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Lenten Sermon Series
God’s Determination to Have a Family

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 21, 2021

“A Personal Relationship with God” 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 
The prophet Jeremiah envisioned a time when the old 
covenant mediated through priests would be fulfilled by a 
new covenant in which each believer would relate directly 
and personally to God without mediation through a human 
priest.  The new covenant was fulfilled and mediated by 
Jesus who became the great high priest for all who would 
believe in Him. 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING
FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

ESBC Goal:  $10,000
Received to Date: $3,900

Still Needed: $6,100

EASTER GOODIES FOR SHEMWOOD 
CROSSING CHILDREN

BAGS OF CANDY NEEDED!

Once again this year, our church is partnering with the 
Greenville Church Without Walls to provide Easter baskets 
for the children at Shemwood Crossing. We need your help 
to provide the candy for these Easter baskets. We will be 
collecting bags of  individually wrapped candy. There will 
be a basket in the Welcome Center and in the Preschool 
Welcome Center.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP FOR
THE EASTER EGG HUNT!

Our Easter Egg Hunt is coming up on Sunday, April 4th 
between the 9:15 and 11:00 am services, and we need eggs. 
We need lots of  Easter eggs filled with wrapped candy. 
You can buy them this way or fill them yourself! There will 
be a box in the Welcome Center and Preschool Welcome 
Center for you to leave the eggs! 

PALM SUNDAY
March 28, 2021 

In-person and Livestream            
Worship Services: 9:00 and 11:00 am

Sunday School: 10:00 am

Palm Sunday is the Sunday before Easter and is the first 
day of  Holy Week. It is the Sunday that we remember and 
celebrate the day Jesus entered into Jerusalem as Savior and 
King. As Jesus rode a donkey into the town of  Jerusalem, 
a large crowd gathered and laid palm branches and their 
cloaks across the road, giving Jesus royal treatment. The 
hundreds of  people shouted “Hosanna to the Son of  
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

We invite you to join us for our Holy Week services starting 
with our Palm Sunday worship.  Visit our web site or click 
here to register for seating for either the 9:00 or 11:00 
service.   If  you are unable to join us in person, we invite 
you to join us by watching the live stream of  our services 
via the ESBC YouTube channel.

NEXT STEPS FOR
REGATHERING ON-CAMPUS

Thank you for your faithfulness and patience throughout 
this past year. As a church family, we have worked to strike 
a healthy balance between moving forward and being 
cautious. Our steps have been measured and steeped in 
prayer, and God has taken care of  us.  
   
In recent weeks, we have begun to see some light at the end 
of  the tunnel with regards to the pandemic.  If  you have 
participated in worship in person, you may have already 
noticed there are fewer limitations for our in-person 
gatherings and greater access throughout the buildings.  

After prayerful consideration, we are planning to take more 
steps forward with our in-person regathering on campus in 
April.  Information on these next steps will be mailed out 
to the church family next week and details will be provided 
in next week's newsletter.  Stay tuned to learn more!  

https://www.esbcgreenville.org/lenten-sermon-series


RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Judy Adams     Hugh Badger    Lindsey Keck    

Eric Livingston     Jo Ann Oswell

BUDGET REPORT
Week of March 14, 2021 
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$23,323
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$301,466
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$248,814

CONGRATULATIONS
Mickey and Jane Hughes upon the recent birth of 

their granddaughter, Emmaline Sarah Lee. 

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of March 14, 2021
Sunday School Attendance 
On-campus .....................................................................95
Virtual .............................................................................76
Total ..............................................................................171
Worship Attendance 
On-campus ...................................................................133
Virtual ...........................................................................198
Total ..............................................................................331

Sunday, March 21
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Ordinance of Baptism (9:00)
     Candidate: Mac Rabideaux
Parent/Child Dedication (11:00)
     Fields Robert Patterson, 
     son of Justin and Ashley Patterson

Prelude:  Beach Spring by Hannah Grace Kincaid, 
                Terri Headley, Noellen Groff, 
                and Lori Stenhouse; handbells
Duet: Be Strong in the Lord by Debbie Blume, piano            
          and Randy Blackburn, organ
Solo: He Knows My Name by Stephen Clyborne
Scripture:  Jeremiah 31:31-34
Sermon:   “A Personal Relationship with God” 
                 by Stephen Clyborne

JOIN US IN WORSHIP WELCOME HOME
Mac Rabideaux

Mac joined on 
Sunday, March 14th by 
profession of faith and 
request for baptism.

ASSISTANCE WITH VACCINE REGISTRATION
New Group Eligible Starting March 8

Effective Monday, March 8, a new group of  individuals 
became eligible to receive the Covid-19 vaccine.  The 
new group includes individuals ages 55 and up, people 
with increased risk for severe Covid-19 disease, front-line 
workers including school staff  and day care workers and 
several other categories.  For a complete list of  those eligible 
starting March 8, visit the South Carolina DHEC web site 
at:  https://scdhec.gov/news-releases/south-carolina-
move-phase-1b-covid-19-vaccination-plan-march-8-2021

If  you are in one of  the eligible categories and are having 
difficulty scheduling an appointment, our Medical Ministry 
Team would like to assist you.  If  you are having difficulty 
getting registered or would like to have someone give 
you some assistance or direction, please contact Denise 
Plumblee directly or call the church office.  We will gather 
some preliminary information and then put you in touch 
with one of  the team members who can assist you.  Our 
Medical Ministry Team wants to do everything we can to 
keep our congregation safe and healthy.

Do you shop at Publix? 
It’s a great time to help our school 
while you get your groceries! Our 
preschool is a participant in the 
‘Publix Partners.’ When you check 
out, enter your phone number on 

the keypad and our school will benefit from a percentage 
of your purchase! If you need help setting up your account, 
please contact Julie Branyon at julie@esbcgreenville.org 
or 233-5332, ext. 207 or contact the church office. Thank 
you for your continued support of our weekday preschool 
program! 

SUPPORT EARLE STREET ACADEMY
WHILE YOU GROCERY SHOP!



F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e
The season of  Lent this year has 
taken on more significance for me 
than ever before.   Around this time 
last year, our whole world came to a 
grinding halt; and for the first time in 

my life, I was not in a sanctuary somewhere worshiping 
on Easter Sunday.  But, even though our celebrations were 
different last year, we still celebrated the resurrection of  
Jesus, and were reminded of  that first Easter so long ago 
when disciples celebrated the resurrection not in beautiful 
sanctuaries, but outside in gardens and on dusty roads 
where they met the risen Jesus - - not in large crowds, but 
in small groups.
     This year, as we near the end of  the season of  Lent, a 
season of  preparation, we are getting closer and closer to 
the end of  a pandemic that has changed our way of  life 
longer and more profoundly than we ever imagined that it 
would.  Gradually, we are allowing ourselves to feel more 
joyful and hopeful than we have in a long time.  
      This Easter, for the first time in a year, our congregation 
will be singing again!  Even though we will still be wearing 
masks while we sing, I expect our singing to be more joyful 
that ever.  All on-campus worship services will be live 
streamed via our YouTube channel.  You may register for 
these services by visiting our web site or by clicking on 
the links to the right.  We encourage you to make your 
registration early for these special services. The services 
on Thursday and Friday will prepare us all to sing together 
with even more joy than usual on Easter morning, “Christ 
the Lord is risen today.  Alleluia!”   Counting the days until 
I hear that glad song.

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org
Preschool Choir, Music Makers, and Young 
Musicians—This Wednesday is our last night for virtual 
choirs.  Thanks to all who participated, and thank you to 
Rosemary Cureton and Debbie Blume for leading their 
groups along with me.  We all look forward to getting back 
to singing together in person in the fall!

Wednesday, March 24
• Anytime— Preschool Choir download activities 
• 5:15 pm— Music Makers Choir zoom rehearsal with 

Rosemary Cureton
• 6:00 pm—Young Musicians zoom rehearsal with 

Debbie Blume

Youth Choir—We have one more rehearsal this Sunday, 
then we will record our pieces the next week, March 28!

Earle Street Ringers—Group A will rehearse at 8:15 this 
Sunday morning. Group C will rehearse at 4:30, and Group 
B will rehearse at their regular time of  5:15.

Thursday, April 1
at 7:30 pm
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall

• Communion Service:  We will use individually 
wrapped communion packets during this service.  We 
will also have these communion packets available for 
pick-up on Thursday morning in the church office for 
people who wish to participate online.

Friday, April 2 

• 12:00 pm - Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall

• 7:00 pm - Virtual worship service available of  a pre-
recorded Good Friday Tenebrae service

Sunday, April 4
8:00 am, 9:15 am, 11:00 am
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall

• Congregational singing with masks
• Childcare for preschoolers at 9:15 and 11:00 am
• No Sunday School 
• Easter Egg Hunt between 9:15 and 11:00 am for 

preschoolers and children

Flowering Cross
One of  our traditions here at ESBC is our flowering 
cross on Easter Sunday.  The cross is placed near the 
church steps on Earle Street and people are invited to 
bring fresh flowers to decorate the cross.  This tradition 
returns this year and we invite you to help us decorate 
the cross with fresh flowers either purchased or cut from 
your own lawn.

https://www.esbcgreenville.org/lenten-sermon-series


Tickets will be on sale online April 4-25th!


