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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e
Regathering Plans
Well, let’s try this again.  As you know, we were all set to 
regather as a congregation on June 14; but when the spread 
of the Coronavirus started spiking in South Carolina, and 
Greenville was designated as a “hotspot,” the staff and 
Deacons decided to postpone our regathering plans and 
reevaluate at the end of June.  On June 30, the staff and 
Deacons met again to consider plans to regather; but since 
the number of COVID cases and related hospitalizations 
has continued to increase, our church leaders  decided to 
take a different approach.
 
All along, we have been trying to figure out a way to 
maximize our experience of togetherness while still 
maintaining the safest possible environment.  With those 
two primary goals in mind (togetherness and safety), 
the staff and Deacons have come up with a plan for us 
to regather as a congregation in an outside setting each 
Sunday evening at 6:30 beginning July 26 on the grounds 
of Parisview Baptist Church, located at 100 Bud Street in 
Greenville on the corner of Old Buncombe Road (next to 
Lakeview Middle School).  Our plan is to meet each Sunday 
evening through August 30, at which time we will reevaluate. 
 
I served as associate pastor of Parisview from 1987 to 1992; and Chuck’s roots at Parisview even go deeper.  His grandfather 
used to be the pastor of that church.   So that church has a special place in our hearts, and we are so grateful for the 
hospitality of that congregation.  Parisview has two prime resources that our church does not have: acres of land and a lot 
of green space, which will be much more conducive than our property for outside worship in the hot summer months. 
 
The only way this will work for us is if we abide by the social distancing guidelines.  This way, we will still be able to see 
each other, speak to each other from a distance, and worship together in person.  Of course, in an outside setting, weather 
will be a factor.  Even though it will be hot, we will be gathering in a shady area.  We are asking that you bring your own 
lawn chairs or blankets and make yourself as comfortable as possible, and feel free to bring your own water.   In the event 
of rain, we will cancel the service and spread the word as efficiently and effectively as possible. 
 
Of course, we will continue to provide our on-line worship videos each Sunday, audio of our services by phone, as well as 
our mid-week on-line devotionals, weekly e-blasts and other on-line resources, as well as our weekly newsletter to keep our 
congregation informed and connected.  Eventually, when the Coronavirus numbers are down and it is safer for us to gather 
inside, we will regather in our own climate-controlled sanctuary as we had originally planned, which will hopefully help 
us appreciate our beautiful sanctuary even more than we already do.  But until then, we continue to ask for your prayers, 
patience, and cooperation as we make plans to maximize our togetherness in the safest possible way.
 
Of course, these regathering plans could change just as our other regathering plans have changed.  But for now, this is 
the plan, and we are looking forward to seeing each other and worshiping with each other in person beginning July 26.  
In the meantime, I am asking our church again, as I have asked you so often in recent months, to remain united so that 
our witness in this community will continue to be vibrant and strong despite the challenges we are facing.  We are so 
grateful for the generous financial support that you have so faithfully given that enable our church to fulfill our mission 
locally, nationally, and internationally.  And we will certainly depend on your continued financial support in the weeks 
and months ahead.  We may have to be more creative than ever before, but we are also more determined than ever before, 
as individuals and as a church, to live “the greater way” - - loving God, loving neighbors, and making disciples.
 
Stephen



Sunday, July 19
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Solo: Somebody’s Knocking at My Door 
         by Bruce Schoonmaker, baritone and 
         Gail Schoonmaker, piano
Scripture:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Summer Sermon Series: Kingdom People: Scenes    .    
                                        from Matthew’s Gospel
Sermon:   “Don’t Blame the Preacher” 
                 by Stephen Clyborne
Anthem:  Open My Eyes, Spirit Divine
                by the Sanctuary Choir
 

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
Kingdom People: Scenes from Matthew’s Gospel

June 21 – August 23

In the synoptic Gospels, the theme of Jesus’ preaching and 
teaching was the kingdom of heaven, the rule and reign of 
God.   He  taught that the kingdom of heaven was a present, 
but future reality - - already, but not yet.  In the model 
prayer, He taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  But exactly what is 
the kingdom of heaven?  For what are we praying when we 
pray for God’s kingdom to come?  If God’s kingdom were 
to come on earth, what would it look like?   What does it 
mean for us to be kingdom people?  This summer, we will 
considering scenes from Matthew’s Gospel for answers to 
those questions.

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

For this week’s hymn meditation, I have chosen the first 
verse of a hymn that I used to sing on the church bus when 
I was a teenager, back in the last century.  It was a spiritual 
song then, but now it is in our hymnal. I pray that these 
words will be true of all of us:

We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children
Bethany Hovis (ext. 209) – bethany@ESBCgreenville.org

Virtual VBS is coming! Here are the important details!
• Please sign up here to participate: https://forms.gle/

FcVJNsvKS1PDacu8A .
• The deadline to sign up and be guaranteed a t-shirt is 

this Friday, July 17th.
• Forward the link on to friends and family who might 

want to join us!
• Mark your calendar for July 23rd, 2:30 to 4:30! Drive 

through the church portico to pick up your VBS kit 
before VBS begins on the 26th!

• Questions? Give me a call or send me an email! 

The congregation of Earle Street Baptist Church is invited 
to celebrate the marriage of Bethany Hovis and Kevin 
Davenport.
 
Planning to attend?  Please RSVP no later than Friday, 
July 24 by visiting www.rsvp.thedavs.com.
 
Can’t attend?  No need to respond but Bethany and Kevin 
covet your prayers for their special day!
 
Questions?  Call or email Bethany at (864) 270-0829 or 
bethany@esbcgreenville.org.



Mot Carroll, Bettie Fabian, and Margo and 
John Love and families in the recent death of Margo’s, 

Mot’s and Bettie’s sister-in-law, Barbara Leach.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Morice Smith

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$6,648
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$6,394
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support .....................$9,483 

IN MEMORIAM
RALPH MCBRIDE

February 15, 1925 - July 14, 2020

DEACON ELECTION
Scheduled for September 27

 
In June of each year, as prescribed by the church’s constitution 
and bylaws, our congregation normally votes to elect six 
deacons to serve a three-year term.  After the election in 
June, the deacons normally have a transitional meeting in 
August to prepare for the start of the new church year in 
September.  Since we are not currently gathering in person 
on campus due to the current public health situation, our 
deacons voted in June to postpone the election until the 
last Sunday in September.  The senior deacons who would 
normally be rotating off have agreed to continue to serve 
until the election can be held.
 
In preparation for this upcoming election, we plan to share 
information over the next few weeks that we hope will help 
you in several ways.  First, we hope it will help you know 
more about the duties and responsibilities of a deacon at 
ESBC so you can make an educated decision as to whether 
you are willing and able to serve if elected.  Second, we 
hope it will help you as you prayerfully consider for whom 
you will vote in the election in September.
 
Biblical Background
The term deacon comes from the Greek word diákonos, 
meaning servant or minister.  In Acts 6:1-6, after the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost , the church 
began to grow so fast that some believers, particularly 
widows, were being neglected in the daily distribution 
of food and alms, or charitable gifts.  Also, as the church 
expanded, logistical challenges arose at meetings mainly 
because of the size of the fellowship.  The apostles, who 
had their hands full caring for the spiritual needs of the 
church, decided to appoint seven leaders who could tend to 
the physical and administrative needs of the church body.  
The seven people chosen in Acts 6 are never actually called 
“deacons,” but most New Testament interpreters believe 
they were the forerunners of the officers officially known as 
deacons later in the New Testament.  Here at Earle Street 
Baptist Church, deacons are servant leaders who, like the 
early deacons, are charged with the purpose of serving 
Christ and the church in many ways.
 
In First Timothy 3:8-13, the qualifications of a deacon are 
listed.  Take time to read these verses and the qualifications 
listed there.  Remember that, by the high standards listed in 
these verses, no one perfectly qualifies.  But we should pray 
for wisdom to vote for people in our church family who 
most closely reflect these biblical standards.
 
In addition to the biblical qualifications, our church 
Constitution and Bylaws require that members meet certain 
requirements in order to be eligible to serve.  We’ll discuss 
those qualifications and some of the duties of a deacon here 
at ESBC in upcoming editions, so stay tuned!

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, July 5, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ..........................................................$16, 412
Budget Requirements to Date ...............................$762,156
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$755, 651

Sunday, July 12, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ..........................................................$40, 821
Budget Requirements to Date ...............................$790,384
Budget Gifts to Date .............................................$796,472



NEW PRAYER GUIDES AVAILABLE!
 
The Prayer Team is excited and pleased to announce the daily devotion/prayer guides for the second half of 2020 are 
now available.   This prayer guide provides a daily devotional thought designed to encourage us to pray as individuals 
and as a church family.  The prayer guide is available in several formats at this time.  You may access it electronically by 
visiting our web site and clicking on the “Daily Prayer Guide” button towards the bottom of the home page.  You can 
request to have the prayer guide emailed directly to you by contacting John Kincaid, a member of the Prayer Team, 
at kincaidje@yahoo.com.   Once we regather on campus for in-person worship, the traditional booklet format will be 
available for pick-up. 

From the Minister Of AdministrationFrom the Minister Of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

Learning What I Don’t Know

The English language can be tricky.  Our language is full of weird spelling, grammar and pronunciation rules.  We 
have words that are spelled the same but have two completely different meanings like tear (as in crying) and tear (as 
in ripping apart).  There are words that can have two completely opposite meanings like bat (as in a flying mammal) 
or bat (as in sports equipment.)  Some words become plural with the letter S added at the end (games) while irregular 
plural words  don’t have an S added (children or feet.)  Then there are phrases and words that have lost their original 
intent and now mean something completely different.  I’m always interested in learning the history behind some of 
these words and phrases.

Colonial Terms 
On a vacation to Colonial Williamsburg many years ago, I learned the meaning of two phrases that I have often 
heard but never thought about where they came from.  When my oldest son, Drew, was a preschooler, his hair was 
so blond that it was almost white.  People would frequently refer to him as a “towhead.”  During a historical tour 
on that vacation,  the docent explained that the word “tow” is another word for the flax or hemp that was used for 
spinning. This flax was very light in color and therefore, children with white or light colored hair would have been 
called a towhead.  Another phrase that originated in the late 1700s was “Pudding head.”  Colonial parents believed, 
that if their toddler fell frequently while learning to walk, their brains could become scrambled, making them like 
the consistency of pudding.  Toddlers often wore pudding caps, padded bonnets, to prevent them from becoming 
pudding heads.  While children were affectionally referred to as “little pudding heads” in 1776, the term has a less than 
flattering meaning now, indicating a lack of intelligence.

A Darker Meaning
On Sunday evening, I watched via live stream an event hosted by the Greenville Baptist Association entitled “The 
Gospel, Race & Justice: A Conversation” which featured three South Carolina pastors.  Josh Powell, SCBC President, 
opened the event with a historical look at the South Carolina Baptist Convention and how racial tensions were 
interwoven into this history.  Then the panel of pastors, including Alex Sands, President-elect of the SCBC and Will 
Broadus, a GBA church planter, discussed the current environment using questions from the audience to lead the 
discussion.  During this event, I learned the background of a phrase I have heard all my life and one used in both 
common and professional environments – “ a grandfather clause.”  Following the end of the Civil War, the 15th 
Amendment was enacted to prevent racial discrimination in voting. However, Southern states attempted to block 
African Americans from voting while exempting white voters from taking literacy tests through a “grandfather clause”.  
Basically, if a voter’s grandfather had voted in the election before the end of the Civil War, that voter could vote in 
elections following the war, obviously removing the ability for former slaves to vote.  I will view this phrase in a 
different light now that I know this dark history.

This newfound knowledge of this phrase, used so often and in so many situations, only serves to remind me of how 
much I don’t know about so many things.  But I’m choosing to remain committed and open to learning.  And, if 
you are interested in learning more as well, I would encourage you to watch the recording of the event from this past 
Sunday. Simply visit the web site of Rocky Creek Baptist Church and click on the link to the archived conversation 
there on their home page.  I’ve included the link information below. I promise you that you’ll learn something.

https://rockycreekonline.org/the-gospel-race-justice-conversation/


