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ALL GATHERINGS AND 
ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED 

THROUGH APRIL 4TH

All gatherings and activities continue to be suspended on 
our campus and in all buildings through April 4.  It is likely 
that the suspension will go longer, probably well into April.   
Please stay tuned to our various communication channels 
where we will provide updates.  If  you haven’t signed up to 
receive information via our electronic and online delivery 
channels, please reach out to the church office or any staff  
minister for assistance.

YOUTH SUNDAY
This Sunday, March 29

This Sunday on our church calendar is designated as Youth 
Sunday, a day when we recognize and celebrate the youth 
in our church family.  While we can’t gather together on 
campus to celebrate them, we can still celebrate them 
through our online worship service.  Join us this Sunday 
morning as we recognize our youth and their contributions 
to our church family.  

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
One way the youth are leading during this time of  
separation is by meeting together via a text group.  On 
Wednesday, March 18, the youth met in their four small 
groups – middle school girls, middle school boys, high 
school girls and high school boys.  They listened to and 
reflected on the podcast “Where Fire Has Been: Chasing 
Huckleberries” by Levi Lusko (Google it and listen!)  They 
were reminded that while hard times hurt, these hard 
times are purposeful. One thing that can result is that our 
priorities shift and the things that used to be so important 
aren’t anymore.  The youth talked about how they have 
been spending more time with their families and relying on 
the Lord, who is proving to be the only steady thing in their 
lives.  Think about your priorities this week and see how 
God is changing them during this hard time!

FROM THE PASTOR
     Because of  all the precautions we are taking these days, I 
am having to learn new ways of  being a pastor.  It seems that 
everything I have been taught about pastoral ministry has to be 
reconsidered and revised in these unsettling times.  For example, 
isolation and social distancing go against every pastoral instinct 
I have.  When I hear someone is in the hospital, my immediate 
instinct is to show up. My pastoral life has always been organized 
around Sundays and Wednesdays when I get to see my church 
family face-to-face.  When I see someone, my first instinct is to 
extend my hand or hug that person.  I used to think nothing 
about visiting in church members’ homes, nursing homes, rehab 
facilities, or assisted living facilities.  I have preached to some 
small groups before, but never to an empty sanctuary as I did 
for the first time this past weekend.  Nothing about being a 
pastor seems the same as it did just a few weeks ago.  So please 
be patient with me as I learn how to be a pastor all over again.
     This past week, I received an email from a friend of  mine 
who has been in pastoral ministry for over four decades.  The 
email contained some helpful hints which I have adapted to 
apply to all of  us - - not just pastors.  I long for the day when 
I can be a pastor in the same ways I always have.  But in the 
meantime, I am going to follow this advice as I continue to 
shepherd the flock God has entrusted to my care.  I believe 
these same suggestions apply to all of  us who are learning new 
ways of  being the church to each other:

1. Monitor and follow the health guidelines. Basic and 
accurate information is widely available, but sometimes when 
anxiety is high, even looking for the basics becomes especially 
challenging. Providing reliable information can be part of  
spiritual care.

2. Be a non-anxious presence. Being calm, emotionally 
present, and free from anxiety engenders trust and provides 
the right kind of  care in any crisis, from papercut to pandemic. 
For caregivers to be non-anxious means managing our own 
feelings, so we neither try to flee the situation nor flood it with 
our own emotions or anxieties. People will borrow our calm and 
compassion to assist them in reducing their own anxieties.

3.  Show up for people, even if  it’s not in person. “Avoid 
close contact” is becoming a mantra in this crisis, especially for 
people over 60. Some groups of  people will experience social 
stigma around the virus. In this age, we can show up for people 
digitally. It is not the same as being able to reach out and hold 
a hand. Yet we are fortunate to have this viable option. You are 
likely already connected to people on various social platforms, 
so use them—with care—to offer your support.

4. Listen in love. No matter what turn a crisis takes, one of  
the most enduring and powerful gifts we can offer is to listen. 
By listening we embody the love of  the sacred, the love of  a 
wider community, the love of  life itself. Compassionate listening 
is exactly what people need when they are faced with the 
overwhelming, uncontrollable circumstances of  a crisis.                        
                                                                (Continued on insert.)

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH
One way you can support our youth and students right now 
is with your prayers. Our students of  all ages are sacrificing 
experiences. Our graduating seniors may not have an 
opportunity to wear their caps and gowns to receive their 
diplomas. Pray for their schoolwork as they navigate online 
classes. Send them a note or card to tell them you are 
thinking about them. 



From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children
Bethany Hovis (ext. 209) – bethany@ESBCgreenville.org

THANK YOU!!!
Thank you so so much to everyone to donated to and came 
to our Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, March 8th. Because 
of your donations ahead of time, all of the needed supplies 
were covered, which meant all the proceeds went directly 
to our RAs and GAs for camp. We raised almost $800, 
and it’s all because of this wonderful and supportive church 
family. Thank you, thank you, thank you from our RAs, 
GAs, their families, and me!

Coronavirus Anxiety - Coping with Fear, Stress and Uncertainty

As we find ourselves in the middle of a worldwide pandemic, we are all faced with fear, stress and anxiety over the 
uncertainty of what lies ahead.    We don’t know exactly how we will be impacted or just how bad things might get.  We 
have all heard about the things we should do to protect our physical well-being.   But what about protecting our mental 
and emotional well-being?  Here are some tips that I’m trying to employ that I hope might help you as well.

1. Stay informed but don’t obsessively check the news.  It is vital that we all stay informed about what is happening 
in our community so we can do our part to slow the spread and follow safety precautions.  But if you start to feel 
overwhelmed by the coverage, step away for a while.  Limit how often you check for updates and make sure you stick to 
trustworthy sources.  And if your social media feeds are exacerbating your anxiety, don’t be afraid to “snooze” someone or 
log off for a time.

2.  Focus on the things you can control.  During this time of upheaval, there are many things outside of our control, 
including how long the pandemic will last and how others behave.  When you feel yourself getting sucked in the fear of 
what might happen, shift your focus to the things that you actually control.  Take the necessary steps to reduce your own 
personal risk and the risk of you spreading the virus to others.  Wash your hands and don’t touch your face.  Stay at home as 
much possible and only go out for essential trips. Keep six feet of distance between you and others.  And follow the advice 
of health officials.  They have more information that you do and have the guidance of people who are knowledgeable about 
the situation.

3. Stay connected – even as you physically isolate.  God created us to be social beings.  He created us to thrive on 
connection.  That’s why it is important to stay connected to each other and to our church.  And reach out for support 
when you need it.  Stay in touch with family and friends, even if you are an introvert.  Use technology to see the faces of 
the ones you love and hold dear.

4. Don’t let coronavirus dominate every conversation.  This one is hard right now.  But take a break and find a 
distraction.  Watch a good movie (Phil and I love the Avengers!), read a good book, take a long walk outside, listen to your 
favorite music and focus on something different for a change.  

5. Stay in touch with God.  When you find yourself spiraling into a hole of worry and fear, share that fear and worry 
with God.  I heard someone say this week that “you can’t throw a surprise party for God.”  But even though He knows our 
thoughts, worries and fears, He longs to hear us share them with him.  Nothing is too small or large to share with Him.  
And remember His word.  One of my favorite verses at this time is 2 Timothy 1:7, with emphasis on each and every word.

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.

From the Minister Of AdministrationFrom the Minister Of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org



RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED

Mark Dorsett     Ashley Patterson     Joe Solesbee

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION

Pat Garrett and Noah Garrett and family
upon the recent death of Pat’s mother and

Noah’s grandmother, Diane Ale. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

JIM  MATTOS
January 25, 1932 - March 19, 2020

IN MEMORIAM

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

     This Sunday, March 29, would have been Youth Sunday.  
We would have been led in worship by our Youth Choir, 
the Carillon Ringers, the Jubilate Ringers, as well as other 
youth who would have been doing the various parts of our 
worship service.  I am particularly sad that we will not get 
to experience this at our own church, but…
     A couple of weeks ago (which now seems like a lifetime 
ago), we took 14 youth and 5 adults to our annual Festival 
By the Sea youth choir festival in Myrtle Beach.  We 
gathered with 16 other churches from all over North and 
South Carolina to sing and worship. We had an incredible 
clinician, Philip Shoultz, who kept them very engaged 
through long rehearsals. One of the directors videoed the 
worship service, and we have pulled a couple of pieces from 
it to share on our virtual worship service this Sunday, so 
you will get have a taste of what we do on this weekend 
every year.
     I was very proud of our group, and you should be proud 
of them, too.  These middle and high schoolers gather every 
Sunday afternoon to rehearse, when they could be doing 
other things.  They have been faithful this entire year, and I 
am so grateful for their willingness to participate and share 
their gifts. I also want to thank our wonderful adults who 
went as chaperones: Bill and Andrea Hueble, and Barry 
and Kathryn Brooks.  We could not have done this without 
you!

Youth Choir
*+Hannah Brewer                   +James Hueble                             Jalen Wilson
*Caroline Conte                     +Alaina Huggins                            *Ella Woods
*+Michael Conte                      *Aiden Oswell                         +Grady Woods
*Abbie Fitzsimmons                +Austin Ward                           +Gibson Wyatt
*Camnie Fitzsimmons                                                             *+Virginia Wyatt       

*Jubilate Ringers
+Carillon Ringers

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION
We will continue to mail the newsletter as long as it is 
safe for us to come into the church office. Please make 
sure you sign up for electronic delivery so you can stay 
in touch should we need to suspend the actual mailing 
of the newsletter.

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, March 22, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements ........................................ $28,228
Budget Gifts ..................................................................... $25,373
Budget Requirements to Date ..................................... $338,736
Budget Gifts to Date .................................................... $382,949
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From the PastorFrom the Pastor
Stephen Clyborne (ext. 204) – stephen@ESBCgreenville.org

       1 - Adam Pearce
       2 - Janice Hinnant
       3 - Harry Hayes, Bill Hovis, Abbie Fitzsimmons
       4 - Joe Wright, Bill Pickel, Tate Harmon
       5 - Barbara Aiken, Jackie Chapman, Bryan Tankersley
       6 - John Hipp, Dodie Davis
       7 - Kitty Weldon, Selma Bailey
       8 - Kathy Turner, Jack Martin
       9 - Bobbie Fairbanks, Lennox Hines
     10 - Ron Bridwell
     11 - Annette Henderson, Pam Swain, Will Davis, 
            Reese Patterson
     12 - Lenwood Cochran, Rob Traywick
     13 - Amy Andrews
     14 - Betty Worrell, Lamar McCarrell, Kate Lewis
     15 - Helen Hewitt, Richard Hewitt
     16 - John Freeman
     18 - Bruce Darling, Annie James Fickey
     19 - Pat Smith, Carlee Stanley, Lainey Huggins, Chloe Rau
     20 - Kathy Kincaid, Jonathan Cothran, Kevin Hinnant, 
            Veruca Masters
     21 - Jerry DeYoung, Vicki Kennedy, Mike Brown, Will Lewis
     22 - Pat Riddle, Hunter Freeman
     23 - Phil Watson
     24 - Brenda Atkinson, Miriam Ellenburg, Tatum Johnson
     25 - Nancy Bowler, Jody Solesbee, Davis Huggins, 
            Marygrace Conte
     26 - Kathy Saunders, Shanna Johnson, Charlotte Woods
     27 - Laura Wood, Earl Simmons
     28 - Kay Traynham
     29 - Madison Hayes, Serenity Hayes
     30 - Kay Hogan, Ann Clyborne

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
5. Find ways to make community. The human desire 
to be helpful is incredibly strong. Although a crisis may 
lead some people to withdraw, it can also be a significant 
opportunity to pull together and support each other. Living 
“the greater way” and loving our neighbors creatively can 
pull even quarantined or self-isolated people together in 
organized, caring, and sustainable ways.

6. Take the long view. Find ways to remind yourself  and 
others that God’s loving presence was here before the 
universe itself, and it will be here long after the universe 
has passed away. Seeing ourselves as part of  a much 
larger picture offers groundedness and hope. It can help 
us maintain a sense of  hopefulness about God’s loving 
presence in our lives, even when circumstances threaten 
to dim our hope.

7.  Pray.  Spoken prayers for people who are anxious and 
in great need can reshape a situation’s meaning. Yet in 
times of  trauma and crisis, using too many words can 
sound hollow.  Find new ways to pray for each other, and 
with each other.  

8.  Take breaks from the stress.  Remember that you, 
too, are a finite and limited creature. Tend to your own 
needs. Lean into your own community for support. And 
take turns with others giving care. It is tempting to believe 
in a crisis that we must give or do everything right now. 
Mostly this is not possible. Self-care is not selfish. As this 
outbreak continues to unfold, take steps to renew your 
own energy and hope in the Spirit of  God. 

Knowing you the way I do, I am sure that this crisis will 
only draw us closer to each other and to the God who is 
neither isolated nor distant, a God who transcends any 
barriers which threaten to separate us.  

I love you all and miss being with you in person more 
than I can tell you.

Until we meet again,
Stephen  

ANNIE ARMSTRONG OFFERING 
FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

Goal - $10,000
Received to Date - $2,987

Still Needed - $7,013

DID YOU MISS ANY OF OUR SERVICES? 

Did you know you can catch up on any missed sermons 
or special services on our website and YouTube channel? 
Search for ‘Earle Street Baptist Church’ and subscribe to 
our channel. You’ll be notified when we post a new video! 

EVENTS POSTPONED

Golf  Tournament - October 31

EVENTS CANCELLED
Newcomers Class - March 29
Egg-Stravaganza Egg Hunt - April 4
Operation Inasmuch - April 25



STAYING CONNECTED – TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO GOD

In the wake of  the coronavirus outbreak, there is plenty of  fear and uncertainty to go around. As we increase our 
vigilance in fighting the spread of  the virus, we must also increase our vigilance in staying connected to one another 
and to God. We may find ourselves physically separated, but we can remain spiritually united by keeping in touch with 
one another and joining our hearts together in prayer. As we navigate the upcoming days, there are a number of  ways 
we can remain connected.

Stay in touch with the church
• Check the website (www.esbcgreenville.org)
• Check our Facebook and Instagram pages (search for esbcgreenville and follow and like our pages)
• Subscribe to our YouTube channel (search for Earle Street Baptist Church)
• Congregational Care Email (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to be added)
• The Home Page weekly newsletter (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to subscribe)

Stay in touch with each other
• Check the website (www.esbcgreenville.org)
• Check our Facebook and Instagram pages (search for esbcgreenville and follow and like our pages)
• Congregational Care Email (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to be added)
• The Home Page weekly newsletter (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to subscribe)
• Call, text, and email people in your “sphere of  influence,” e.g., people in your Sunday School class or Midweek 

Recharge group; people who sit near you in church; people who sit at your dinner table on Wednesday nights
• Look through the church pictorial directory to remind you of  people to contact

Stay in touch with God
• Set aside some time each day to hear from God by reading His Word and to let God hear from you by praying
• Set a reminder on your phone, tablet, or computer for time alone with God
• Subscribe to our YouTube channel for sermons and worship services 

And here’s a new way we can stay in touch with God and with each other.
Over the next couple of  weeks, we will be sharing a daily reminder with a specific topic for prayer by email and social 
media. This way, we can all be united in prayer even though we are not physically together. Please join us as we pray for 
God to pour out his grace, peace, love, and wisdom on all who are facing the challenges of  the coronavirus outbreak. 
In addition to praying, we will also act – but, calmed by the peace and presence of  God, we can act with clarity and 
purpose.

These are uncertain times, to be sure. As followers of  Jesus, we turn to God in times of  fear and uncertainty, as we 
do in times of  joy and celebration. In his letter written from prison, Paul tells the Philippian believers: “Don’t worry 
about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you 
will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds 
as you live in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7 NLT). It is my prayer that God’s peace will, indeed, guard our hearts and 
minds as we continue to live the greater way together. 

Staying Connected Financially
In addition to staying connected to God and your church family during this time of  crisis, we hope you’ll stay 
connected financially by continuing to give your tithes and offerings as you are able.  While we are not able to give our 
offerings during our worship services as normal, you may still give your gifts by mailing your check through the postal 
service.  Or for added convenience and safety, you may give your offering online through our online giving option on 
our web site.  Simply visit our web site and click on the “Give Online” tab at the top of  the home page.  Once there, 
you can give online through PayPal or with a credit/debit card.  You can also set up recurring payments.  Please call 
the church office if  you need assistance with online giving.


