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FROM THE PASTOR
Stephen Clyborne

Read Philippians 4:6-9.

                     One of the marks of a maturing Christian is the determination to “reframe” or “flip” situations, or put another 
way, to make good trades.  One way of reframing the Christian life is to see it as a trade-off.  Christians are called to trade 
one reality for a better reality.  There is nothing worse than a bad trade, and nothing better than a good one. 
                In his letter to the Philippians, Paul encouraged the believers in Philippi to make a good trade.  Trade your 
anxieties, he said, for God’s peace.  In these uncertain, unsettling, and unprecedented times, does that sound like a good 
trade to you?  Would you be interested in making a trade like that?
                Now before you answer too soon, do not assume that the answer is yes because, as irrational as it sounds, some 
people would rather hold on to their anxieties because it gives them an illusion of control or a reason to whine or an excuse 
to do nothing, or because it gets them sympathy or attention.  There are all kinds of unhealthy reasons why people, actively 
or passively, consciously or subconsciously, choose to hold on to their anxieties.  But some people don’t make the trade 
because they sincerely don’t know how.  Some of us would love nothing more than to trade in our anxieties for God’s peace, 
but we are not sure how to make the trade.
                That is where the Scripture gives us very specific guidance.  Look again at verses six and seven of Philippians 4:
 
Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God.  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
 
In everything, by prayer and supplication, let your requests be made known to God.  Now you might be tempted to say 
out loud or at least quietly to yourself, “I’ve done that.  But my anxiety is still there.”  Well, according to verse six, there 
is one more important aspect that you may have overlooked.  Paul said, “With thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.”  What if you “re-framed” your anxiety with thanksgiving?  How would it change your life, your view of 
the world, your view of yourself, your view of others, your view of God, your view of your circumstances if you looked at 
your anxiety through the lens of gratitude - - with thanksgiving?  If you would like to trade your anxiety with God’s peace, 
the key may just be thanksgiving.

WORSHIP VIDEO REMINDERS
As a reminder, you can access our weekly worship videos on Facebook, YouTube and our website. If you’ve not done so already, 
email info@esbcgreenville.org to be added to our mailing list. You will receive the newsletter electronically, a sermon preview 

and a direct link to the worship video. 

If you already subscribe to our YouTube channel, make sure you click on the bell on our channel page. This enables you to receive 
notifications when one of our videos is live! If you have any questions, please email Ellen Heyward at ellen@esbcgreenville.org.



LIVING THE GREATER WAY AT A DISTANCE:
GIFTS TO AND THROUGH OUR CHURCH

These unsettling times have presented us with new reasons 
and new opportunities to live, love, and give “the greater 
way.”  Thank you so much for your continued faithfulness 
and generosity in supporting our church.  You may mail 
your offerings to ESBC, 225 West Earle Street – Greenville, 
SC  29609 or give online through our website: www.
esbcgreenville.org.
 
If you would like to give over and above your regular tithes 
and offerings to the church, you may designate an offering 
in one or more of these ways:
 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American 
Missions (AAEO) – Many Baptist missionaries in 
North America are dependent upon this offering for 
their livelihood and support.  With regular offerings 
being interrupted by the Coronavirus pandemic, there is 
an urgent need to support our missionaries so they will 
not have to be furloughed.  Our church offering goal is 
$10,000.  So far, we have received $6,932 toward that goal.  
Make your gift to ESBC, and designate it for the AAEO.

Benevolence Fund – This is a fund to provide temporary, 
short-term financial assistance for church members 
who need emergency relief because of the impact of the 
Coronavirus or for another legitimate reason.  This fund is 
administered by the Benevolence Committee in compliance 
with approved policies based on needs and availability of 
funds.    Make your gift to ESBC and designate it for the 
Benevolence Fund.

Coronavirus Relief – Some of our local mission partners 
are facing critical times and are asking for urgent help.  Our 
Mission Cluster Deacons are monitoring the needs and are 
channeling available funds from our church to help meet 
those needs.  Make your gift to ESBC and designate it for 
Coronavirus Relief.

Earle Street Academy – Because our weekday preschool 
program is supported by tuition, and because income 
from tuition has been greatly reduced, our church wants 
to take care of our own employees until the income stream 
is flowing again.  Make your gift to ESBC and designate it 
for the ESA.
 
Some church members have contacted the church office 
to let us know that they plan to designate the money they 
receive from the government stimulus package to one or 
more of these causes.  Prayerfully consider how God has 
blessed you and how you can bless others through your 
gifts to and through our church.

Randy, Miriam, Josh and Olivia Ellenburg upon the 
recent death of Randy’s uncle, Ralph Pittman.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, April 19, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$23,356
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$451,648
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$499,372

Ralph and Barbara Aiken upon the recent birth of 
their great-granddaughter, Blakely Terryn McCrary.

Mot Carroll upon the recent birth of her great-
granddaughter, Rowlan Laine Chittock.

CONGRATULATIONS

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$4,298
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$2,514
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support ....................$6,368



From the Minister Of AdministrationFrom the Minister Of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

What’s the Plan?
We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. Proverbs 16:9

 
Those of you who know me well know what a planner I am.  I am a persistent list maker and I am constantly thinking ahead to what 
needs to be done today, tomorrow, this weekend, next month  - well, you get the picture.  This planning nature serves me well in 
my position here at ESBC and has usually served me well in life. (It does serve to drive Phil crazy at times!)  But I often have to be 
reminded what the writer of Proverbs plainly says:  We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.   These past six weeks, 
between the pandemic and the severe weather, have been a very brutal and clear reminder of how quickly our plans for the future 
can be undone or pushed aside.  Every single one of us has been touched by the constant change and had our lives upended in some 
manner. 
I’ve shared with you before a devotion written by one of my favorite writers, Jennifer Dukes Lee.  This week, I want to share a devotion 
that she wrote back in March to be shared here in “the future.” I hope it speaks to you as it spoke to me. 
A Letter to Our Future Selves in the Age of Coronavirus
I wrote this post a while ago, in what I’ll call “the beginning.” The post was written back then for good reason: We have deadlines here 
at (in)courage. Our stories are carefully reviewed and edited, talented designers create those pretty graphics you see here every day, and 
someone has to handle all the technical things that make this website possible.
So, I am writing this post after only a short time in self-quarantine.  By the time you read this, that will seem like ages ago. So, let’s 
title this one: “A Letter to Our Future Selves in the Age of Coronavirus.”
Think for a moment where you were a couple of weeks ago. Can you see through the fog to remember? Can you recall your fears and 
anxieties? Do you remember the early decluttering projects, and the weird luxury of time on your hands? Did you paint the bathroom 
and finally put photos into albums? How many puzzles did you finish? Remember those funny first memes on social media, a silly but 
needed respite from all the heaviness of the press conferences? On the one hand, the days presented new challenges for all of us, but 
for so many of you who have been running and hustling, perhaps this new time in our history gave you the unexpected opportunity 
to simply be still.
Doesn’t that seem like forever ago?  That “forever ago” is the one from which I’m writing these words. And they are echoing forward 
to find you today.
As I wrote this post, you and I had only begun the uncomfortable existence of being closed in. Our movements were just beginning 
to be restricted by new rules. We had started using phrases we had never used before – phrases like “social distancing” and “self-
quarantine.”  When I wrote this, I had hoped that by the time you’d be reading this on a Saturday morning in April, the virus would 
have vanished into thin air. My hope was that we’d all have gone back to our regular patterns of bumping into one another at our 
favorite restaurants, sitting next to each other on the bleachers, shaking hands, not worrying about germs on the door handle, and 
hugging at the back of the church – the physical one, not the one we do on Facebook Live.
Maybe by the time you read this, someone I love will have gotten sick. It scares me to write it out like that, but it’s possible. Maybe the 
rules restricting my movement will have been tightened. Maybe I really will have run out of toilet paper. Maybe I still won’t be able 
see the light at the end of the tunnel. I fear that friends will lose their jobs or struggle to pay the bills because the boss had to close up 
shop.  I don’t know. I just don’t know.

I remember, once upon a time, when I would plan out my life weeks, or even months, ahead.

“Next week, I’ll get a haircut.”
“By May, I’ll have the landscaping beds planted.”
“By summer, I’ll have my next book written.”
“By fall, she’ll be in college.”

I don’t do that so much anymore.  In a strange way, I think that’s the gift we’ve been given. The inability to plan far ahead into the 
future is the strange gift of this awful time — to live in the moments and minutes and hours, instead of the days and weeks and 
months.  More than any time in recent history, we are learning what it means to live in the “right now.” And the right now holds so 
much loveliness, not the least of which is a deeper understanding that God actually is running the show down here on Planet Earth.

We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. Proverbs 16:9 (NLT)

Go ahead and make your plans. That’s what I will say to my future self. But I’ll add this: Hold your plans loosely because you never 
know what tomorrow or even the next hour may bring. You don’t get to know what’s up ahead. God alone sees what’s coming.

So let’s do this instead: Let’s treasure every single moment. It’s all a gift. It really is.



From the Minster ofFrom the Minster of
Youth and RecreationYouth and Recreation

Lucy Wilkinson (ext. 212) – lucy@ESBCgreenville.org

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 7

Theme: Pray God’s Glory Across The Earth
Scripture: Habakkuk 2:14

On Thursday, May 7, citizens of the United States will 
exercise their freedom to worship and pray in observance 
of the annual National Day of Prayer. The Prayer Team 
encourages you to set aside a time on that day to intercede 
on behalf of our world, our country, our communities, 
our churches, and our families. Plan to set aside 30-60 
minutes so you will have time to pray for all of these 
concerns. 

There has never been a time when there has been such 
a need for prayer in our country and our world. There 
will also be a National Day of Prayer broadcast on May 
7th from 8:00 - 10:00 pm. It will be broadcast on some 
religious networks and on Facebook live.

YOUTH AND ADULT SUMMER TRIPS UPDATE
Below are the three trips that we have planned this 
summer. I covet your prayers for wisdom and peace!
 
Bronx Mission Trip (June 27th - July 4th)
The staff at A House on Beekman made the difficult 
decision last week to change their traditional summer 
camp to an online experience. Our team will not be 
traveling to NYC like we normally do but will instead be 
tasked with creating an online summer camp experience 
for the kids. Please pray for the people in NYC and in 
the Bronx to stay healthy and to be open to this new 
way of learning this summer. Also, our team asks for 
your prayers as we create this experience for them. I love 
this note from AHOB and pray that it serves as a prayer 
focus for us “Oh, how naïve we would be to think that 
not being in person would prevent our great King from 
displaying his power and love”.

Look Up Lodge (June 28 - July 3rd)
Look Up is still planning on running their summer 
camps as scheduled. We have chosen to move our camp 
week. Note new date. 

Thailand Mission Trip (July 14-27th)
At this point, we are too far out to make any changes 
to this trip. We are still prayerful that we can go soon- 
either this summer or next. Please pray that God makes 
the decision clear for us.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE GRADUATES
If you have a senior graduating from high school or college 
that you would like to be recognized, please let Lucy 
Wilkinson (High School) or Chuck Emory (College) 
know by Wednesday, May 8. Contact Lucy at lucy@
esbcgreenville.org and Chuck at chuck@esbcgreenville.
org.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

 
Scholarship applications are available for members of 
the high school graduating class of 2020. In order to 
qualify for consideration, an applicant must be a church 
member, or a child of a church member, who has been 
accepted to any accredited college or university. Please 
contact Chuck Emory at chuck@esbcgreenville.org to 
obtain an application and for more information.

       1 - Tink Baker
       2 - Bobby Elrod
       3 - Ron Green, Amy Moore
       4 - Andrew Harmon
       5 - Greg Hammond, John Kincaid, Stuart Moore
       7 - Etta Rush
       8 - Ralph Aiken, Ricelyn Greer, Lisa Poore
       9 - Lucy Zeiger, Hunter Johnson
     10 - Hannah Brewer
     11 - Aleta Woods, Clay Wilklow, Catherine Dowdy, 
            Jonah Carnes
     12 - Tom Campbell
     14 - Christina Tankersley, Ford Simmons, Mally Shugart
     15 - Jordan Stanley
     16 - John Swiger
     17 - Kathy Higgins, Luna Riley
     18 - Ben Lemmons, Alisson Ramos-Martinez, 
            Savannah Wilson, Adah-Vidia Masters
     20 - Doug Chapman
     21 - Crystal Emory, Josh Ellenburg, Josiah Rau
     22 - Eric Hutchinson
     23 - Deb Harper, Anna Kay Lord
     24 - Cassandra Nguyen, Denver Lewis, Mary Alice Hendrix,
            Booker Rapp, Riggins Rapp
     25 - Rose Middleton
     26 - Beverly Hawkins, Butch Blume, Cyndi Lenderman
     27 - Janet Johnson
     28 - Ramsey Hardin, Lauren Hendrix
     29 - Donnie Blackwell, Carly Groomes
     30 - Meadors Tanner, Aimee Rodgers, Tommy Wilkinson, 
            Ricky Conte
     31 - Havey Spake

MAY BIRTHDAYS


