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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

Last Sunday, our Strategic Planning 
Committee provided a guide for “Seven 
Days of  Prayer.”  That guide gave us 

ways to prayerfully prepare for a survey that will be made 
available to the congregation this coming Sunday, October 
3.  We are hoping that all church members will prayerfully 
respond to the survey as God leads.  Online and hard-copy 
surveys will be available.  The more responses we receive, 
the more helpful the survey will be to the Strategic Planning 
Committee.  And the more prayerful the responses are, the 
more confident we will be in the Lord’s direction.

I have been so impressed with our Strategic Planning 
Committee’s work, especially the emphasis on prayer.  
Working hand-in-hand with our Prayer Team, the Strategic 
Planning Committee has been insistent that every phase of  
the strategic planning process be supported and directed 
by the prayers of  God’s people.  Rather than rushing into 
their work, or asking the congregation to offer opinions 
that were not directed by prayer, the Committee has set 
the example for us to pray first and seek God’s guidance 
before we make any plans or reach any conclusions.  I can 
personally vouch for the fact that the Strategic Planning 
Committee has approached this process without any 
agenda except to hear what the Lord is speaking into the 
hearts of  our people.  

As you know, the Committee rolled out “Our Journey in 
Faith” months ago by leading us in prayers of  thanksgiving 
for our church’s past.  The focus on our past concluded 
with a survey of  our church members about when and 
how they became a part of  our church family.  A summary 
of  the Committee’s findings was included in last week’s 
newsletter.  We have now moved into a focus on our 
present, preceded again by a season of  prayer.  This is a 
time to reflect on how well our church currently fulfills 
its mission, as well as our strengths and growth areas.  We 
need your honest and prayerful evaluation of  our present 
in order to prepare for the third and final phase of  the 
process focusing on our future together.

The third phase of  the process will be based on the 
prayerful responses of  the church to the survey, as we 
envision the future that God has in store for us as we enter 
into a second century of  ministry and missions.  Every 
step along the way, we are prayerfully trusting each other, 
the Strategic Planning Committee, the church, and the 
process; and ultimately, our trust is in God, who has been 
our help in ages past and will be our hope for years to 
come.

Prayerfully,
Stephen

NEW SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Beginning in November (exact date yet to be determined) 
when we move into our newly refreshed and renovated 
Sanctuary, we will go back to just one hour of  Sunday 
School and one hour of  worship, with a shorter break 
between Sunday School and worship.  The deacons and 
staff  are excited about our entire congregation worshiping 
all together again in the same place at the same time.  The 
new schedule will be:

9:15 - 10:15 am: Sunday School 
10:30 - 11:30 am:  Worship Service

In order for us to make this shift, several Sunday School 
classes will have to meet in different classrooms than the 
classrooms in which they are currently meeting.  We will 
work hard to make this transition as smooth as possible, 
and minimize inconvenience and disruption.  We are all 
eagerly anticipating the completion of  all the sanctuary 
renovations and look forward to a renewed sense of  
excitement about being together in one service again.

DIVORCE RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP
for anyone who is going through, 

or has been through, the pain of divorce
This Tuesday, October 5

6:30 pm in Room 200

For more information about this support group, please 
contact Stephen Clyborne at 233-5332, ext. 204 or 
stephen@esbcgreenville.org.



RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Lynne Hobus     Joe Wright

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

Sunday, October 3
9:00 and 10:30 am

in the Fellowship Hall
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

World Communion Sunday
Ordinance of  Communion

Anthem: You Are the Bread by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Sermon Series: BACK TO THE FUTURE
Sermon:   “Doing What We Have Always Done”
                  by Stephen Clyborne

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of September 26, 2021

Sunday School Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................188
Virtual .............................................................................15
Total ..............................................................................203 
Worship Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................219
Virtual ...........................................................................135
Total ..............................................................................354

 

BUDGET REPORT
Report for Sunday, September 26, 2021
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$24,865
Budget Requirements to Date ...........................$1,068,834
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$999,731

Capital Campaign (Sanctuary Renewal) .................$47,629

DEACON OF THE WEEK
Joe Jones is our deacon of the 
week.    He has been attending 
Earle Street since 1950.  He and 
his wife Deborah have been 
married since 1979 and have a 
daughter, a son, two grandsons 
and a granddaughter. Joe 
is retired and in retirement 
enjoys spending time with his 
grandchildren and camping 

with the Boy Scouts.  In addition to being the current  
deacon chairman, Joe is the Scoutmaster for ESBC’s 
Troop & Pack 30 and serves on the Safety Team.

Midweek Recharge Fall Schedule 

Adults
6:00 - 6:25 pm: Adult Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 - 7:15 pm: Adult Discipleship Groups
• Search for Significance - Single Adults - Led by Stephen 

Clyborne (Room 204)
• What Is God Like: A Study of  His Attributes - Any 

Adult - Led by Larry Worley and Andy Clark (Room 
201)

• Knowing God by Name - Men’s Discipleship Group - 
Led by Ted Brigman (Room 202)

• Acceptance and Gratitude - Women’s Discipleship 
Group - Led by Kathy Turner (Room 203)

• Mom’s Group - Led by Mary Beth Young (Room 
100)

Youth
5:00 - 6:00 pm: Youth Hang Out and 9-Square (FLC)
6:00 - 7:00 pm: Youth Small Group Bible Study (FLC)

Preschool and Children
6:00-6:40 pm: Preschool and children’s choirs rehearsals 
6:45-7:15 pm: Activities for preschoolers and children

A NEW WAY TO GIVE

It’s now even easier to get our budget offerings caught up. 
Just text ESBCGREENVILLE to 73256. Then click the 
link in the text and follow the prompts on your screen. 

If  you have any questions, please contact  Gina Conn at 
gina@esbcgreenville.org or Denise Plumblee at denise@
esbcgreenville.org. 



From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children

Karli Selz (ext. 209) – karli@ESBCgreenville.org

Trunk or Treat
Join us Friday, October 
22 from 5:30 - 7:30 
for our Trunk Or 
Treat! We will have 
20+ decorated trunks, 
candy, cupcakes, food 
trucks, snow cones, 
games, and treats 
for kids of  all ages! 
If  you would like to 
participate or help, we 
need: 

• Individually wrapped candy (bins will be in both 
the 2nd floor Welcome Center and the Preschool 
Welcome Center)

• Trunk host, sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C044CAAA82BA0FD0-esbc 

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Youth Choir—Our numbers are growing! Just a reminder 
of  our regular schedule:
     4:15 - 5:00 pm: Youth Choir rehearsal
     5:00 – 5:30 pm: Youth Handbell rehearsal



Tickets will be on sale online April 4-25th!

JANIE CHAPMAN OFFERING
FOR STATE MISSIONS

Offering Goal - $5,000
Received to Date - $5,260

Transforming Lives Together 
Thank you for your generous gifts to the Janie Chapman 
Offering! 

STRATEGIC 
PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 
SURVEY

 
This Sunday, October 3, the Strategic Planning 
Committee, seeking to understand our present church, 
will ask our church family to complete a survey reflecting 
on the many aspects that make up the present Earle Street 
Baptist Church.

Your reflections and comments are very important as 
preparations and plans are formulated for our church’s 
future. Hopefully the Seven Days of  Prayer prayer 
guide, which preceded this survey, has prepared you to 
thoughtfully and prayerfully complete it.  If  you haven’t 
used this prayer guide in preparation for completing the 
survey, you can access it by clicking on this link. Please 
be as specific as possible with your answers, supplying 
examples when appropriate to illustrate your response. 
Please be assured your completed survey will be 
anonymous to the Strategic Planning Committee.

Multiple Ways to Access the Survey

• An eblast with a link to the survey will be sent on 
Sunday, October 3 to individuals on the church’s 
email distribution list.  Although all submissions are 
anonymous, Survey Monkey, our survey provider, 
does not allow for more than one submission per 
email address.  If  you and your significant other 
share  an email address,  one of  you can complete the 
survey by email and the other can access the survey 
on the church’s web site at www.esbcgreenville.org  
by clicking on the link for the survey at the top of  the 
home page.

• Paper copies of  the survey will be available at both 
worship services on October 3, October 10, and 
October 17.  These paper copies can be completed 
at home and dropped in the secure box located in the 
church office or mailed to the church. Paper copies 
will also be mailed to anyone requesting a hard copy 
as well as to individuals without electronic access.

The deadline for the survey completion is Sunday, 
October 17, 2021. We hope everyone will feel comfortable 
participating and completing the survey. If  you need any 
assistance or have questions, please contact any member 
of  the Strategic Planning Committee: David Newton, 
Ed Hogan, Grey Register, Bruce Schoonmaker, Libby 
Young, Sharon Youkey.  If  you have trouble accessing 
the survey, you may contact Denise Plumblee or Ellen 
Heyward.

We are excited about your input and look forward to small 
group discussions around the survey topics in your Sunday 
School classes. Once the survey results are compiled, a 
report will be given to the congregation. Please continue 
to pray for our church and for our committee as we listen 
to each other.

  1 - Susan Brown, Brian Cockman, Julie Kay, Cheryl Field,
       Joseph Akers
  2 - Kip Gray, Finous Coleman, John Novelli, Melanie Wells
  3 - Justin Kistler, Jimmy Milam, Lisa Brigman, 
       Stephanie Marchbanks, Nancy Rowe
  4 - Amy Bingham, Aria Del Brooks
  5 - Don Kirkland, Rembert Baker, James Mann, 
       Rebekah Matthews, Charlotte Boehm, Andy Bass,
       Beverly Bass, Samantha Hartley
  6 - Kolby Harrison, Judy Ferrone, Bruce Stevens
  7 - Jason Gillespie, Scarlett Watson, Eric Wells
       Scarlett Osborne, Ashley Alexander, Savannah Griffin
  8 - Bill Swartzel, Harper Boland
  9 - Kitty Mattos, Deborah Gilreath
10 - Elizabeth Wassynger, Mary Ann Scully, Jan Lewis,
       Denise Plumblee, Macy Gambrell
12 - Meredith Tomlinson, Holly Traywick, Dell Aycock
13 - Shanna Brooks
14 - Kathy Huggins, Sarah Rebecca Hill
15 - Meg Stovall, Greg Wilson, Jack Madison
16 - Chris Roberts, Quinn Johnson
17 - Kenneth Brown, Stephen Clyborne, Dennis Long,
       Jack Mackenzie, Ted Brigman, Wendell Cothran,
       Harper Burton
18 - Vivian Whitfield, Terri Moore
19 - Donna Simmons, Andrew Worrell, Carole Bannister
20 - Nancy Sizemore, Faron Justice, Vera Williams,
       Chloe Callaham, Davis Callaham, Teresa Hutchinson
       Michael Powell
21 - Jay Gibson
22 - Erik Parris, Brantley Shugart
23 - Leslie Plasters, Corie Slate, Erin Watson
24 - Mary McWhorter, Joe Gilliam, Harrison Rapp
25 - Barry Brooks, Russell Young, Nora Harmon,
       Jesse Ouzts
26 - Ann Green, Camnie Kay Fitzsimmons, Jeff  French,
       Edwin White, Karli Selz
27 - Shane Rawls, Joey Stevenson, Morgan Blackman,
       Marie Tanner, Barbara Hawkins
28 - Tiffany Harrison, Lonnie Clayton, Todd Davenport
29 - Katie Barnett
31 - Jana Payne, Kathy Rolfe, Connor Martin, 
       Jeannie Flowe, Scott Jeter

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

https://4b93c8ba-1ae8-43b5-b56c-54c1e69fbdf5.filesusr.com/ugd/db545c_30075073d838486f87a44edf875c4b36.pdf

