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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

     Unless we stick our heads in the sand, there is no way to avoid the polarization, hatred, and even 
evil in our world.  We live in such a fearful, fallen, sinful, broken world.  In recent weeks, our nation 
has been torn apart again by racial strife, and we are left to wonder what we can and should be saying 
and doing, as individuals and as a church, to oppose the evil of racism wherever we find it.  With our 
limited resources, where do we even start?  How can we actually make a difference in this kind of 

world?
     While it is true that we cannot do everything, and there are some things only God can do, we should never let the 
magnitude of these issues keep us from doing what God is enabling and calling us to do.  In the church, we must be 
faithful in representing the truth of Christ and the claims of the gospel.  By the power of the Spirit at work among us, we 
must proclaim and live out the justice and mercy, truth and grace, that Jesus taught and modeled for us.    We may not 
always agree on how we apply the gospel, but we all agree that we must start somewhere.  We cannot do everything, but 
we all must do what we know in our hearts God is calling us to do.  To fail to do so is also sinful.    
     The response to evil is not a “one-size-fits-all” response.  What you are led to do may be different from what I am led 
to do.  But we are all called to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.  How you go about doing that will 
grow out of your personal relationship with God through the Spirit, under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  But as followers 
of Jesus, we just do not have the option or the luxury of doing nothing.  What is God calling you to do?  May God give 
us all wisdom to know what to do, and courage to do it.
     What I am being led to do first is listen to people I respect, and pray intensively about what we can do.  Rather than 
presuming to know what a church like ours can/should do, Chuck and I are engaging in conversations with some of 
our friends and mission partners to ask them what we can do to partner with them in racial reconciliation.  Because our 
church already has longstanding and ongoing relationships and partnerships with organizations that minister alongside the 
African-American community (Rolling Readers, Triune Mercy Center, Landwood Ridge Apartments, Greenville Church 
Without Walls, A House on Beekman, and even our own basketball ministry), hopefully our church has built some 
credibility and trust through the years.  I have no interest in making the news, or making some grand pronouncement that 
will come across as hollow words and empty rhetoric.  The last thing I want to do is swoop in and grandstand to make us 
feel better about ourselves.  I want to engage in meaningful action in partnership with other believers to share the gospel 
of Jesus in word and deed. 
     Until now, our support of these organizations has been to partner with them to fulfill their respective mission statements, 
which, of course, we will continue to do.  But now that we have those relationships established, my prayer is that we can be 
more intentional in joining with our mission partners in working toward racial reconciliation in our community.  We may 
not be able to change the realities on the ground in Minneapolis, but by God’s power at work in us, we can, and we must, 
work with other believers to let the light of Jesus shine in Greenville - - working as if it all depends on us and praying as if 
it all depends on God, doing everything we can and trusting God to do what only God can do.

REGATHERING
Sunday, June 14th

9:00 am and 11:00 am

We are excited about the opportunity to regather on campus for worship starting June 14.  Our goal for June 14, and the 
following Sundays, will be to gather for worship in an atmosphere that glorifies God and allows us to worship Him while 
providing for an environment that is safe for our congregation.  A tremendous amount of planning and thought has been 
given as to how we can achieve both of these goals.  We hope you will join us in our excitement about returning to worship 
on campus and will work with us towards making this goal a reality.
 
Details about our regathering process are outlined later in this newsletter.  We encourage you to read these details carefully 
so you will be prepared and knowledgeable about what to expect on June 14th.  We ask for your cooperation, patience, 
and understanding  as we move forward with regathering. 



NEW PHONE STREAMING SERVICE
864-732-ESBC

 
Would you like to listen to the weekly worship service but 
don’t have internet access, a smart phone or computer?  We 
are excited to announce that we have implemented a new 
phone streaming system which will allow anyone with a 
phone – land line or cell – to listen to our worship services.  
It’s as simple as calling a local phone number, following the 
prompts, and listening to the service!
 
Just call 732-ESBC (3722) and you can listen to the 
recorded service from the previous Sunday morning.  We 
hope to be able to actually live stream our services using this 
system once we implement our live streaming service.  We 
encourage you to call the number and join us for worship!

  .............................................................................................. 

Sunday, June 7
Trinity Sunday

 
 
Hymn of Praise: Holy, Holy, Holy
Anthem:   Spirit of Mercy, Truth and Love
                 by the Sanctuary Choir (June 16, 2019)
Scripture:  Matthew 28:16-20
Sermon:   “One God” by Stephen Clyborne

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

REGATHERING AT ESBC
Here’s what you need to know!

Seating Capacity – To allow for proper social distancing, we will only be able to utilize approximately 30% of our 
Sanctuary.  The balcony will be reserved for volunteers and their families. Once the Sanctuary reaches its capacity, the 
Fellowship Hall will be available for overflow seating.  Since seating is limited to certain pews, Sanctuary Hosts will be 
assisting people with finding a seat.  

Entry and Exit – There will be a one way flow of traffic through the building. Guests will enter the main building at the 
Welcome Center and go directly to the third floor via the front stairwell or the new elevator.  At the conclusion of the 
worship service, guests will exit the Sanctuary through the vestibule, using the steps down to Earle Street.  Guests with 
mobility issues may remain seated and be escorted out by a Sanctuary Host via the elevator.

Worship Service – Once you are seated, please remain in your seats until the service has concluded.  We will dismiss each 
service by row to allow for proper social distancing.

Safety Precautions – Guests will be offered masks and hand sanitizer as they enter the building.  Facial coverings are not 
required but are encouraged.  Masks will be required for anyone riding the elevator since there is not sufficient space to 
be socially distanced.  There will be an elevator attendant and only one family may ride the elevator at a time.  All doors 
leading to the Sanctuary will be propped open for entry and exit.

Cleaning – We will be cleaning and sanitizing before, in between and after the worship services.  

Limited Access/Restrooms -  Access within the main building will be limited to the traffic flow to the Sanctuary.  The 
entire first floor and the majority of the second and third floor will not be accessible.  The restrooms on the third floor 
near the History Wall will be available with a limit of two individuals inside at one time.  Additionally the doors to these 
restrooms will be propped open to provide a touch-less entry.

Casual Attire – Please feel free to dress casual for worship this summer!  

Social Distancing – While we are very excited to see each other in person, remember to maintain the appropriate social 
distance between you and others not in your family.  While we should not hug others or shake hands, we can certainly 
greet each other in a variety of new and creative ways.  You can wave, simply say hello, mime a fist bump and “blow it up” 
for fun, or do a salute of some sorts.  Be creative but just be distant!

Be Thankful! Remember to give thanks to God for the opportunity to be back on campus for worship.  And express your 
thanks to our volunteers who help to make this return to campus possible.

“When they said, “Let’s go to the house of God,”
    my heart leaped for joy.”

Psalm 122:1 (The Message)



RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Betty Jo Campbell

Wendell, Judy and Jonathan Cothran in the death of 
Wendell’s sister and Jonathan’s aunt, Nancy Porter.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, May 31, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$26,869
Budget Requirements to Date ...............................$621,016
Budget Gifts to Date .............................................$657,962

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$6,548
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$6,344
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support .....................$8,683 

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org
As we make plans to regather on Sunday, June 14, we 
will do so without any congregational or choral singing.  
The American Choral Directors Association, the National 
Association of Teachers of Singing, and medical experts 
have agreed singing can spread COVID-19 more than 
any other activity. So, for the foreseeable future, we will be 
without group singing. While we all will miss this (myself 
in particular), we must err on the side of caution.  We will 
sing again because God created us to sing. God created the 
earth to sing, so we may need to let nature sing for us right 
now. I leave you with these words from the hymn This Is 
My Father’s World:

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears,
All nature sings, and round me rings 

the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world, I rest me in the thought

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought.

LIVING THE GREATER WAY AT A DISTANCE:
GIFTS TO AND THROUGH OUR CHURCH

These unsettling times have presented us with new reasons 
and new opportunities to live, love, and give “the greater 
way.”  Thank you so much for your continued faithfulness 
and generosity in supporting our church.  You may mail 
your offerings to ESBC, 225 West Earle Street – Greenville, 
SC  29609 or give online through our website: www.
esbcgreenville.org.
 
If you would like to give over and above your regular tithes 
and offerings to the church, you may designate an offering 
in one or more of these ways:
 

Benevolence Fund 
Coronavirus Relief

Earle Street Academy

Prayerfully consider how God has blessed you and how 
you can bless others through your gifts to and through our 
church.



AS WE REGATHER – VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
 
While we are excited about the opportunity to begin gathering again for worship on June 14, we will need a variety of 
volunteers to help facilitate our regathering.  We realize that many of the volunteers who served earlier in the year may not 
feel comfortable serving or even returning to church now for worship.  Additionally, the details and logistics of our worship 
services will look different than they did on March 8 when we last gathered for worship.  Therefore, we are enlisting four 
new groups of volunteers to assist in our worship services for the time being.
 
• Outside Hosts – These volunteers will be responsible for interacting with guests as they arrive and enter the building.  

Their responsibilities will include directing guests to the Welcome Center entrance, managing the pedestrian traffic 
outside as they wait to enter, manning the hand sanitizing stations and handing out masks to guests, and managing the 
flow of guests entering the building. All of these volunteers will be stationed outside of the building. 

 
• Inside Hosts – These volunteers will be responsible for interacting with guests as they make their way through the 

building to the Sanctuary.  Their responsibilities will include operating the new elevator to take guests to the third floor, 
monitoring the stairwell to keep people moving at appropriate distances, directing guests through to the Sanctuary and 
monitoring the hallways and restrooms.  These volunteers will be stationed in the new elevator, the front stairwell of 
the new building, and in the lobby and hallway on the third floor of the new building.

 
• Sanctuary Hosts – These volunteers will be responsible for interacting with guests while they are in the Sanctuary.  

Their responsibilities will include directing guests to the appropriate seating in the Sanctuary, monitoring the doors 
to the Sanctuary during the service and directing guests as they exit out through the front doors of the Sanctuary and 
down the front steps to Earle Street.  These volunteers will be stationed in the Sanctuary.

 
• Overflow Hosts (if needed) – These volunteers will be responsible for interacting with guests that are directed into the 

overflow rooms when/if the Sanctuary has met capacity limits.  Their responsibilities will include directing guests to 
the overflow area, directing guests to the appropriate seating, monitoring the doors to the overflow area, and directing 
guests as they exit out of the overflow area.

 
• Cleaning Crew – These volunteers will be responsible for cleaning and sanitizing the various areas throughout the 

building including the entrance areas, exit areas, bathrooms and Sanctuary.  These volunteers will work between the 
worship services.

 
Volunteers will be asked to be at their volunteer station approximately 30 minutes before the worship service starts.  
Volunteers will be asked to attend a training session and wear a mask for the entire time of their volunteer service. If you 
have questions about the various volunteer opportunities, you may also contact Chuck Emory, Janice Hinnant or Denise 
Plumblee.
 
Again, we realize there are many people in our church family who are not able for many reasons to serve at this time.  
However, if you are able to volunteer, your help will be invaluable in making our worship services a safe and meaningful 
experience.

GATHERED AND SCATTERED!
 
While we look forward to the opportunity to begin gathering again on campus for worship, we also know that 
worship among the believers of ESBC continues in our homes.   Many members of our congregation are not able 
or are not ready to return to in-person worship at this time for a variety of reasons.  We understand and honor this 
decision.  For those of you in our church family who will continue to worship in your home sanctuary for the time 
being, we miss you and know you are worshiping with us as the body of Christ here at ESBC. 
 
We will continue to provide our worship services via our YouTube Channel.  The direct link to these services can 
be found on our web site and on our Facebook page.  Additionally, we are pleased to be able to provide an audio 
of our worship services though our new phone streaming service.  Be sure and read the details of this new service 
in another article in this newsletter edition. 
 
During this time when we are both gathered and scattered, let us not forget that we are all the family of God here 
at Earle Street Baptist Church, regardless of where we are.


