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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

NEWCOMERS CLASS
for adults who have recently joined our church or 

are considering church membership
Sundays, October 3, 10, 17, and 24

9:00 am in Room 201

To register for the class, or for more information, contact 
Stephen Clyborne at stephen@esbcgreenville.org or 864-
354-8473.

FLU SHOT CLINIC
Sunday, October 10 - 8:30 am- 12:00 pm
Wednesday, October 13 - 4:00 - 6:00 pm

It's more important than ever to get your flu shot this 
year.  Make plans to participate in our annual flu shot 
clinic on Sunday morning before and after worship and on 
Wednesday evening before activities.  More details coming 
soon!

NEXT STEPS LUNCHEON
This Sunday, September 26

11:45 am in Room 300
For those who made reservationsI do not do this often enough, but I want to 

take this opportunity to thank our church 
staff  for all they have done over the past 

year and a half  to help keep our church focused and 
united.  It seems like every week they have had to adjust 
to changing realities; but with every challenge they have 
found new strength to adapt and adjust.  I am quite sure 
that there will be more adjustments ahead.  But I am just 
as sure that the ministerial team we have in place will find 
a way to keep our church's witness vibrant.

Amid the whirlwind of  change that has surrounded us, 
I keep coming back to our foundational statements of  
purpose: our mission statement, and "Our Greater Way 
Covenant."  These are unifying components of  our life 
together as a church that have not changed over the past 
eighteen months, and will not change:

Our Mission: to worship God (worship), to share the 
gospel of  Jesus Christ in word and deed (missions), 
to be a home to all who would enter (fellowship), to 
minister to the needs of  one another (ministry), and 
to assist in spiritual growth (spiritual growth).

Our Greater Way Covenant: to love God, love 
neighbors, and make disciples.

In our centennial year as a church, we are facing 
unprecedented challenges to our life together, which have 
underscored the need for us to reaffirm our longstanding 
commitment to be a home to all who would enter, to 
minister to the needs of  one another, and to love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves.  It is easy to be a Christian 
alone.  But, as we have found in recent months, being 
a Christian in the context of  a diverse community is a 
challenge.  Our church is up to that challenge, and I am 
so thankful to have a ministerial team that is committed 
to keeping our church focused on what matters the most.  

Janice, Denise, Lucy, and Karli, you are gifts from God to 
my life and our church.  I am honored to serve alongside 
you.

Church family, we are all in this together, united by our 
shared faith in Jesus, who is the only head of  the church.  
He can be trusted to lead us, and I hope and pray that we 
can be trusted to follow.

NEW SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Beginning in November (exact date yet to be determined) 
when we move into our newly refreshed and renovated 
Sanctuary, we will go back to just one hour of  Sunday 
School and one hour of  worship, with a shorter break 
between Sunday School and worship.  The deacons and 
staff  are excited about our entire congregation worshiping 
all together again in the same place at the same time.  The 
new schedule will be:

9:15 - 10:15 am: Sunday School 
10:30 - 11:30 am:  Worship Service

In order for us to make this shift, several Sunday School 
classes will have to meet in different classrooms than the 
classrooms in which they are currently meeting.  We will 
work hard to make this transition as smooth as possible, 
and minimize inconvenience and disruption.  We are all 
eagerly anticipating the completion of  all the sanctuary 
renovations and look forward to a renewed sense of  
excitement about being together in one service again.



RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Elissa Livingston    Cam Shannon    Joe Wright

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Sunday, September 26

9:00 and 10:30 am
in the Fellowship Hall

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Quartet: We’ll Work Till Jesus Comes by Janice Hinnant, 
               Jean Nokleby, Stephen Clyborne, 
               and Butch Blume
Anthem: Christians, We Have Met to Worship 
                by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture:  Psalm 90
Sermon Series: BACK TO THE FUTURE
Sermon:   “Working and Praying” by Stephen Clyborne

CONGRATULATIONS
Phil and Denise Plumblee upon the recent birth 

of their grandson, Elijah Bennett Plumblee, 
born September 19, 2021.

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of September 19, 2021

Sunday School Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................176
Virtual ...............................................................................8
Total ..............................................................................184 
Worship Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................187
Virtual ...........................................................................122
Total ..............................................................................309

 

BUDGET REPORT
Report for Sunday, September 19, 2021
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$24,865
Budget Requirements to Date ...........................$1,041,428
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$974,866

Capital Campaign (Sanctuary Renewal) .................$47,279

DEACON OF THE WEEK
HELEN HEWITT is 
our deacon of the week. 
She has been a member of 
Earle Street since 1989. 
She has three children: Ted, 
Richard, and Anna Kay, six 
granddaughters and two 
grandsons. She teaches K2 at 
Haynsworth Private School. 
In addition to her role as a 

deacon, she is a member of the Prayer Team and teaches 
the Sojourners Sunday School Class. 

Midweek Recharge Fall Schedule 

Adults
6:00 - 6:25 pm: Adult Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 - 7:15 pm: Adult Discipleship Groups
• Search for Significance - Single Adults - Led by Stephen 

Clyborne (Room 204)
• None Like Him - Any Adult - Led by Larry Worley 

and Andy Clark (Room 201)
• Knowing God by Name - Men’s Discipleship Group - 

Led by Ted Brigman (Room 202)
• Acceptance and Gratitude - Women’s Discipleship 

Group - Led by Kathy Turner (Room 203)
• Mom’s Group - Led by Mary Beth Young (Room 

100)

Youth
5:00 - 6:00 pm: Youth Hang Out and 9-Square (FLC)
6:00 - 7:00 pm: Youth Small Group Bible Study (FLC)

Preschool and Children
6:00-6:40 pm: Preschool and children’s choirs rehearsals 
6:45-7:15 pm: Activities for preschoolers and children

NEW WEDNESDAY DISCIPLESHIP GROUP
None Like Him: 10 Ways God Is Different from Us

Wednesdays, September 29 - November 3
Leaders: Larry Worley and Andy Clark

6:30 - 7:15 pm in Room 201

Where did God come from? Did he have a beginning? 
Who made God? Can God make a house so big that 
He cannot lift it?  Is God ever lonely? Does God have 
feelings? What is God like? Does God ever change? How 
old is God? Come s-t-r-e-t-c-h your mind and deepen your 
understanding of  our God as we study the nature and 
attributes of  God.



From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children

Karli Selz (ext. 209) – karli@ESBCgreenville.org

Trunk or Treat
Join us Friday, October 
22 from 5:30 - 7:30 
for our Trunk Or 
Treat! We will have 
20+ decorated trunks, 
candy, cupcakes, food 
trucks, snow cones, 
games, and treats 
for kids of  all ages! 
If  you would like to 
participate or help, we 
need: 

• Individually wrapped candy (bins will be in both 
the 2nd floor Welcome Center and the Preschool 
Welcome Center)

• Trunk host, sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C044CAAA82BA0FD0-esbc 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Packing Party: Wednesday, November 10th
Processing Center Trip: Monday, November 29th

It is time for Operation Christmas Child!  A packing 
party is planned for Wednesday, November 10th. Please 
mark your calendars and begin purchasing items to fill 
up the shoeboxes. We also have the opportunity to visit 
the Charlotte Processing Center on November 29th and 
help sort and pack shoeboxes for shipping.  If  you have 
any questions or would like to sign up for the trip to 
Charlotte, please contact Mary Arrowood at 246-7059 or 
918-7063.

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Sanctuary Choir—We are starting our Christmas music!  
I have missed this more than anything, and I am looking 
forward to this special service with you! 
Youth Choir—Our numbers are growing! Just a reminder 
of  our regular schedule:
     4:15 - 5:00 pm: Youth Choir rehearsal
     5:00 – 5:30 pm: Youth Handbell rehearsal
Earle Street Ringers—We begin rehearsal this Sunday, 
from 5:30 – 6:30 pm.  See you then!



Tickets will be on sale online April 4-25th!

A BRIEF GLIMPSE OF THE PAST
Insights from the Survey of  the Past

By David Newton, Strategic Planning Committee Chair

In July, the Strategic Planning Committee provided a survey to 
our congregation, asking participants to answer questions related 
to their individual and specific experience at Earle Street Baptist. 
The survey asked the respondents to tell how many years they 
have been a member of  ESBC, who the pastor was when they 
joined, and identify any individuals or circumstances that were 

instrumental in them worshipping with the church.

With many thanks to the 80 members of  Earle Street Baptist who submitted responses to the survey regarding their 
past, the Strategic Planning Committee would like to share a few patterns that were discovered.

Slightly more than half  of  the respondents (41) have been members for 6-15 years. 
This suggests a significant cluster of  members who have been with ESBC long enough to be well-established in 
the church and thereby well-positioned to assume key roles in the church. And slightly more than a fourth of  the 
respondents (21) have been members for more than 20 years. To have so many long-term members is good news as 
they serve as reminders to the entire congregation that ESBC is a church you don’t want to leave! They also represent 
a treasure of  institutional memory that will serve us well not just through this process but in the years to come. Should 
you need further proof  that Earle Street is not just a church to come to but a church where you want to stay, be 
reminded that during the worship services on August 8, we recognized 31 individuals who have been associated with 
ESBC for 50 consecutive years or longer.  Just calculating this at 50 years, that represents 1,550 years of  church life 
in these 31 people alone.  But we know that number would be higher if  we had specific years of  longevity for each 
of  those.  Most impressive is that one of  those long-term Earle Streeters has been in the ESBC family for 98 years! 

Of  the respondents, a whopping 56% have joined during the tenure of  our current pastor, Stephen Clyborne, 
and 34% joined while Jim Wooten was pastor.  
That 90% of  the respondents came into the fold of  ESBC during the tenures of  the two most recent pastors is 
suggestive of  several things.  The church has done well in its pastor selection process to seek out and call pastors who 
have served well over a number of  years. It shows that these pastors haven’t just hung around for a long time, but they 
have led the church to grow and thrive. 

 Of  course, that we most recently have had long-tenured pastors would suggest a healthy relationship between the 
pastor and church members and church leaders as well.  The leadership of  the church deserves some credit for 
maintaining a climate conducive to our pastors having a long shelf  life!  

.Exactly. half . of . the. respondents. identified. family. and. friends. as. having. a. significant. influence. in. their.
decision to join ESBC.  
Ministers of  the church were the second highest cluster of  influencers. I don’t think this is a new lesson for us, but 
these results confirm and remind us that…whether we are sharing the gospel with those who do not yet believe or 
are encouraging people to come to our church—we are most effective as we follow lines of  relationships.  All of  us 
as members are front line workers in the kingdom.  Many of  us are old enough to remember the old hymn “Bring 
Them In” which has this line:  “Hark! ‘tis the Master speaks to thee, “Go find my sheep where’er they be.”  So often, 
‘where they be’ is right in front of  us or right next door or within our own families.  So, let’s continue to reach our 
families and friends.

 What did the survey tell us about what was going on in people’s lives when they found (or were found by) 
ESBC?  
There were two factors that were almost evenly matched.  Slightly over 30% were looking for a church home already 
and exactly 30% joined due to family-related issues such as a marriage, birth, children or aging parents.  The only 
other statistically significant response was for those who had moved into the area.  So, what does this tell us?  Be 
aware of  people in your circle of  friends, acquaintances and neighbors who have expressed a desire to find a church 
home or who are experiencing family-related changes or concerns.  And keep an eye out for moving vans in your 
neighborhood!

(continued on the next page)



Report from the Strategic Planning Committee

Finally, the responses to the question of  what was going on at ESBC when you joined were all over the board!  
But there was a slight clustering of  responses referring to “growth and church activity” and to “renovation.” It’s difficult 
to discern what specifically struck a chord in the life of  those joining, but these categories would indicate a church that is 
perceived as being on the move or a church that is positioned for growth.  

What application can we derive from this?  
Well, the Strategic Planning Committee will soon be asking tougher questions like what aspects of  the church’s current 
work add the most value to the kingdom…or what are we missing in our church life and outreach…when we say this is 
a home for all who enter here, do we truly mean that…or are there some good things that we are doing that we should 
relinquish in order to do better things?  As we explore whatever the Spirit may lead us to consider—and we have no clue 
at this stage what that will be—if  the old chorus of  “we shall not be, we shall not be moved” begins to play through our 
hearts and minds, let’s be reminded that there was a cluster of  survey respondents who were drawn to ESBC because they 
understood we were not content to sit still.  

Shifting to the Present
As we soon shift our focus to the present, this will be the time to try our best to understand and assess where we are.  What 
is the state of  the church?  And what is the state of  the community and world in which we serve.  Will status quo serve the 
kingdom well?  Will we need to do some re-engineering?    Remember that it is NOT the Strategic Planning Committee’s 
assignment to suggest what the church should do next.  It IS our assignment to reflect back to you what we hear you 
saying to us through the leadership of  the Holy Spirit.  So, when the next survey comes out, please, spend some time on 
your knees, think through the questions, and listen for the Lord’s guidance in responding.  We would also encourage you 
to devote some time to processing the questions that will be posed in any small group settings—whether Sunday School 
classes, interest groups, cluster meetings, even committee meetings.  Be sure to approach group conversations prayerfully.  
Be gracious in listening to ideas of  others.  And have someone ready to jot down the key thoughts and recommendations 
that arise from the conversation, then pass those thoughts on to Stephen, Denise, me or to any of  the members of  the 
Strategic Planning Committee.  

Will we continue to express ourselves as a church on the move, stretching ourselves to become more and more the 
congregation the Lord would have us to be?  Let’s commit ourselves to coming before the Lord in prayer to see what He 
has in mind for the years to come!


