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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

Read Psalm 34.  

Occasionally, you will run across those 
people who are disgustingly optimistic 
and hopeful.  The glass is always half 
full, they always look on the bright side 

of life, every cloud has a silver lining, every lemon becomes 
lemonade, and everything always works out in the end.
Sometimes those people seem to be unreal to me, and I 
cannot help but wonder if they have ever been really broken 
by life, or if they are just in denial, or if they are putting on 
a show.  Even Jesus didn’t seem to be nearly as upbeat and 
happy-go-lucky as some people seem to be. 
    Then there are those of us who are depressingly 
pessimistic.  The glass is always half-empty, they are always 
bracing themselves for the next bad thing to happen, there 
is a dark cloud with no silver lining that hangs over them, 
every lemon is sour, and nothing ever turns out the way 
they hope it will.  These people can be so negative and 
toxic that no one wants to be around them.  They know 
what it is to be broken, but they do not know what it is to 
be whole.
      The psalmist of Psalm 34 offers us help and wisdom 
as we affirm our faith in a God who is always good and 
still live in a world that is not always good.  There is a 
way to hold optimism and realism together in a healthy 
tension.  And this psalm offers us the right kind of balance 
that will keep us traveling along a path between the ditches 
of denial on one side and desperation on the other.  At 
first, it may seem like the psalmist is a starry-eyed optimist 
who sees the world through rose-colored glasses.  The poet 
begins his psalm with an affirmation and an invitation to 
bless the LORD at all times, to praise Yahweh with a song 
continually.  Indeed the boast of this psalmist’s life is to be 
in the LORD, and he calls upon all who are oppressed to 
hear, be joyful, and extol Yahweh with him.
        At about that time in the psalm, the poet is in danger of 
losing us pessimists.  “Oh come on,” we think.  “Get real.”  
What is this psalmist thinking?  How could he even suggest 
that he would bless the Lord at all times?  At all times?   
Is this just starry-eyed optimism?  Has this psalmist ever 
known what it is like to be broken?  Does this poet have 
his head in the sand?  Is this just denial that is disguised as 
faith?
    As I read the rest of this psalm, I understand that the 
psalmist was not out of touch with human suffering at 
all.  This psalmist could bless the LORD at all times not 
because circumstances are always good, but because God is 
always good.  “Taste and see that the LORD is good,” the 
psalmist wrote.  “Look to God, and be radiant.”  Inspired 
advice from a wise poet who was in touch with the human 
condition, and with a God who is good even when life is 
hard.

PLANS FOR REGATHERING

As reported last week, the staff and Deacons have been 
considering ways to regather that take into consideration 
both the need for being together and the need for being 
as safe as possible. With the continued rise of Coronavirus 
cases in our area and the number of cases resulting from 
large-group gatherings, the prospect of meeting indoors 
still appears to have a high risk associated with it.
 
In an effort to strike a balance between the needs of being 
together and staying safe, the staff and Deacons are working 
on a plan to regather in an outdoor setting. The details are 
still being finalized, but the plan will involve gathering in 
an outdoor space on Sunday evenings. Given our church 
campus’ layout and proximity to our neighbors, our 
gatherings will be off-site in a location with lots of green 
space and some shade, so we can safely and comfortably 
spread out and enjoy being together.    
 
Please continue to pray for the staff and Deacons, and watch 
the newsletter and social media for more details soon.

THE GOSPEL, RACE & JUSTICE: 
A CONVERSATION

This Sunday, July 12 at 6:30 pm
A Live Streaming Event

 
As we strive to learn more about prejudice, injustice and 
the marginalization of people, it’s important that we listen 
to a variety of sources and voices.  On Sunday evening, 
July 12, the Greenville Baptist Association is presenting an 
opportunity to listen in on a conversation regarding race 
and justice in our nation and how the gospel can impact 
these issues. 
 
The live event will be hosted at Rocky Creek Baptist Church 
on Sunday evening at 6:30 pm and it is open to the public 
(registration required).  However, the event will also be 
streamed live on Sunday evening on Rocky Creek’s web site 
and can be viewed by visiting:  https://rockycreekonline.org/
the-gospel-race-justice-conversation/.  The conversation 
will be facilitated by current SC Baptist Convention 
President, Josh Powell; President-Elect and GBA Pastor 
Alex Sands; and GBA Church Planter, Will Broadus.
 
If you are interested in attending the live event, please let 
us know and we will provide you with that information.  
Otherwise, we encourage you to join “the conversation” by 
live streaming on Sunday evening.



Sunday, July 12
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Hymn: Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him
Scripture:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Summer Sermon Series: Kingdom People: Scenes    .    
                                        from Matthew’s Gospel
Sermon:   “The Kingdom of Heaven” 
                 by Stephen Clyborne
Anthem:  Seek Ye First by the Sanctuary Choir 
                and Earle Street Ringers

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
Kingdom People: Scenes from Matthew’s Gospel

June 21 – August 23

In the synoptic Gospels, the theme of Jesus’ preaching and 
teaching was the kingdom of heaven, the rule and reign of 
God.   He  taught that the kingdom of heaven was a present, 
but future reality - - already, but not yet.  In the model 
prayer, He taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  But exactly what is 
the kingdom of heaven?  For what are we praying when we 
pray for God’s kingdom to come?  If God’s kingdom were 
to come on earth, what would it look like?   What does it 
mean for us to be kingdom people?  This summer, we will 
considering scenes from Matthew’s Gospel for answers to 
those questions.

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

For this week’s hymn meditation, I have chosen the 
second verse of How Can I Keep from Singing, which so 

beautifully states where we can find our comfort:

What though my joys and comforts die? 
My Savior still is living;

What though the shadows gather round? 
A new song Christ is giving.

No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
while to that Rock I’m clinging;

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing?

From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children
Bethany Hovis (ext. 209) – bethany@ESBCgreenville.org

Vacation Bible School is coming! It 
will, of course, look a little different 
this year, but there is no way we 
could go a summer without this fun 
tradition! To register, go to https://
forms.gle/FcVJNsvKS1PDacu8A and 
plan to join us July 26-30 for a virtual 
VBS! A new video will be posted each 
day that week, and you can participate 

whenever it is convenient for you! All participants will 
receive a boxed kit of supplies and a t-shirt, and the 
materials will be available for pick-up on Thursday, July 
23rd under the church portico (details to come). Let me 
know if you have any questions! 

The congregation of Earle Street Baptist Church is invited 
to celebrate the marriage of Bethany Hovis and Kevin 
Davenport on September 12, 2020 at 2:30 pm. If you plan 
on attending, an RSVP is required so that the bride and 
groom may have an accurate guest count. Please RSVP at 
www.rsvp.thedavs.com no later than Friday, July 24th. If 
you are unable to attend, you do not need to enter any 
information on the website. Although plans may change 
between now and then due to Covid, Bethany hopes to 
celebrate this special day with her church family! Questions? 
Call Bethany at (864)270-0829, or email her at bethany@
esbcgreenville.org.



Hank and Kim Johnson and family in the 
recent death of Kim’s mother, Floride Carter.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Kathryn Brooks     Mary Ann Snyder

BUDGET REPORT

No budget report available 
at time of publishing.

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$6,648
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$6,394
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support .....................$8,783 

CHURCH SOFTWARE CONVERSION
 
This week, we are in the process of migrating to a new 
version of our church database software.  Because of 
this conversion process, we have been unable to process 
contributions in our normal time frame.  Therefore, there 
is no financial report for this week.  We anticipate the 
conversion to be complete this week and that we will be 
processing contributions again by Monday, June 13, at 
the latest.  We are excited about the new software and the 
many new features and benefits it will bring to our church.  
Thank you for your patience as we manage this conversion.

PHONE STREAMING SERVICE
864-732-ESBC

 
Would you like to listen to the weekly worship service but 
don’t have internet access, a smart phone or computer?  We 
are excited to announce that we have implemented a new 
phone streaming system which will allow anyone with a 
phone – land line or cell – to listen to our worship services.  
It’s as simple as calling a local phone number, following the 
prompts, and listening to the service!
 
Just call 732-ESBC (3722) and you can listen to the 
recorded service from the previous Sunday morning. We 
encourage you to call the number and join us for worship!

DEACON ELECTION
 
In June of each year, as prescribed by the church’s 
constitution and bylaws, our congregation normally votes 
to elect deacons to serve a three-year term.  After the election 
in June, the deacons normally have a transitional meeting 
in August to prepare for the start of the new church year in 
September.  Since we are not currently gathering in person 
on campus due to the current public health situation, our 
deacons voted in June to postpone the election until the 
last Sunday in September.  The senior deacons who would 
normally be rotating off have agreed to continue to serve 
until the election can be held.
 
In preparation for this election, we plan to share information 
over the next few weeks that we hope will help you in 
several ways.  First, we hope it will help you know more 
about the duties and responsibilities of a deacon at ESBC 
so you will be able to decide if you are willing and able to 
serve if elected.  Secondly we hope it will help you as you 
prayerfully discern for whom you will vote in the election 
in September.
 
The following people are currently serving as deacons of 
our church and are listed under the year that their term of 
service concludes:

2020
Mary Arrowood

Ted Brigman
Jeff French

Emory Hendrix
Lamar McCarrell

Josh Shugart

2021
Glenn Arrowood

Chip Broome
Bill Hueble

Stuart Moore
Rob Traywick

Debbie Wilklow

2022
Andy Burns

Helen Hewitt
Joe Jones

Linda Kirkland
Keith Merck
Russell Young


