
 

 

 

 

 
Celebrating Our Past, Understanding Our Present, 

Embracing Our Future 
 

March 2022 – The date for Earle Street Baptist Church to begin its second century of worship, missions, 
ministry, fellowship, and spiritual growth.  As we prepare for this milestone, we look forward to celebrating our 
past, honoring our history, commemorating our first century, remembering our traditions, reflecting on our 
current church life, and discovering the direction God has for the future of ESBC as revealed by what He speaks 
into the hearts of our church family. 

Even as plans are being made for the celebration, we find our world navigating a pandemic that has 
accelerated significant and rapid changes occurring in our culture in recent years. How people communicate, 
patterns of relationships, how people derive meaning in life, and cultural norms are constantly changing. We see 
tensions emerging in our society that reflect the fears, hurts, and frustrations of many of our neighbors. This is 
a time for us as the church, the people of God known as Earle Street Baptist Church, to see the world around us 
through the eyes of Jesus, and to prayerfully consider how ESBC might best position itself to impact our changing 
community and world by the power of the Holy Spirit, and to have the courage to respond accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What follows is a process to guide us in this visionary process:  
 
June-October 2021 
A time of prayer will precede discussions on what we value most from our past, evaluation of the present work 
being accomplished in the church, and future hopes and dreams.  These discussions will occur in small groups, 
SS classes, personal interviews, and surveys. 
 
The Strategic Planning Committee will collect information gathered from these discussions and surveys and 
draft a summary document for the Deacons to consider, discuss and revise as necessary. 
 
November 2021 – January 2022 
The Strategic Planning committee will prepare a document to present to the congregation while still 
encouraging congregational input. Presentation for congregational discussion and input will occur in early 
2022. 
 

 
Strategic Planning Committee 2021-2022 
Ed Hogan  David Newton 
Mark Plasters  Grey Register 
Bruce Schoonmaker Sharon Youkey 

 
Take our lips, oh Lord, and speak through them 

take our minds and think through them 
take our hearts and set them on fire. 

 

 


