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37 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many 
bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones 
live?”  I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”  4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and 
say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these 
bones: I will make breath[a] enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make 
flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then 
you will know that I am the Lord.’”  7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, 
there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons 
and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.  9 Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 
Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.  
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle 
you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the 
Lord.’” 
 
I. Introduction 
 A. False impression that there is a disconnect between the Old and New Testaments  
 B. Christians believe that the Old Testament is incomplete apart from the New Testament. 
 C. The Old Testament provides the background within which we interpret the New Testament. 
 B. But the Old Testament also foreshadows the truth of the New Testament 
 
 
II. The Valley of Dry Bones 
 
  A. Background – The prophet Ezekiel was called to speak to the people of Judah who had been 

taken into Babylonian captivity.  His message was a message of hope, assuring his hearers of 
God’s abiding presence among them even in a foreign land.  To a helpless and hopeless 
people, Ezekiel brought hope of restoration of both their homeland and the temple.   

 
  B. Ezekiel was a strange character; and the prophecy that bears his name is strange.  There are a 

lot of strange images and pictures and stories that come out of Ezekiel: 
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   1.   After witnessing a vision of God flanked by four strange creatures, and a wheel in a 
wheel, Ezekiel ate a scroll that had been given to him (Ezekiel 1 and 3).  

   2. Ezekiel was called to be a prophet, but his ministry initially did not involve any prophetic 
words, as God had rendered him mute (Ezekiel 3). Instead he took to drawing, depicting 
an image of Jerusalem under siege on a clay tablet. Then he lay down on his side, with an 
iron pan separating him from his clay art. After 390 days had passed, Ezekiel rolled over 
and repeated that action (Ezekiel 4). 

   3. After his clay tablet stunt was over, Ezekiel went on a new diet of barley cakes baked 
over cow manure (Ezekiel 4).  

   4. Next Ezekiel used a sword—yes, you read that right, an actual sword—to shave off his 
beard, dividing his hairs into thirds. He set one third on fire. He scattered another third 
around the city and stabbed it with his sword. He threw the remaining third into the wind. 
But the hair histrionics were far from over: Ezekiel had saved a few hairs from such 
abuse, which he sewed into his clothing. Then he burned some of those hairs too (Ezekiel 
5). 

   5. The weird stuff didn’t stop when Ezekiel finally started speaking. In Ezekiel 6, he 
prophesies against the mountains. Six chapters later, he goes into lurid detail—at least by 
biblical standards—about the sexual depravity of two sister prostitutes.  

 
  C. Later, he prophesies over dry bones in a valley. As Ezekiel stands speaking to his captive 

audience, he has a vision of the bones coming to life (Ezekiel 37). 
 
   1. This entire vision took place by the Spirit (37:1). 
   2. The Spirit set Ezekiel down in a valley of dry bones (which represented the exiles, who 

had no more hope of resuscitating the kingdom of Judah than of putting flesh on a 
skeleton and calling it to life. 

   3.  The LORD asked Ezekiel if these bones could live (37:2), and Ezekiel replied that only 
the LORD knew.  Why did God ask Ezekiel if these bones could live?  What is the most 
realistic, normal answer to that question?  What does Ezekiel’s response reveal about 
him? 

   4. The LORD calls Ezekiel to prophesy to those bones that the LORD would breathe new 
life into them by the LORD’s Spirit (37:6).  

   5. Then, but the power of God’s word and the breath of God’s Spirit, the bones started 
coming together. 

   6. The LORD used this vision to teach the exiled people that God would breathe new life 
into them just as God had done in creation.  God would restore the kingdom and bring 
them back home. 

 
 
III. Conclusion – New Testament messages: 
 
 A. Nothing is impossible with God. 
 
 B. God’s Spirit is the breath that gives new life. 
 
 C. Death gives way to resurrection. 
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