place, and left.  And for every story like that, I am sure there are similar stories that we will never know about.  The 
Parking Team, Outside Greeters Team, and Safety Team have met and have come up with some plans to add more guest 
parking signs, to be more visible in our parking lots to direct traffic to available parking spaces, and to add other signage 
to help everyone know where additional parking spaces might be available.  I am so grateful for these servants who are 
willing to give up their time in Sunday School and worship to make it easier for the rest of  us to park, enter and exit our 
buildings safely and conveniently.  When you see them, please thank them for their service.

There are a few ways many of  you could help us with our parking opportunity:

     1.  Volunteer to serve on a rotating basis on our Parking Team.  We need more volunteers so the same people are    
        not having to serve every Sunday.  The more volunteers we have, the fewer times they will have to serve.  See the   
        article below for more information on the role of  the Parking Team.  Contact Denise Plumblee or me if  you are   
         willing to help, or even if  you would like to find our more information before you decide whether you can volunteer.

     2.  Please respect the “Guest Parking” spaces, and reserve those spaces for guests only. There are multiple guest               
         parking  spaces in the lot across from the front of  the church.  And we will be converting several of  the parking    
         spaces near the Welcome Center into guest spaces.  

     3.  If  you are able, please park as far away from our buildings as possible, reserving the closest spaces for people 
        who have mobility issues, guests, and others with special needs.  Don’t forget about the available parking spaces 
        on nearby streets and at the Pennebaker Building.  

     4.  Be patient and persistent, looking for available spaces in all of  our parking lots and on the street.  Allow some extra  
        time in your morning commute so you aren’t in a rush to find the closest available spot and run into worship 
        or Sunday School.

     5.  Walk or bike to church if  you live in the neighborhood, or carpool if  you can.  Every parking space you save is a 
         gift to someone else.  

Think of  this as a parking opportunity, not a parking problem.  It is an opportunity for us to be generous and thoughtful.  
And I know you well enough to know that you are a generous and thoughtful congregation.  Thank you for your help and 
cooperation.

THE PARKING TEAM MINISTRY
by Denise Plumblee

Statistics show that most people decide whether or not to return to a church within the first 6 – 10 minutes of  arriving on 
campus.  This means that their decision may have been made before they meet any member of  the staff, participate in a 
Sunday School class, or attend a worship service.  They may have made their decision before they ever reach the door of  
our buildings.  Their first impression of  our church is made in our parking lots as they try to locate an available space to 
park.  This is why the ministry of  our Parking Team is so important. 

The volunteers serving on the Parking Team work to provide a great first impression for our guests and a comfortable 
environment for our congregation by offering a safe and easy parking experience.  We realize our church is challenged 
with parking issues due to the limited number of  parking spaces available.  This makes the work of  the Parking Team even 
more crucial and important.  Would you consider joining this important ministry and serving one Sunday a month?  The 
hours of  service for the Parking Team on Sunday mornings are from 9:00 am to 10:45 am.  This area of  service requires no 
advance preparation.  The only requirement is a joyful heart ready to serve by making those first 6-10 minutes on campus 
for a guest a pleasant parking experience.  For more information on joining the Parking Team, reach out to me or Rob 
Traywick and Jason Tankersley, leaders of  the Parking Team.



Sunday, October 27                                                                 
    8:00 am Early Bird Sunday School Class (CR 203)
  Onesimus Men’s Class (Room 201)
    9:00 am Media Library Open
    9:15 am Sunday School/Worship (All Rooms)
  10:30 am Sunday School/Worship (All Rooms)
  11:30 am Senior Adult Luncheon (Fellowship Hall)
    3:45 pm High School Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell Room)
    4:15 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
    5:00 pm Middle School Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell Room)
    5:30 pm Earle Street Ringers Rehearsal (Handbell Room)
    6:00 pm Deacons Meeting (CR 203)

Monday, October 28                                                                
Earle Street Academy Closed - Teacher Work Day
    6:00 pm Gym Reserved (Greenville Hurricanes)

Tuesday, October 29                                                               
    9:15 am Staff  Meeting (CR 200)
    6:30 pm Boy Scouts (Scout Building)
    7:00 pm Band Rehearsal (FH)
 
Wednesday, October 30                                                                           
    5:00 pm Media Library Open
  Personnel Committee Meeting (CR 200)
    5:15 pm Dinner for Everyone (FH)
    5:45 pm Preschool Choir (Room 101C)
  Music Makers Choir (Room 101A)
  Young Musicians Choir (Choir Room)
    6:00 pm Adults: Disciples Then and Now (Fellowship Hall)
  Youth Bible Study (FLC) 
    6:30 pm Mission Friends K3-K4 (Room 101C)
  Mission Friends K5 (Room 101B)
  RAs (Room 205)
  GAs (Room 205)
  Youth Open Gym (FLC)
  Men’s Bible Study Group (Room 300B)
  Women’s Parenting Group 1 (Room 201)
  Women’s Parenting Group 2 (Room 203)
  Women’s Bible Study (Room 204)
  Single Adult Bible Study (Room 302)
  “Christianity and Science: Friends or Foes 
       (Room 202)
  Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal (Choir Room)
    7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
    8:30 pm Women’s Ensemble Rehearsal ( Sanctuary)
      
Thursday, October 31                                                             
    9:00 am Earle Street Academy Boo-Fest (Gym)
    5:00 pm Hospitality Tent (Front Steps/Sidewalk)

Friday, November 1                                                                 
Fall Mountain Weekend (Table Rock State Park)
    5:00 pm Triune Mercy Center Team Lunch Prep 

Saturday, November 2                                                                                          
Fall Mountain Weekend (Table Rock State Park)
    7:00 pm Gym Reserved (McAlister)

THIS WEEK AT ESBC  
 

 
   

 
 

PRESCHOOL WELCOME CENTER
9:15 am: Lauren Hendrix
10:30 am: Mickey Smith

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

Sound Technician: Robert Johnson

Video Technician: Bobby Elrod

Deacon of the Week: Bill Hueble

GREETERS
Welcome Center Greeters

9:15 am: Kay Hogan and Nancy Baker
10:30 am: Jackie Peace

Preschool Welcome Center Greeter
9:15 am: Janet Landers

USHERS
9:15 am: Bill Poe (Captain), Wayne Wilson, Allen Smith,
                Jim Bumgarner, Ed Hogan, Dennis Long
Preschool Coordinator: Janet Landers
Acolyte: Rose Middleton

10:30 am: Glenn Arrowood (Captain), Mark Plasters, 
                  Joe Jones, Joe Solesbee, John Swiger,
                  Bob Purkerson
Preschool Coordinator: Cassandra Nguyen
Acolyte: Wells Smith

Sunday, October 27 
 Reformation Sunday
 Senior Adult Sunday
 Solo: Were It Not for Grace by Joe Pyfrom
Anthem: Footsteps of Jesus by the Senior Adult Choir
 Scripture: Colossians 3:16 (9:15)
                   John 1:45-51 (10:30)
 9:15 Sermon: “The Word, the Charge, the Glory” 
                           by Wendell Cothran
10:30 Sermon: “Life Under the Fig Tree” by Bill Penick

Wednesday, October 30
Chicken and Rice Casserole, Green Peas, Baked 

Apples, Angel Food Cake, Tea and Coffee 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEAL
HOMEBOUND VISITATION TEAM E

Margo Love, Rosemary Bomar, Judy Boggs,
Bill Pickel, Sarah Rebecca Hill



Sunday, October 20, 2019
Worship Services
  9:15 am Attendance ................................................... 190
10:30 am Attendance ................................................... 152
Total Worship Attendance .......................................... 342

Sunday School
 9:15 am Attendance .................................................... 128
10:30 am Attendance ................................................... 201
Total Sunday School Attendance ............................... 329
 
9:15 am Average Attendance ...................................... 128
10:30 am Average Attendance .................................... 179
Total Sunday School Attendance ............................... 307

Enrollment (to date) .................................................... 888

FOR THE RECORD

No budget report at time of  printing. 

BUDGET REPORT

JOE BENNETT
April 25, 1940 – October 19, 2019

IN MEMORIAM

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Francis Bledsoe     Edith Sumner

CONGRATULATIONS
Luke and Kelsea Burton on the birth of

their daughter, Harper Ann Burton, born on 
October 17. Harper is the little sister of  Lyla.

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
As the hot, humid days of  summer (and apparently fall) 
finally give way to cooler, drier air, and the leaves begin 
to show hints of  red and yellow, our thoughts turn to 
sweaters, pumpkins, and of  course, Earle Street’s annual 
Fall Festival! The Activities Committee meets throughout 
the year to plan fun, intergenerational activities for our 
church and community, but the Fall Festival is definitely 
one we look forward to each October. This year, it will be 
taking place this Friday, October 25th from 5:30 to 7:30. It 
will include a hot dog dinner, popcorn, games, inflatables, 
a hayride, and a cake walk. There will be lots of  candy, lots 
of  costumes, and lots of  fun for the whole family. Plus, it’s 
all free! 
The Fall Festival is, of  course, a wonderful time of  
fellowship for our church family, but it is also an excellent 
opportunity to invite and welcome visitors to a low-key 
and fun family activity. As our church continues to learn 
about and embrace “The Greater Way,” be praying about 
the neighbors you might invite to this event. We want to 
pack the gym and lower parking lot with people from both 
our church and community for this special fall tradition!

NEW PRAYER GROUP
A Ministry of the Prayer Team

We have established a new prayer group of  people who 
are dedicated to pray for urgent emergency prayer needs 
they receive by text message. If  you are willing to be 
a part of  this group, please text or call Kathy Kincaid 
at 864-430-3521. Your cell phone number will remain 
private and will not be shared with anyone except Kathy. 

2020 BUDGET PROCESS
In the next few weeks, our church will be considering a 
budget for the 2020 calendar year. Many church leaders have 
already been involved and consulted in the development 
of  the budget that will be proposed by the Stewardship 
Committee. Please mark these dates and opportunites on 
your calendar, and prayerfully consider how generously 
you can give to support the work of  Christ through His 
body at Earle Street. 

Sunday, November 10
Stewardship Committee presents proposed

2020 budget to congregation without discussion.

Wednesday, November 13
Discussion of  proposed 2020 budget.

Sunday, November 17
Congregation votes on proposed 2020 budget.

Monday, November 18
Pledge cards will be mailed to the congregation.

Sunday, November 24
Pledge Sunday

Congregation presents pledge cards as an act of  worship.

WEEKLY SPOTLIGHT
This year we plan to spotlight the various teams, committees 
and entities that function and work together in our church. 
This week’s spotlight shines on our Activities Committee 
and is written by Bethany Hovis.



Pastor - Stephen Clyborne
 Ext. 204, stephen@esbcgreenville.org

Associate Pastor and Minister of  Adults - Chuck Emory
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Minister of  Music and Worship - Janice Hinnant
 Ext. 202, janice@esbcgreenville.org
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Minister of  Administration - Denise Plumblee
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Minister of  Youth and Recreation - Lucy Wilkinson
 Ext. 212, lucy@esbcgreenville.org
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225 W Earle Street
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From the Pastor
Stephen Clyborne (ext. 204) – stephen@ESBCgreenville.org

From the Minister Of 
Music and Worship
Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

      In the next few days, we will have two important ways 
to engage with our community and “love our neighbors.”  
The first is our Fall Festival this Friday evening, when we 
will be opening our church to our community and hosting 
children and families in our Family Life Center.  This is 
always a fun evening and a great way for us to be good 
neighbors.  The second is our second annual hospitality 
tent on Halloween night, when literally thousands of  
children will be passing by our church on their way to 
receive treats from our neighbors in the Earle Street 
community.  Our neighborhood is one of  the most 
popular communities in Greenville on Halloween night, 
and it is a wonderful opportunity for us to interact with 
children and families who will be passing our way.  If  you 
would like to help show hospitality to our neighbors that 
night, please let us know.  
      Also, this Sunday, we will be honoring our senior adults 
as they lead us in worship.  Two of  our retired ministers, 
Wendell Cothran and Bill Penick, will be preaching.  
Our senior adult choir will be singing, and other senior 
adults will be participating in the services.  Following the 
services, we will have a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall 
in honor of  our senior adults.  Please join us this Sunday 
as we celebrate these senior saints who mean so much to 
the heritage, as well as the current health and vitality of  
our church.

Youth Choir and Handbells—The deadline to turn in 
your $25 deposit for Festival By the Sea is this Sunday, 
October 27. (I still have three Hershey bars left!)

From the Minister
To Preschoolers

and Children
Bethany Hovis (ext. 209) – bethany@ESBCgreenville.org

Urgent Teaching Needs
While we can always use more hands in the preschool 
and children's departments, we have a few urgent needs at 
the moment. Please pray about the possibility of  working 
with toddlers during the 9:15 hour on Sunday mornings, 
3/4 year olds during the 10:30 hour on Sunday mornings, 
or helping with RAs on Wednesday nights. The lack of  
teachers in these particular areas has the most significant 
impact on our children and volunteers because it leads to 
combining ages and creating groups that are larger than 
desirable. If  you are able to help out, please let me know 
ASAP! Thank you in advance!

Halloween Hospitality Tent
Sponsored by the Bridge Builders Team

Each year, over 1,000 trick-or-treaters and their parents 
march up and down Earle Street on Halloween night. 
Over the years, it has become a huge event. And we don't 
want to miss this great opportunity for ESBC to be a 
good neighbor in the Earle Street community.

As you may recall, last year, our Bridge Builders Team 
sponsored a hospitality tent out in front of  our church 
during the festivities. We gave out 1,200 treat bags, along 
with cards with information about ESBC. We also had a 
backdrop for taking pictures. It was a great time! 

And we are doing it again this year on Thursday, October 
31. Our goal is to show our neighbors that we love them 
and that we want to be good neighbors to them. We also 
hope to make connections with some of  them as well.

We would love your help. We want this event to be as warm 
and welcoming as possible for our neighbors. We could 
use some help at the tent handing out treats and engaging 
with people. We could also use some help preparing the 
treats prior to the event. If  you are interested in helping, 
please contact Martha Newton (newton.dm@gmail.com) 
or me (chuck@esbcgreenville.org). Please come and join 
us!
 

BE AN OCC VOLUNTEER!

Every year Operation Christmas Child counts on 
thousands of  volunteers to collect and process millions of  
shoebox gifts.  These volunteers take on many roles, all with 
one wonderful purpose: to bring the Gospel to children 
in need around the world.  Over 87,000 volunteers are 
needed at the eight processing centers across the United 
States, one of  which is located in Charlotte.  Would you 
consider serving as a short-term volunteer to help prepare 
shoebox gifts?  ESBC will be taking a group to Charlotte 
on Tuesday, December 3, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  If  
you are interested, reach out to Mary Arrowood.  Space 
is limited.

HELP PREPARE BOXES HERE AT ESBC

Can’t go to Charlotte?  You can help here at ESBC by 
participating in our packing party scheduled for Sunday, 
November 10, immediately following the second worship 
service.  The packing party will be held in the Fellowship 
Hall and a light soup lunch will be provided.  Items will 
be provided and sorted so packing can be fun!  Again, for 
more information, contact Mary Arrowood at 918-7063.

From the
Associate Pastor

Chuck Emory (ext. 203) – chuck@ESBCgreenville.org



From the Associate Pastor
Chuck Emory (ext. 203) – chuck@ESBCgreenville.org

Senior Adult Events
Sponsored by the Senior Adult Ministry Council

Thursday, October 17, was an especially meaningful day in the life of  our church—we had our third annual Senior 
Adult Retreat. The theme was “Never Too Old,” and we had a great time exploring how we are never too old to be 
useful in serving God and others. We met in Room 300 here at the church, and the facility was beautiful, the food was 
delicious, our speakers were excellent, and the fellowship was wonderful. Thanks to everyone who worked so hard to 
make it such a great event.

Looking forward, Sunday, October 27, will be another special day in the life of  our church. It is the time when we 
honor our senior adults and give thanks to God for their many contributions to our church through the years and 
still today. Our senior adults will be leading us in worship through prayer, music, and preaching. Please make a special 
effort to be in worship on Sunday as we worship and praise God for the many gifts God has given to our senior adults 
and for the many gifts God has given us through them. They are not just a part of  our church history; they are also a 
vibrant part of  our church now.

God has truly blessed our church family with a sweet, talented, generous, and all-around great group of  senior adults. 
I love you and am thankful for you, and I look forward to many more good times ahead.

October is Minister Appreciation Month. 
Please show your appreciation for our ministers by 
giving a gift or a note of  encouragement to them. 
Let them know how special each of  them and their 
families are to our church.

                                                      The WMU

MINISTER 
APPRECIATION

MONTH


