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MISSIONS UPDATE

   Even though we have not been meeting together in person, we have continued to engage in our mission “to share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed.” We have been taking things day-by-day, and each day seems to bring a new 
wrinkle and a new challenge. But, despite the circumstances, our church remains healthy and vibrant and committed to 
the “greater way” of loving our neighbors through mission and ministry.

   We have received many generous contributions specifically designated for “coronavirus-era” mission efforts, and we have 
been using those funds to further the work happening in our community to help our neighbors deal with the fallout from 
the pandemic. In the last few weeks, we have made financial contributions to the following local ministries:

• Miracle Hill/Greenville Rescue Mission – supplies and ongoing needs
• Triune Mercy Center – motel resident ministry and ongoing needs
• Greenville Church Without Walls – food, clothes, and new parent supplies for residents at Shemwood Crossing 

Apartment Community
• Generations Group – Friday “Star Parties” for residents and ongoing needs
• Harvest Hope Food Bank – supplies and ongoing needs
• Safe Harbor – costs of reopening shelter and transitioning clients from motel residency

   In addition to the financial contribution listed above, the Triune Mercy Center Team has continued to provide meals 
for Triune Mercy Center’s feeding ministry. Due to coronavirus safety precautions, the team has not been able to meet 
in person and prepare meals; instead, the team has engaged our caterer, Kim Stidham, to prepare and deliver bag lunches 
according to Triune’s specifications.

   Also, in addition to the financial contribution listed above, 
we have continued to work closely with our good friend and 
mission partner, Pastor Alfred Johnson of the Greenville 
Church Without Walls. Throughout the pandemic, Pastor 
Alfred and Chuck Emory have been visiting the Shemwood 
Crossing Apartment Community, delivering food, clothes, 
and new parent supplies and just spending time with the 
families in that community.

   In the last couple of weeks, in light of the social unrest and 
racial strife around us, our mission partnership with Pastor 
Alfred has taken on an increased urgency and significance. 
Alfred and Chuck have spent several afternoons in the 
Shemwood Community delivering food and clothes and 
talking with families. Alfred said recently, “The people at 
Shemwood know that Earle Street Baptist Church loves 
them.” Our purpose is not to draw attention to ourselves, but, 
rather, to build relationships and work together to share the 
love of Jesus to the whole community. And we will continue 
to make this aspect of our mission a priority.

   Please continue to pray for our church and our community 
and our country as we navigate the days ahead. There is much 
unrest and uncertainty, but one thing is for sure – God is still 
at work reclaiming and restoring and redeeming the world, 
and we are determined to join Him in that mission. Thank 
you for your continued faithfulness and generosity as we seek 
to live the greater way together.



NEW PHONE STREAMING SERVICE
864-732-ESBC

 
Would you like to listen to the weekly worship service but 
don’t have internet access, a smart phone or computer?  We 
are excited to announce that we have implemented a new 
phone streaming system which will allow anyone with a 
phone – land line or cell – to listen to our worship services.  
It’s as simple as calling a local phone number, following the 
prompts, and listening to the service!
 
Just call 732-ESBC (3722) and you can listen to the 
recorded service from the previous Sunday morning. We 
encourage you to call the number and join us for worship!

  ..............................................................................................
   ...................................................................................................

Sunday, June 21
Third Sunday after Pentecost

Father’s Day
 

 
Prelude: Will You Come and Follow Me 
               by the Earle Street Ringers
Anthem:   I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
                 by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture: Matthew 10:24-39
Summer Sermon Series: Kingdom People: Scenes                    
                                        from Matthew’s Gospel
Sermon:   “To Follow Jesus” by Chuck Emory

JOIN US IN WORSHIPF R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

   A long time ago, our church adopted 
“the greater way” as our identity, with 
three core values that Jesus Himself 
prioritized: loving God, loving 
neighbors, and making disciples.  In 

recent weeks, we have been reminded that “loving our 
neighbors” has never been more important.  In the Gospel 
of Luke, when a lawyer asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?,” 
Jesus replied with a story - - one of the most famous of all 
His stories - - the story of “the good Samaritan.” 
   When Jesus told that story, there was a longstanding 
prejudice against Samaritans that dated back hundreds of 
years.  Jesus told the story to overcome the deep-seeded 
racial tension of His day.  The despised Samaritan was the 
one who ended up being the hero of the story, all because 
he did what any good neighbor would do.  He responded to 
the need that the religious professionals either overlooked 
or ignored.  The neighbor was identified as the one who 
showed mercy.  Jesus said to the lawyer, “Go and do 
likewise.”
   In recent weeks, as I have thought and prayed about my 
response to the racial tension in our country, I have been 
led back to the verses from the prophet Micah: “He has told 
you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD 
require of you but to do justice, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with your God?”  Although these words 
were first spoken hundreds of years before the historical 
Jesus, they are strikingly consistent with who Jesus was and 
what Jesus said.  In these days when it is hard to know 
how to practice justice and mercy, the virtue of humility 
becomes ever more important than ever before.  A humble 
walk with God is essential in being a good neighbor.  In 
these powerful verses, the prophet Micah pictured our 
relationship with God not so much as a place to stand, 
but a path in which to walk.  Walking implies movement 
and action, progress toward a destination.    Loving our 
neighbors involves doing justice, loving mercy, and walking 
humbly with God
   In our ongoing attempts to live “the greater way,” Chuck 
and I have been engaging in some fruitful dialogues and 
prayer with some of our African-American friends and 
mission partners about intentional ways to work together 
toward racial reconciliation and mutual understanding.  
Very soon, you will be hearing more about how you can 
participate in these conversations.  In the meantime, I 
know I can trust you to pray with me about ways we, as 
individuals and as a church, can be more intentional than 
ever before about loving our neighbors.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR REGATHERING

As we look towards the Sunday when we do regather for 
worship on campus, we will need a variety of volunteers 
to help facilitate the regathering.   We want to thank the 
members of our congregation who have volunteered so far.  
We can’t start to regather without you!! But to those of you 
who want/plan to attend and haven’t volunteered yet, we 
can’t start to regather without you either!  We need more 
volunteers to make our return to on-campus worship a safe 
environment for all of our congregation.  

If you plan to attend on-site worship when we do regather, 
would you consider reaching out to Janice, Chuck or Denise 
and offer to help?  We need Outside Hosts, Inside Hosts, 
Sanctuary Hosts, Overflow Hosts and Cleaning Crew.  
Your service and ministry in this area will be invaluable to 
allowing us to gather together again.



Lamar and Jane Craze and family 
in the death of Jane’s cousin, Melvin Sowell.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

LIVING THE GREATER WAY AT A DISTANCE:
GIFTS TO AND THROUGH OUR CHURCH

These unsettling times have presented us with new reasons 
and new opportunities to live, love, and give “the greater 
way.”  Thank you so much for your continued faithfulness 
and generosity in supporting our church.  You may mail 
your offerings to ESBC, 225 West Earle Street – Greenville, 
SC  29609 or give online through our website: www.
esbcgreenville.org.
 
If you would like to give over and above your regular tithes 
and offerings to the church, you may designate an offering 
in one or more of these ways:
 

Benevolence Fund 
Coronavirus Relief

Earle Street Academy

Prayerfully consider how God has blessed you and how 
you can bless others through your gifts to and through our 
church.

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Andy Clark    John McCutcheon    Amanda Rapp

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, June 14, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$19,829
Budget Requirements to Date ...............................$677,472
Budget Gifts to Date .............................................$697,620

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$6,548
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$6,344
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support .....................$8,783 

DEACON ELECTION

Normally we hold the Deacon election the last Sunday 
in June and transition to the new Deacons by the end 
of August. This year because of all we have been dealing 
with regarding the pandemic and the Ministry Assistant 
for Finance leaving (Denise has been having to do this 
work), we will not be able to get the Deacon ballot done 
in time for a June election. We have worked with our staff 
to determine a reasonable time to plan for an election. We 
believe we can have things in place to have an election the 
last week of September and then transition hopefully by 
the end of October. The six Deacons rotating off this year 
are willing to serve the additional months until this process 
is complete. This plan has been unanimously approved by 
our Deacons. Thank you congregation for your prayers and 
support this year. 

Ted Brigman
Deacon Chair 

Harrison and Amanda Rapp on the birth of their 
son, Waylon Bowman Rapp, born on June 12, 2020. 

Booker and Riggins are the proud big brothers.

CONGRATULATIONS



From the PastorFrom the Pastor
Stephen Clyborne (ext. 204) – stephen@ESBCgreenville.org

From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children
Bethany Hovis (ext. 209) – bethany@ESBCgreenville.org ANOTHER WORD FROM THE PASTOR

    I could never thank you enough for the amazing level 
of patience and support you have shown during these 
unusual times.  The events of the last few months and 
weeks have put a strain on us - - physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually.  But despite the challenges that we have all 
faced, we have remained united in our determination to 
fulfill our mission and to live “the greater way.”
    Throughout these uncertain times, your financial 
support of the church has been remarkable.  Not only 
have our offerings continued to be ahead of budget 
requirements, but you have been generous in giving above 
and beyond your budget offerings to support North 
American Missions, our Benevolence Fund, the Earle 
Street Academy, as well as people and mission partnerships 
in our community impacted by the ripple effects of the 
public health crisis. I hope and pray that your financial 
support of the church will continue.
    We all look forward to the time when we can regather 
in worship, and we hope it won’t be much longer.  When 
that time comes, we will need a lot of volunteers, and a lot 
of cooperation.  If you are eager for our congregation to 
regather, and you are able, please contact us and volunteer 
to serve on one of the teams that will help to facilitate our 
regathering. 
 
I love you all and I hope to see you soon,

Stephen

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

This Sunday, June 21, the service will open with a prelude 
by the Earle Street Ringers.  The prelude is an arrangement 
of the hymn, Will You Come and Follow Me, which we 
rang on January 21, 2018. As you listen to the handbells, 
think about the hymn text:

Will you come and follow Me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know 

and never be the same?
Will you let My love be shown, 

will you let My name be known,
Will you let My life be grown in you and you in Me?

We were so disappointed to have to cancel our regathering 
last Sunday the 14th, and we hope it won't be too much 
longer before we are together again. What a wonderful 
day that will be! It will, of course, be a little different than 
what we're used to, and one of those differences will be the 
temporary absence of childcare. I know it can be stressful 
to think about having your little ones with you in the 
sanctuary, but we hope to make it a little less worrisome 
by providing all preschoolers and children with "busy 
bags," bags with age-appropriate, faith-based activities 
to help occupy your younger children and engage your 
older children. These bags have been delivered by our 
staff and some wonderful volunteers over the past two 
weeks. If you have not received yours, please let me know, 
and I will arrange for a delivery. There will also be bags 
available on Sunday morning for visitors. If you have any 
questions or concerns about this, please call, text, or email 
me! Looking forward to seeing you soon!

A big THANK YOU to Nellie, Shirley, Mike, Morgan, 
and Rebecca for their help making deliveries!

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
BEGINS THIS SUNDAY

Kingdom People: Scenes from Matthew’s Gospel
June 21 – August 23

In the synoptic Gospels, the theme of Jesus’ preaching 
and teaching was the kingdom of heaven, the rule and 
reign of God.   He  taught that the kingdom of heaven 
was a present, but future reality - - already, but not yet.  
In the model prayer, He taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  But 
exactly what is the kingdom of heaven?  For what are 
we praying when we pray for God’s kingdom to come?  
If God’s kingdom were to come on earth, what would 
it look like?   What does it mean for us to be kingdom 
people?  This summer, we will considering scenes from 
Matthew’s Gospel for answers to those questions.
 
June 21                                                 “To Follow Jesus” 
June 28                                           “The Welcome Table” 
July 5                                          “The Irony of Freedom” 
July 19                           “Bloom Where You Are Planted”
July 26                                    “The Kingdom of Heaven” 
August 2                   “You Give Them Something to Eat” 
August 9                                       “Get Out of the Boat”           
August 16       “The Day the Huge Wheel of  
                                                               History Turned” 
August 23                   “Binding and Loosing, Forbidding 
                                                               and Permitting”


