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REGATHERING DELAYED
     The regathering of our congregation scheduled for this Sunday, June 14, has been delayed.  Because of the dramatic 
rise of Coronavirus cases in South Carolina, and the recent designation of Greenville as a “hotspot” for the virus, the staff 
and Deacons have decided that it would not be wise for us proceed with our plans for this Sunday.  The Deacons will 
continue to monitor the situation and reevaluate our plans to regather at the end of June. 

      All the equipment had been ordered and arrived (roping systems, hand sanitizer stations, signage, etc.), the technology 
for livestreaming audio and video was ready to go, the building had been prepared (signage installed, furniture moved, 
sections roped off, etc.), activity bags for preschoolers and children had been prepared and delivered, volunteers had been 
trained, procedures had been established, the service had been planned, and we were excited about our congregation 
regathering for the first time in fourteen weeks.  But because of recent trends, and serious concerns for the health of the 
congregation, some of our volunteers and leaders no longer felt comfortable proceeding as planned.  Our new way of 
gathering will require a lot of volunteers, and it became clear this week that, as much as we want to regather, it is not time 
yet.

     All along, we had said that we were going to watch the trends and wait to regather until the number of cases had 
plateaued or declined for a fourteen-day period.  When we announced our plan to regather on June 14, we said that 
we would follow that plan unless circumstances warranted a change in plans.  The staff and Deacons believe that the 
current circumstances warrant a change in plans.  Not only has there been no sustained plateau or decline in the number 
of positive cases or hospitalizations due to the virus, but actually the spread of the virus has reached its highest level in 
Greenville County by any measurement. 
 
      So because of public health concerns (the spread of the virus) and practical concerns as well (the uneasiness and lack 
of volunteers and participants), the staff and Deacons believe we should delay our regathering.

     While we are disappointed that we cannot regather as planned this Sunday, we will continue to provide our on-line 
worship videos and mid-week devotional videos, as well as printed newsletters and sermons for people without internet 
access.  We encourage you to continue to be engaged with our church, and we appeal to you for your continued prayers, 
patience, faithfulness, generosity, and support during these unsettling times.

F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

Regathering
      Well, here we are again - - reacting and responding to circumstances beyond our control.  Just a 
few days ago, we were ready to regather as a congregation for the first time in fourteen weeks, and now 
we are changing plans again based on unforeseen developments.  I realize, and I certainly understand, 
why some people will feel frustrated by our decision to delay again.  But I am hoping and praying 

that we will continue to stay focused on our mission, and vibrant in our witness.  Our church is alive and well, and we 
are still open, although we are not gathering in person yet.  So please do all you can to keep our church strong during 
these unusual times.  After all, you/we are the church.  Gathered or scattered, the church is not a place, but a people.  By 
the power of God’s Spirit at work among us, we have faced challenges before and will come out of this challenge more 
determined than ever before to fulfill our mission and live “the greater way.”  I am praying for you, and I love you all.

Racial Reconciliation
    On another note, in light of all the racial tensions in our country, we continue to engage in our longstanding 
community mission partnerships with Triune Mercy Center, Landwood Ridge Apartments, Shemwood Crossing 
Apartments, Greenville Church Without Walls, A House on Beekman, Habitat for Humanity, Rolling Readers, and even 
our own basketball ministry.  Chuck and I have recently been involved in some conversations with African-American 
pastors, friends, and mission partners about ways we might be able to take our relationships to an even deeper level by 
establishing some intentional and ongoing dialogues about racial justice and reconciliation.  We are already praying and 
talking about ways for our congregations to worship together, serve together, and pray together.  You will be hearing more 
about these initiatives soon, and you will be encouraged to participate.  But we ask you now to join us in praying that 
these conversations will be a pathway through which mutual understanding and reconciliation can emerge.  



NEW PHONE STREAMING SERVICE
864-732-ESBC

 
Would you like to listen to the weekly worship service but 
don’t have internet access, a smart phone or computer?  We 
are excited to announce that we have implemented a new 
phone streaming system which will allow anyone with a 
phone – land line or cell – to listen to our worship services.  
It’s as simple as calling a local phone number, following the 
prompts, and listening to the service!
 
Just call 732-ESBC (3722) and you can listen to the 
recorded service from the previous Sunday morning. We 
encourage you to call the number and join us for worship!

WORSHIP VIDEO REMINDERS

As a reminder, you can access our weekly worship videos on 
Facebook, YouTube and our website. If you’ve not done so 
already, email info@esbcgreenville.org to be added to our 
mailing list. You will receive the newsletter electronically, 
a sermon preview and a direct link to the worship video. 

If you already subscribe to our YouTube channel, make sure 
you click on the bell on our channel page. This enables 
you to receive notifications when one of our videos is live! 
If you have any questions, please email Ellen Heyward at 
ellen@esbcgreenville.org.

  .............................................................................................. 

Sunday, June 14
Second Sunday after Pentecost

 
 
Solo: It Is Well With My Soul by Bill Hueble
Anthem:   If You Search With All Your Heart 
                 by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:1-14
Sermon:   “Learning to Say ‘Goodbye’ and ‘Hello’”
                 by Stephen Clyborne

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
NEW BLEACHERS FOR OUR GYM

We are excited about the installation of  the new bleachers 
in our gym this week.  The new bleachers were an approved 
capital improvement item in our 2020 church budget.  The 
former bleachers had been in the gym for a very long time 
and while they served their purpose of  providing seating, 
they were dangerous for several reasons.  On more than 
one occasion, a purse, drink or a preschooler has fallen 
down in between the seats and through to the gym floor.   
As you can see from the photos, our new bleachers are 
solid which prevents this type of  dangerous situation.  

In addition to the bleachers being solid, they have steps 
complete with a hand rail to make it easy and safe to access 
the top rows.  These new bleachers are ADA Compliant, 
providing an area accessible for individuals with mobility 
issues so they, their friends and family can sit together.  
Lastly, they are telescopic which means the operation of  
the seating is progressive and upon closing, all rows move 
to the closed position providing an increase in the usable 
floor space, again another safety advantage.

We hope you will join in our excitement about these new 
bleachers and we look forward to basketball season when 
they will be filled with ESBC fans!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR REGATHERING

As we look towards the Sunday when we do regather for 
worship on campus, we will need a variety of  volunteers 
to help facilitate the regathering.   We want to thank the 
members of  our congregation who have volunteered so 
far.  We can’t start to regather without you!! But to those 
of  you who want/plan to attend and haven’t volunteered 
yet, we can’t start to regather without you either!  We need 
more volunteers to make our return to on-campus worship 
a safe environment for all of  our congregation.  

If  you plan to attend on-site worship when we do regather, 
would you consider reaching out to Janice, Chuck or Denise 
and offer to help?  We need Outside Hosts, Inside Hosts, 
Sanctuary Hosts, Overflow Hosts and Cleaning Crew.  
Your service and ministry in this area will be invaluable to 
allowing us to gather together again.



Tommy and Alexis Davis upon the recent death of 
Alexis’s grandmother, Alice Zachary.

Jake Mullen upon the recent death of
his grandmother, Alma Mullen.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

LIVING THE GREATER WAY AT A DISTANCE:
GIFTS TO AND THROUGH OUR CHURCH

These unsettling times have presented us with new reasons 
and new opportunities to live, love, and give “the greater 
way.”  Thank you so much for your continued faithfulness 
and generosity in supporting our church.  You may mail 
your offerings to ESBC, 225 West Earle Street – Greenville, 
SC  29609 or give online through our website: www.
esbcgreenville.org.
 
If you would like to give over and above your regular tithes 
and offerings to the church, you may designate an offering 
in one or more of these ways:
 

Benevolence Fund 
Coronavirus Relief

Earle Street Academy

Prayerfully consider how God has blessed you and how 
you can bless others through your gifts to and through our 
church.

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Maudie Blackwell     Betty Jo Campbell

Barbara Massey     John McCutcheon

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, June 7, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$18,373
Budget Requirements to Date ...............................$649,244
Budget Gifts to Date .............................................$676,335

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$6,548
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$6,344
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support .....................$8,783 

IN MEMORIAM
HAROLD STEPHENS

January 2, 1938 - June 6, 2020

STAFF ANNIVERSARIES
Ellen Heyward
June 10, 2013

7 years

Bethany Hovis
June 18, 2018

2 years

DEACON ELECTION

Normally we hold the Deacon election the last Sunday 
in June and transition to the new Deacons by the end of  
August. This year because of  all we have been dealing 
with regarding the pandemic and the Ministry Assistant 
for Finance leaving (Denise has been having to do this 
work), we will not be able to get the Deacon ballot done 
in time for a June election. We have worked with our staff  
to determine a reasonable time to plan for an election. We 
believe we can have things in place to have an election the 
last week of  September and then transition hopefully by 
the end of  October. The six Deacons rotating off  this year 
are willing to serve the additional months until this process 
is complete. This plan has been unanimously approved by 
our Deacons. Thank you congregation for your prayers 
and support this year. 

Ted Brigman
Deacon Chair 

Terri Headley on the birth of her grandson,
Eli Mason Headley, born on June 8, 2020.

 

CONGRATULATIONS



     Twenty-five years ago, Phil and I were preschool Sunday School teachers at 
Fairview Baptist Church in Greer.  At Christmas that year, one of  our five-year old 
students, Alexandra Wilson, gave me a small, beautiful Christmas cactus, wrapped in 
shiny red foil.  I brought the gift home, transplanted it into a more permanent pot, 
and began to care for it.  Twenty-five years later, that small cactus has grown into 
the plant you see pictured to the left.  It has survived much over the last twenty-five 
years – two growing boys, a move to a new house, three grandchildren and multiple 
times of  neglect when I was too busy to give it attention.  And yet, it continues to 
grow and survive.

     As I said, the cactus Alex gave me is a Christmas cactus, designed to bloom 
sometime between the end of  October and the end of  the calendar year.  For those 
of  you not familiar with Christmas cactus, their leaves look like a claw with pointed 
edges as opposed to an Easter cactus which has round leaves and blooms in the 
spring.   My cactus has bloomed many times, starting as early as mid-October or as 
late as mid-January.  As Phil can attest, I get excited when I see little buds of  color 
come out on the leaves indicating blooms of  fuchsia are coming soon (I know, trust 

me, it doesn’t take much to excite me.) So when blooms began to appear recently, I was elated but surprised to say the 
least.  Had my Christmas cactus gotten it’s holidays confused and was now blooming at Pentecost?

     I did some research to see what actually makes a Christmas cactus bloom and discovered that limiting the amount 
of  water and light the plant receives and keeping it in a cool environment is the key.  One should only water the 
plant lightly every couple of  weeks and make sure it gets at least 12-14 hours of  darkness.  To quote the article I 
found  - “Not to forget, dormancy is crucial for Christmas cactus to bloom.”  When I looked up the definition of  the 
word “dormant”, I found this:  “having normal physical functions suspended or slowed down for a period of  time.”  
Basically a Christmas cactus needs some downtime, some rest and some suspension of  growth in order to bloom and 
be beautiful again.

     Could this same principle apply to us as Christians as well?  Do we need to have some downtime, some rest, some 
dormancy in order to “bloom”?  Could God perhaps be using the current suspension or cessation of  certain activities 
to allow us the time to slow down and rest in order to be ready to bloom again at the appropriate time?  A time to 
regroup and wait on God?

     In our society and especially in our current environment, we wait all the time.  We wait on responses from email, 
we wait for Amazon deliveries, we wait on Zoom meetings to start, we wait for our turn in the store.  And while we 
wait, we often are multi-tasking and doing a variety of  projects to stay busy and productive.  I don’t know about you 
but I have found myself  experiencing mental and emotional fatigue as much or more than physical fatigue over the 
past six months.  So maybe I need to learn to rest and slow down, become dormant so I can hear what God is saying 
to me and be ready to bloom again when He is ready.
.
     Two Bible verses speak to me specifically as I consider this  period of  dormancy.  In Isaiah 40:30-31, we are told 
“Even youth shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait on the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not 
faint.”  To paraphrase - they shall bloom again.    The second verse comes from Psalm 46:10 and I especially like the 
Passion Bible translation which says “Surrender your anxiety! Be silent, and stop your striving and you will see that I 
am God.”

      My prayer for myself  and our church is that when it is time for us to bloom again as God has planned, that we 
will have taken sufficient time to be “dormant” so we can know what His plan is and bloom as brilliantly as my cactus.

From the Minister Of AdministrationFrom the Minister Of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org


