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POSSIBLE SANCTUARY REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS

In March of  2022, Earle Street Baptist Church will be 100 years old.  Our sanctuary is one of  the oldest and most beautiful 
worship centers in Greenville.  However, like many buildings of  this age, our sanctuary is in need of  some repair or 
“renewal” if  you will.

If  you have been in our Sanctuary within the last few years, you probably have noticed that the ceiling is in disrepair, 
the sanctuary needs to be repainted, and the carpet needs to be replaced.  These projects would normally fall under the 
purview of  the Property and Grounds Committee, and would be paid for under the Capital Improvements line item in 
the budget.  At the request of  the Deacons, the Property and Grounds Committee is exploring the possibility of  other 
enhancements and improvements to the Sanctuary (lighting, sound, video, etc.), using funds that the church has accrued 
through special gifts and offering surpluses.  Since on-campus worship would have to be relocated for several weeks while 
the renovations are being done, and since our current on-campus worship numbers are lower at this time,  the Deacons 
believe it makes sense to explore the possibility of  renovating the Sanctuary as soon as possible.  Another reason to 
complete these renovations as soon as possible is to have them completely done and paid for in time for our centennial 
celebration in March of  2022.   Of  course, no money will be spent for these renovations without congregational approval.  

 Hopefully very soon, the Property and Grounds Committee, with the blessing of  the Deacons, will be presenting a specific 
proposal regarding the scope, cost, and funding of  the work.  The church will have an opportunity to ask questions and 
offer input before the congregation votes on the proposal.  In the meantime, please be in prayer for the members of  the 
Property and Grounds Committee as they seek the plan God would have for the “renewal” of  our Sanctuary.

F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e
     As I noted in the newsletter a few weeks ago, our church finished 2020 with remarkable financial 
strength.  In an unprecedented year of  shutdowns and slowdowns, God’s people at Earle Street 
remained faithful and generous in their offerings, with offerings exceeding budget by $44,290, and 
expenses by $261,015!  That would be remarkable in a normal year; but in a year like 2020, it is 
nothing short of  amazing.

     Given the uncertainty of  the coming year, our budget for 2021 is slightly lower than the budget for 2020 was.  Still 
the budget is challenging, and will call for us to be as faithful as ever.  As you can see in this newsletter, our giving so far 
in 2021 has been below budget requirements.  Though our January offerings are consistent with the pattern for previous 
years, so many trends are being shattered in these challenging times.  And I am praying that we will not get to a point at 
which it will be hard for our offerings to catch up with our budget requirements.   
     So let’s all remain faithful, and be as generous as we possibly can to support the work of  God through this church we 
love so much.  This is not the time to let up, but the time to renew our pledges as we journey through “the home stretch” 
as a united body of  believers.  Not just financially, but in every other way, we are called to be faithful to the Lord through 
His church, as we near the end of  our first century of  ministry and begin a second century that is sure to be even brighter 
than the first - - if  we will remain faithful.

Total Offering ...........................................$1,512,156
Total Budget ............................................ $1,467,866
Total ..............................................................$44,290

Total Offerings ..........................................$1,512,156
Total Expenses .......................................... $1,251,141
Total ............................................................ $261,015

2020 Final Financial Figures



Sunday, February 7
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Quartet: Sweet Hour of Prayer by Debbie Blume, 
               Butch Blume, Janice Hinnant 
               and Stephen Clyborne
Scripture: Mark 1:29-39
Sermon: “Too Busy Not to Pray” by Stephen Clyborne

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Lamar Craze    Doug Greer     

Lindsey Keck     Susan Mitchell

Brad, Carole, Tinsley and Austin Ward and family 
in the death of Carole’s mother, Tinsley and Austin’s 

grandmother, Anne Turner. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

BUDGET REPORT
Week of January 31, 2021 
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$32,447
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$137,030
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$109,457

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Preschool Choir, Music Makers, and Young Musicians 
— It’s not too late to join in! 

Wednesday, February 10
• Anytime — Preschool Choir download activities 
• 5:15 pm — Music Makers Choir zoom rehearsal with 

Rosemary Cureton
• 6:00 pm — Young Musicians zoom rehearsal with 

Debbie Blume

Youth Choir — We will start rehearsals this Sunday, 
February 7, at 3:30 pm in the sanctuary.  Please enter by 
coming up the front steps and through the front doors 
of  the sanctuary. Masks are required, and we will maintain 
social distancing in the sanctuary.  See you on Sunday!

Earle Street Ringers — We will start rehearsals this 
Sunday, February 7. The schedule will be the same as it was 
in the fall:

• Group A: 4:30 - 5:00 pm
• Group B: 5:15 - 5:45 pm
• Group C: 6:00 - 6:30 pm

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

The 2020 contribution statements were mailed on January 
21, 2021. If  you do not receive yours or you have a question, 
please contact our Ministry Assistant for Finance, Gina 
Conn, at gina@esbcgreenville.org or 233-5332, ext. 200. 

ASSISTANCE WITH VACCINE REGISTRATION
65+ eligible effective February 8

As the vaccines for Covid-19 began to roll out, many 
individuals experienced difficulty in getting registered for 
an opportunity to receive the vaccine, even though they 
were in the eligible categories.  These difficulties arose 
from the lack of  sufficient internet access, the lack of  
electronic devices or the challenges involved in navigating 
the web-based appointment system.  If  you are having 
difficulty in this area, Sharon Youkey, a member of  our 
Medical Ministry Team, would like to assist you.

The current eligibility group, as of  February 8th, includes 
individuals who are 65 years old or older. If  you are 
having difficulty in registering for the vaccine and would 
like assistance, please contact Denise Plumblee directly or 
call the church office.  We will gather some preliminary 
information and then put you in touch with Sharon so 
she can assist you. Our Medical Ministry Team wants to 
do everything we can to keep our congregation safe and 
healthy.

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of January 31, 2021

Sunday School Attendance 
On-campus .....................................................................37
On-line ...........................................................................77
Total ..............................................................................114

Worship Attendance 
On-campus ...................................................................111
On-line .........................................................................228
Total ..............................................................................339



From the Minster ofFrom the Minster of
Youth and RecreationYouth and Recreation

Lucy Wilkinson (ext. 212) – lucy@ESBCgreenville.org

COME CAMP WITH US!

What a great time to spend time outdoors. We still have a 
few spots remaining for our spring camping trip at Lake 
Jocassee. If  you are interested, please email me at lucy@
esbcgreenville.org! 

From The Personnel Committee
The Personnel Committee is pleased to announce the 
promotion of  Ellen Heyward to Office and Facilities 
Manager.  This year, in June, we will celebrate Ellen’s 
eighth anniversary and for most of  us she has become 
the “face of  the front office.”  As job roles are changing 
in the new environment, Ellen has been instrumental in 
helping to keep us focused and organized, and as part 
of  that she has embraced additional responsibilities, 
while other responsibilities are no longer needed.  This 
is a new position for our administrative staff  and will 
be the primary point of  contact for all facility-related 
vendors and issues, and for administrative type issues for 
members and guests.   Please feel free to contact Ellen at 
ellen@esbcgreenville.org or by phone at 864-233-5332, 
with your administrative needs.

With the new environment, the Personnel Committee and 
staff  are also working to define roles and responsibilities 
more appropriately in the administrative area.  We will 
be shifting some of  the administrative duties from our 
ministers to our administrative staff, led by Ellen Heyward, 
freeing up our ministers for more ministry and strategic 
planning.  As part of  this change, Denise Plumblee will 
be moving her office to the third floor, and Ellen will 
occupy Denise’s former office on the second floor. We 
are excited about the plans God has for our church!

From Denise
Like the members of  the Personnel Committee, I also am 
excited about the plans God has for our church here in 
2021. And we believe part of  this plan is Ellen’s transition 
into the position of  Office and Facilities Manager.  As 
stated above, Ellen will be the primary point of  contact 
for facility-related events as well as the administrative 
work of  the office area.  What specific duties fall under 
this new position?  On the administrative front, she will be 
responsible for supervision and oversight of  the Welcome 
Center and office area, managing administrative requests 
from members and guests. She will be the first point of  
contact during the week for any type of  administrative 
items, with Gina Conn serving alongside her on the admin 
team. Additionally, she will be responsible for interfacing 
directly with Mavin Maintenance to handle routine 
maintenance and repairs to our buildings.  Ellen will 
also be responsible for managing the custodial functions 
of  our church, interfacing with our janitorial vendor, 
ensuring supplies are maintained and areas are properly 
cleaned, and that our recycle and garbage are handled 
each week.  She will also be responsible for oversight of  
the outside areas of  our campus such as the water feature, 
courtyard and parking lots.

                                                                       (continued)

From the Minister ofFrom the Minister of
AdministrationAdministration

Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

What does this mean for me?  Well, I will be moving my 
office up to the third floor back to the area where my 
original office was located.  With Ellen assuming most 
of  the day-to-day administrative functions, I will have 
more time to focus on some strategic planning as well as 
hopefully implementing some new ministry opportunities.  
I will continue to be directly involved in the financial 
aspects of  our church as well as providing supervision to 
both Ellen and Gina.  Of  course, I am always willing to 
help you in any way that I can; but with this restructuring 
of  responsibilities, Ellen will now be your first point of  
contact for facility and administrative needs.



From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children

Karli Selz (ext. 209) – karli@ESBCgreenville.org

WORSHIP {VIRTUALLY} WITH US

Live Stream of  Worship Services
Our worship services will be live at both 9:00 and 11:00 
am and then archived for viewing online at a later time.   
If you are not familiar with viewing videos on YouTube, 
simply search for YouTube.com on your internet source.  
Once you reach the YouTube home, search for Earle Street 
Baptist Church and our channel will show up. 

Phone Streaming Service
Just call 732-ESBC (3722) and you can listen to the 
recorded service from the previous Sunday morning. We 
encourage you to call the number and join us for worship!

WORSHIP {IN-PERSON} WITH US

Since we are observing social distancing guidelines, the 
seating capacity in our sanctuary is limited to approximately 
30%. Buttons for the registration links are located on the 
home page of  our web site.  If  you are unable to make 
a registration for any reason, we would love to still 
have you join us for worship.   Please come to the 
Welcome Center doors and check in at the outside 
podium. We will do our best to accommodate you as 
the space allows on that particular Sunday.  

EXCITING NEW MISSION OPPORTUNITY!

     Among the many frustrating things about the pandemic 
is how it has limited our opportunities to share the love 
of  Jesus with our community through in-person, hands-
on service. Being “inside the walls” has been challenging; 
going “outside the walls,” for the most part, has not been 
possible. We have continued to support our mission 
partners, both locally and globally, through the incredible 
generosity of  our church family – and we will continue to 
do so. But, for good reason, the “hands and feet” aspect of  
our mission work has been limited.
     So I am excited to share a new mission opportunity with 
you. Our good friend and long-time mission partner, Rev. 
Alfred Johnson of  the Greenville Church Without Walls, 
has recently joined the Advisory Committee at Harvest 
Hope Food Bank. In partnership with Harvest Hope, 
Pastor Alfred and the Church Without Walls have begun a 
new ministry sharing food with people who need it.
     Through their Feed His Sheep Ministry, the Church 
Without Walls is taking delivery of  prepackaged boxes of  
food and passing them out in neighborhoods where Pastor 
Alfred serves. He calls this approach “mission-based 
evangelism” because it is a way to “meet people where they 
are at with the gospel both in word and deed.” In addition 
to food, each box also has a Bible, and the goal is to meet 
their physical and spiritual needs through generous love 
and service.
     Here’s how it works: The boxes are packed at Harvest 
Hope Food Bank, then they are delivered to the Church 
Without Walls. The church loads the boxes on a flatbed 
truck, which drives through the neighborhood, and 
volunteers take the boxes from the truck and deliver 
them door-to-door. All volunteers are asked to observe 
COVID-19 precautions to keep things as safe as possible 
for everyone. There will be an opportunity to serve 
each Friday in February. Volunteers meet at noon at the 
appointed location. Here is the schedule:

• February 5: Shemwood Crossing Apartments (100 
Shemwood Lane, Greenville, SC 29605)

• February 12: Berkley Ponte Apartments (500 
Wenwood Road, Greenville, SC 29607)

• February 19: Avalon Apartments (490 Wenwood 
Road, Greenville, SC 29607)

• February 26: Super Lodge Motel (412 Mauldin Road, 
Greenville, SC 29605)

     Also, beginning in March, there will be opportunities 
to help pack the food boxes at Harvest Hope Food Bank. 
The National Guard is assisting with packing boxes during 
February, but there will be a need for volunteers after they 
have completed their service. Pastor Alfred is in the process 
of  setting up a spring schedule for volunteers.
     The pandemic has certainly been frustrating for many 
of  us, but it has been devastating for many others. This 
ministry is a great way to share the love of  Jesus in a 
practical and helpful way. If  you are interested in exploring 
this mission opportunity, please contact me at chuck@
esbcgreenville.org.

From the Associate PastorFrom the Associate Pastor
Chuck Emory (ext. 203) – chuck@ESBCgreenville.org



WHERE ARE THE PEOPLE?
Scattered, But Still Gathered

Before March of  2020, counting the number of  people in attendance at a worship service could be accomplished in 
several ways.  Some churches would count the cars in the parking lot.  Some churches would count the number of  
bulletins handed out by the ushers at the door.  And some churches would have their ushers do a head count during 
the worship service.  Here at ESBC, we have used all three of  these options at some time or another.  This time last 
year it was relatively easy to know who was in attendance because they were here, on campus, in person.

Here we are in February of  2021, almost a year into the pandemic, and keeping up with the number of  people 
worshiping with us each week is a little bit more complex.  This year we have members of  our congregation who 
worship in person on campus.  On Sunday mornings, we have people worshipping in the sanctuary, in the Fellowship 
Hall and in their classrooms following their Sunday School lesson.  Also on Sunday mornings, we have members of  
our church family who are worshipping in their homes, participating in our service by viewing the live stream via our 
YouTube channel.  Some individuals chose to worship on a day other than Sunday by watching the recorded service.  
And we have a small group of  people who listen to the recorded worship service each week using a phone streaming 
service.   Being the church “gathered for worship” has a new meaning here in 2021 as we are the “church scattered” 
as well.

To give you an idea of  how our attendance numbers match up with this time last year, here are some statistics.  In 
February of  2020, we were averaging 187 people per worship service or an average of  375 people per Sunday.   These 
were people on our campus and in the sanctuary.  Since we resumed in-person worship in October, here are the 
numbers for worshippers:

• Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall:  We average 51 people in the 9:00 service and 59 at the 11:00 service for a total of  110 
people on average each Sunday.

• Youth Class:  The youth average around 15 each Sunday worshipping by watching the live stream from their 
Sunday School class in the Family Life Center.

• YouTube:  For the five Sundays in January, we average 107 “views” for the 9:00 service and 148 “views” for the 
11:00 service for a total average of  255 each Sunday.  Each view can be a single individual, a couple or a family 
watching.

• Phone Streaming:  There are approximately 4-8 people who utilize this service each week, listening on their cell 
phones or land lines.

If  we total up the number of  people worshipping with us here in 2021, it is roughly 388  - slightly more than we were 
averaging before the pandemic hit in March of  2020.  And that number does not take into account the fact that more 
often two or more people are viewing in the same home, which would make the number even higher.

During the same period of  time, our offerings have remained as strong as ever.

So if  the Sanctuary seems empty, or if  you are watching from home or in a small group, do not be deceived into 
thinking that the only people participating in worship are the people you can see.  In these unusual times, we are still 
gathering even when we are scattered.  And while we long for the day when more of  us can worship together in the 
same place at the same time, we are thankful for the ways we can still be together even when we are apart.


