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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

NEW SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Beginning in November (exact date yet to be determined) 
when we move into our newly refreshed and renovated 
Sanctuary, we will go back to just one hour of  Sunday 
School and one hour of  worship, with a shorter break 
between Sunday School and worship.  The deacons and 
staff  are excited about our entire congregation worshiping 
all together again in the same place at the same time.  The 
new schedule will be:

9:15 - 10:15 am: Sunday School 
10:30 - 11:30 am:  Worship Service

In order for us to make this shift, several Sunday School 
classes will have to meet in different classrooms than the 
classrooms in which they are currently meeting.  We will 
work hard to make this transition as smooth as possible, 
and minimize inconvenience and disruption.  We are all 
eagerly anticipating the completion of  all the sanctuary 
renovations and look forward to a renewed sense of  
excitement about being together in one service again.

Trunk or Treat
Join us Friday, October 22 from 5:30 - 7:30 for our Trunk 
Or Treat! We will have 20+ decorated trunks, candy, 
cupcakes, food trucks, snow cones, games, and treats for 
kids of  all ages! If  you would like to participate or help, 
we need: 

• Individually wrapped candy (bins will be in both the 
2nd floor Welcome Center and the Preschool Welcome 
Center)

• Trunk host, sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C044CAAA82BA0FD0-esbc 

      It seems that the month of  October 
is the month when we focus on the whole 
world as in “God so loved the world . . 

.”  Too often, we are so provincial in our concerns and 
priorities.  But October is a month when we are reminded 
that we are not just members of  a local church, but a small 
part of  the universal church.  As Christians, our concerns 
extend beyond our city, state, and country to the whole 
world for which Jesus died.  
             On October 3, we participated in World Communion 
Day, celebrating our unity with believers throughout the 
world across racial, economic, and political lines.
       On October 10, we received food boxes in which to 
collect our offerings for Global Hunger Relief.  We are 
asking everyone to give up the cost of  just one meal at a 
restaurant to help feed people throughout the world who 
could easily be fed from our excess.  The offering will be 
collected on Sunday, October 31.  One hundred percent 
of  the money collected will go directly to relieve hunger 
throughout the world, with no administrative costs.
     Speaking of  the world, I would ask you to set aside 
some time this month (and regularly) to pray for 
persecuted Christians throughout the world.  Jesse French, 
a friend of  mine from one of  my former churches, heads 
up an organization called “Operation Orange Ribbon,” 
which helps to raise local and national awareness of  the 
persecution of  our Christian brothers and sisters around  
the world, to encourage greater action and involvement, 
to provide financial aid to persecuted pastors and their 
families.  For more information, you may contact Jesse 
at 864-982-6111 or scfrench2@aol.com.  Or you may 
check out the web site of  Operation Orange Ribbon at 
operationorangeribbon.com.  The most important way 
you can support their work is pray for believers throughout 
the world who are persecuted because of  their faith in 
Jesus.  But you can also give a financial gift to support their 
ministry.
        When we give to support international missions, we are 
enabling people to share the gospel with those who have 
never heard or responded to Jesus’s invitation.  But when 
we support Operation Orange Ribbon, we are supporting 
people who are already believers throughout the world, but 
are paying a tremendous price for their faith, some even to 
the point of  their own lives.  Find out what you can.  Give 
what you can.  And pray, believing what we were taught to 
sing as children: “He’s got the whole world in His hands.”

IMPORTANT NEWSLETTER NEWS
Please keep and refer to this newsletter for two weeks. A 
new edition will be mailed the week of  October 25th.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044caaa82ba0fd0-esbc


JOIN US IN WORSHIP

Sunday, October 17
9:00 and 10:30 am

in the Fellowship Hall
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

Anthem: Grace Alone by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture:  Deuteronomy 1:1-8
Sermon Series: BACK TO THE FUTURE
Sermon:   “Too Long on the Mountain” 
                 by David Newton

Sunday, October 24
9:00 and 10:30 am

in the Fellowship Hall
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost

Anthem: We Are Called by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture:  Mark 7:1-8
Sermon Series: BACK TO THE FUTURE
Sermon:   “The ‘C’ Words” by Stephen Clyborne

CONGRATULATIONS
Jeffrey and LeAnne Hines upon the recent

birth of their son, Felix Theodore Hines, 
born October 13, 2021. Lennox is the proud 

big brother and Ted and Lisa Brigman 
are the proud grandparents. 

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Joe Wright

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of October 10, 2021

Sunday School Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................257
Virtual .............................................................................12
Total ..............................................................................269 
Worship Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................124
Virtual ...........................................................................141
Total ..............................................................................265

IN MEMORIAM
REV. ANDY BASS

October 5, 1935 - September 30, 2021

BUDGET REPORT
Report for Sunday, October 10, 2021
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$15,714
Budget Requirements to Date ...........................$1,123,646
Budget Gifts to Date .........................................$1,036,080

Capital Campaign (Sanctuary Renewal) .................$47,729

A NEW WAY TO GIVE
It’s now even easier to get our budget offerings caught up. 
Just text ESBCGREENVILLE to 73256. Then click the 
link in the text and follow the prompts on your screen. 
If  you have any questions, please contact  Gina Conn at 
gina@esbcgreenville.org or Denise Plumblee at denise@
esbcgreenville.org. 

DEACON OF THE WEEK
John Love is our deacon 
of  the week for Sunday, 
October 17th. John and 
his wife, Margo, have been 
members of  Earle Street since 
1991. They have two adult 
children: Ren and Andrew. 
After a career working at 
Liberty Life and as a traveling 
consultant, John is about to 

retire after completing a rewarding stint working with 
special needs students at J L Mann High School. John 
is a member of  the sanctuary choir and is looking 
forward to the resumption of  preparing soup for the 
Winter Bible Study. He also serves on the board of  the 
Triune Mercy Center. 

Linda Kirkland is our 
deacon of  the week for 
Sunday, October 24th. 
Linda and her husband Don 
have been members of  Earle 
Street since 1995. She retired 
from teaching in June after 
50 years of  teaching high 
school English. She taught 
for ten years at Greenville 

High and then ended her career teaching at Riverside 
High for 36 years. In addition to being a deacon, she 
is active in the Loaves and Fishes Sunday School class 
and is a member of  the sanctuary choir.



From the PastorFrom the Pastor
Stephen Clyborne (ext. 204) – stephen@ESBCgreenville.org

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Youth Choir—We have started our Christmas music, 
which we will sing for the Hanging of  the Green service 
on Sunday, November 28.  We need all of  you! I look 
forward to seeing you Sunday!
     4:15 - 5:00 pm: Youth Choir rehearsal
     5:00 – 5:30 pm: Youth Handbell rehearsal

   As you may know, it is budget time again in the life 
of  our church; and once again, we find ourselves in a 
situation we could not have anticipated.  Like almost every 
church, our church has been affected in so many ways 
by the pandemic.  In-person attendance is down, and so 
are offerings.  As you can see in this week’s newsletter, 
our offerings are still $92,120 short of  our budget goal.  
Thankfully, because our expenses have been less than 
anticipated, our budget offerings are still $148,362 above 
our expenses.  It remains to be seen whether our budget 
offerings will catch up with our budget goal by year-end.  
But as we budget for 2022, we have to base our 2022 
projections on our 2021 offerings year-to-date, which are 
significantly less than our budget goal. 
          I am praying that God’s people at Earle Street Baptist 
Church will remain faithful and generous in giving, that 
our budget offerings will exceed our budget goal by year-
end, and that, in the meantime, God will give wisdom to 
the Stewardship Committee as they develop a proposed 
budget for 2022 that will reflect the right balance of  faith 
and practicality.
          We have exciting plans for our centennial year, but 
God’s plans for us are the plans that matter.  And I know 
the plans God has for us, plans for our welfare and not 
for harm, to give us a future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11).  
That is a promise to which we cling.  

From the Minster ofFrom the Minster of
Youth and RecreationYouth and Recreation

Lucy Wilkinson (ext. 212) – lucy@ESBCgreenville.org
I am so thankful to have the opportunity to travel to 
the Holy Land with Jim and Becky Wooten, along with 
some folks from Earle Street and the Baptist Church of  
Beaufort. We will be in Israel October 19-29th and will 
travel to Jerusalem, the Sea of  Galilee, Bethlehem, the 
Dead Sea and many surrounding areas as we "walk where 
Jesus walked." Jim has compared the experience of  the 
Holy Land to the Wizard of  Oz movie. When you go 
there, the Bible turns from black and white into color. I 
can't wait to experience this and come back and share it 
with our youth and church family. Please pray for our safe 
travels and spiritual enlightenment.

GLOBAL HUNGER RELIEF

During the month of  October, our church collects 
gifts for Global Hunger Relief, an initiative of  the 
Southern Baptist Convention dedicated to combating 
hunger and sharing the Bread of  Life. Last Sunday, our 
children handed out "take-out" boxes as you entered 
the Fellowship Hall.  We encouraged you to collect your 
change over the next few weeks, place it in your box and 
return your box on the last Sunday in October. You can 
also make a gift electronically by giving online (www. 
onrealm.org/EarleStreetBapt/give/hunger)  or text  
"ESBCGREENVILLE HungerRelief" to 73256 to give 
using your mobile device. 



Tickets will be on sale online April 4-25th!

OUR JOURNEY IN FAITH
From the Strategic Planning Committee

When you consider the words “Love the Lord with all your 
heart, soul, and mind”, the first commandment Jesus gave 
to His disciples and the first of  the Greater Way covenants,  
reflect on the excerpts below taken from a sermon Stephen 
delivered in April, 2020.

“Setting Our Minds” 
Romans 8:6-11

“When Jesus said that we should love the Lord with all our heart, soul, and mind (Luke 10:27), the word He used 
refers to deep thought, using the brain and intellect that God has given you. In other words, we are to study and 
apply ourselves that we may gain wisdom and understanding and information. …But that is just one way the New 
Testament uses the word “mind.”

The other way is the way the word “mind” is used in Romans 8. Though it is translated “mind”, it is an entirely 
different Greek word that is not referring to the intellect, but to an attitude, a way of  thinking, a mindset.  It is the 
word Jesus used when He rebuked Peter and told him, “You do not have the mind of  God, but the mind of  humans.” 
(Matthew 16:23) It is the word Paul used when he wrote to the Philippians, “Have this mind in you which was in Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5-11)

And in the New Testament, there are just two ways of  thinking: the mind-set of  God (Father, Son, and Spirit) or the 
mind-set of  humans, which Paul calls “the flesh.” In this passage, Paul says that the mind-set of  the Spirit is life and 
peace, but the mind-set of  the flesh is death. (Romans 8:6)

Ironically, to be set in your ways can actually turn you into a person you do not ultimately want to be. But to be set 
in the ways of  God, to have the attitude of  Christ, to set your mind on the Spirit will give you life and peace. It is 
important to open your mind, but it is even more important to set your mind.  And how you set your mind will 
determine how you live the rest of  your life.  Amen. “

Do you place your trust in the Lord?  Are you consciously choosing the ways of  God?

Is Earle Street Baptist Church reflecting the attitude of  Christ? Is our church set in the ways of  God or in the ways 
of  humans?

May this be our prayer as we continue in our Journey in Faith:

Lord, You are the God of  peace and love in Whom I place my trust. Give me a peaceful heart that rests in You 
and a loving spirit that pours forth Your love to others. 

Lord, You are the God of  comfort and rest in Whom I put my hope. Give me a heart that abides in You so that 
Your comfort may stream through me to others who need comfort and strength. 

Lord, You are the God of  hope and joy in Whom I stand secure. Give me a spirit of  devotion that worships only 
You so that I may be a worthy witness that points to Jesus, for in Him is all peace and love and comfort and rest and 
hope and joy and love.

I place my trust in You, Lord. 

Amen.

Source: https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Prayers-for-Trust

UNDERSTANDING OUR PRESENT 
SURVEY BY THE SPC

If  you haven't completed this survey, we encourage 
you to do so by Sunday, October 17. The Strategic 
Planning Committee desires to hear from as many 
members of  our congregation as possible.  You can 
access the survey by clicking on the link below.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UnderstandingOurPresent


FALL CAMPING WEEKEND

We had a wonderful time on our camping 
weekend! We hiked, ate, played games and 
gathered for a time of  devotion. If  you 
are interested in participating in our spring 
camping trip, please contact Lucy Wilkinson 
at lucy@esbcgreenville.org. 


