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31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel 
and with the people of Judah.  32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to 
them,” declares the Lord.  33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” 
declares the Lord.  “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.  I will be their God, and 
they will be my people.  34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the 
Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord.  “For I 
will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 A. False impression that there is a disconnect between the Old and New Testaments  
 B. Christians believe that the Old Testament is incomplete apart from the New Testament. 
 C. The Old Testament provides the background within which we interpret the New Testament. 
 B. But the Old Testament also foreshadows the truth of the New Testament. 
 
 
II. The Memory of God 
 
  A. Background - In 587 B.C., the people of Jerusalem looked around and all they saw was 

destruction.  Not one stone was left on top of another.  The holy city lay in ruins.  The temple, 
believed to be the unique and holy place of God’s presence, the very house of God, was 
utterly destroyed.  Many of the survivors were taken into captivity in Babylon.  It was not as 
though they had not been warned.  Their parents and grandparents had already witnessed the 
destruction of the northern kingdom over a hundred years earlier.  They had been warned that 
the same kind of destruction awaited them if they would not turn from their sins.  There had 
been those moments when it seemed as though a great revival might be sweeping across the 
land of Judah.  But slowly, the covenant people lapsed back into their old ways of rebellion, 
idolatry, and self-destruction.  And now their whole world had come crashing down around 
them.   

  
  B. It was not so much that God had threatened the people; it was more that God warned them 

that their disobedience set in motion certain consequences that would turn their fortune to 
loss.  And indeed, just as Jeremiah and other prophets warned them, everything sacred to 
them, all the icons of God’s covenant with them were gone.  For decades the prophet 
Jeremiah, speaking on behalf of God, had warned the covenant people that they must turn 
from their sins, only to have his warnings ignored.  The old covenant which God had made 
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first with Abram, then renewed with each successive generation, the covenant which God had 
sealed on tablets of stone at Mount Sinai was collapsing because the people had persistently 
broken it.  And now the same prophet who had warned them of their impending doom 
received and announced a new vision - a vision of a new covenant.   

 
  C. The new covenant was not be fulfilled yet.  “The days are coming,” the LORD said.  They are 

not here yet.  But you need to know that history does not stop here.  It may seem like the end 
of the world, but it is not.  It may seem like God is through with you, but God is not.  God is 
at work in the cover of darkness, even amid the dreadfulness of your failure, the devastation 
of your sin, to make a new covenant. 

 
  D. Note the emphasis that Jeremiah makes on the words and initiatives of God.  Four times in 

this passage, Jeremiah uses the expression “says the LORD.”  This is not just a message from 
the prophet, but a direct revelation from God.  The sulking, perhaps cynical captives and 
survivors would be skeptical.  So this announcement gets a four-fold stamp of divine 
authority.  This word is from God!  But the essence of the message is not just that God 
speaks, but also that God acts. “I will make a new covenant . . . I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God . . . for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”   

  
  E. The language of this new covenant did sound new.  The heart of the old covenant which 

centered in the law was built around God’s requirements of the covenant people: “You must 
have no other gods before me.  You must not make for yourselves a graven image.  You must 
not take the name of the LORD your God in vain . . . You must not kill . . . You must not 
steal . . . You must not bear false witness . . . You must not covet . . .”  You must do this, you 
must not do that.  It was clear that the success of the old covenant was dependent upon the 
people’s ability to keep it by performing up to standard.  And as the history of God’s people 
has shown from the beginning until this very day, the terms of the old covenant cannot be 
kept.  The only problem with the law is that nobody can keep it.  The problem is not with the 
law itself.  The covenant itself was not flawed, but our ability to keep the old covenant is 
profoundly flawed.   So does that mean that the old covenant failed?  Absolutely not.  The old 
covenant served its purpose in showing us our need for the new covenant.  It took long 
centuries of tragic failure to prepare God’s people for the new covenant. 

 
  F. But note the contrast here.  As the old covenant gives way to the new covenant, the emphasis 

shifts from what we must do to what God will do.  The “you must” is replaced by the divine 
“I will.”  No longer will our relationship with God be dependent upon what we do for God, 
but upon what God does for us; not upon what we promise to God, but upon what God 
promises to us.  No longer will God’s covenant be written upon tablets of stone, but now 
God’s law will be written upon the hearts of God’s people.  The old covenant emphasized a 
forced submission to an external authority.  In the old covenant, the people knew the law in a 
formal sense.  But in the new covenant, people from the least to the greatest will know the 
Lawgiver in a more personal and intimate way than they ever dreamed possible.  The purpose 
of the new covenant will be the same as the old: “I will be their God and they will be my 
people.”  It is all about knowing God, which is not a formal activity; it is a direct, dynamic, 
intimate, and personal relationship which comes not through ritual and creed, but through 
fellowship and communion with the living God.  And there can be no life-changing 
relationship with God apart from the forgiveness of sins. 

 
  G. We hear echoes of Jeremiah’s promise as Jesus takes a cup in His hand and says, “This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood which is poured out for the forgiveness of sins.”  Who can hear 
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these words now without thinking, “This is it!”  This is the new covenant which God 
promised through the prophet Jeremiah.  This is the means by which we may know God, 
from the least of us to the greatest.  This new covenant is not based on what we can do for 
God, but upon what God has done for us in Jesus Christ, who poured out His life blood for 
the forgiveness of our sins.  No wonder God could make such a bold promise not only to 
forgive, but to forget our sins.  For they would be covered, washed away by the blood of 
God’s only Son.   

 
 
III. Conclusion – For good reason, some have called Jeremiah’s promise “the gospel before the 

gospel.”   When God forgives, God forgets.  The psalmist said: “As far as the east is from the 
west, so far does God remove our transgressions from us.”  By the blood of the new covenant in 
Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  And not only are they forgiven, they are forgotten.  We may 
have to live with the consequences of our sins from now on.  And we might not ever be able to 
forget our sin.  But God has - - so that when you bring up and drag out old sins that you have 
confessed and God has forgiven, it is as if God answers, “What sin?”  You may have heard the 
song by that title written by Morgan Cryar: 

 
It happened so long ago. 
I cried out for mercy back then. 
I pled the blood of Jesus, 
And begged him to forgive my sin. 
I still can’t forget it, it just won’t go away; 
So I wept again, “Lord wash my sin,” but this is all He’d say: 
 
“What sin?  What sin?  That’s as far as the east is from the west. 
What sin? What sin?  It was gone the very minute you confessed. 
Buried in the sea of forgetfulness.” 
 
The heaviest thing you’ll carry is a load of guilt and shame. 
You were never meant to bear them, 
So let them go in Jesus’ name. 
Our God is slow to anger, quick to forgive our sins. 
So let Him put them under the blood and don’t bring them up again 
 
Because He’ll just say, 
“What sin?  What sin?  That’s as far as the east is from the west. 
What sin? What sin?  It was gone the very minute you confessed. 
Buried in the sea of forgetfulness.” 

 
  Because of the blood of the new covenant, this is God’s promise to you and for you - “I will 

forgive your sin and remember it no more.”   Hallelujah!  Amen. 
  

 


