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CELEBRATING OUR PAST:
Learning from Our Family

As our church prepares to embark on our second century 
at Earle Street Baptist Church, the Strategic Planning 
Committee would like to hear your story of  how you came 
to be part of  the family.  A brief  seven question survey 
has been developed to assist you in telling your story.  This 
survey will be available for completion in all of  the Sunday 
School classes this coming Sunday, July 18.  If  you prefer 
to take the survey electronically, you can access the survey 
by clicking on the link below or by scanning the QR code 
provided below.  However you choose to complete the 
survey, we hope you’ll take the time to tell us how you 
became part of  our family here at ESBC!

As we celebrate our stories here at ESBC, the Strategic 
Planning Committee encourages you to pray with them, 
giving thanks to God for all of  His goodness to us.

Dear God, 
Thank you for your amazing power and work in our lives.  
Thank you for your goodness and for your blessings over 
us.  Thank you that you are able to bring hope through even 
the toughest of  times, strengthening us for your purposes.  
Thank you for your great love and care.  Thank you for 
your mercy and grace.  Thank you that you are always with 
us and will never leave us.  Thank you for your incredible 
sacrifice so that we might have freedom and life.  Forgive 
us for when we don’t thank you enough, for who you are, 
for all that you do, for all that you’ve given.  Help us to set 
our eyes and hearts on you afresh.  Renew our spirits, fill 
us with your peace and joy.  We love you and we need you, 
this day and every day.  We give you praise and thanks, for 
you alone are worthy!

In Jesus’ name,

Amen. 

Click here to take the survey. 

F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

     I continue to be encouraged by the 
number of  people who contact me to 
tell me that they are worshiping with us 

virtually.  Our own church members who are homebound, 
sick, caregiving, or working are able to join us online 
whereas before, they just had to miss out.  And of  course, 
there are those who could attend in person, but choose not 
to, for whatever reason.  Virtual worship is here to stay; 
and some churches that neglect this opportunity to reach 
more people may not survive.  It is a new day in church life.  
     I grew up hearing that to be missional and evangelistic, 
we have to go where the people are.  Well, now it is 
becoming increasingly apparent that the people are 
online.  So much of  what I am reading and hearing is 
that churches will need to treat the online congregation 
as another campus.  We have an in-person congregation 
that gathers in our buildings at the corner of  Earle and 
Robinson, and a virtual congregation that gathers online.  
What an incredible opportunity to reach more people with 
the love of  Christ and extend the ministry of  our church 
far beyond our walls!
     So the challenge now is for us to be more effective in the 
way we engage people online.  First, we will need to invest 
more resources in our online ministry so that we are as 
effective as possible.  And second, we will need to strategize 
about the best ways to engage people online so they are 
doing more than just passively watching our services, but 
are actually forming a community and engaging with others 
in online ministry.
     As more and more people engage with us online, we will 
be making it easier for people to support the missions and 
ministries of  our church by giving online.  Many people are 
finding that it is easier to automate their giving by setting 
up a recurring offering using a debit card or texting an 
offering.  In this newsletter, you will find some instructions 
on how to engage with our church by automating your 
giving.  As you can see from the financial report in this 
week's newsletter, our offerings are way short of  our 
budget goal; so your financial support is more needed now 
than ever.
     We are in this together, and we are determined to make 
whatever adjustments we need to make to keep our witness 
strong and our future bright.  Thank you for your constant 
faithfulness and support as we prepare to enter a second 
century of  missions and ministries together.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ESBCHistory


BUDGET REPORT
Week of July 11, 2021 
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$28,594
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$767,368
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$687,571

Capital Campaign (Sanctuary Renewal) .................$43,279

IN MEMORIAM
JOE GILES

September 11, 1939 - July 12, 2021

ATTENDANCE REPORT

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Sunday, July 18

9:00 and 10:30 am
in the Fellowship Hall

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Anthem: God of  Grace by the Sanctuary Choir
Offertory: I Need Thee Every Hour 
                  by Betsy Fee, violin; Debbie Blume, piano
Scripture:  Lamentations 3:19-26
Summer Sermon Series: Controlling Our Emotions
Sermon: “Dealing with Desperation” 
               by Chuck Emory

Week of July 11, 2021

Sunday School Attendance 
On-campus ...................................................................200
Virtual .............................................................................11
Total ..............................................................................211 
Worship Attendance 
On-campus ...................................................................231
Virtual ...........................................................................171
Total ..............................................................................402

 

SANCTUARY RENEWAL UPDATE
Week of  July 14

     One of  the driving factors behind the decision to move 
forward with the Sanctuary Renewal Project was the 
disrepair to our ceiling.  For many years, the plaster on the 
ceiling has broken loose and floated down, ever so gently, 
onto the pews and heads of  our congregation.  We often 
wondered why the flakes would choose a funeral, Holy 
Week service or Christmas Eve event to decide to drop 
off.  What was wrong with 3:00 pm on a random Thursday 
afternoon?!  Over the years, we have had painters come 
in and scrape and attempt to repair the areas, only to have 
other areas appear not long afterwards.  Unfortunately, 
because of  the plaster ceiling and the age of  the building, 
the flaking would just continue to occur and perhaps get 
worse.  So the decision was made to repair the ceiling  in a 
manner that would cover the plaster and flaking areas and 
provide for a finish that would not need to be repaired or 
replaced for many years to come.  
     The dry wall contractors are on site this week and have 
started the process of  replacing the ceiling.  We expect this 
portion of  the project to take approximately four weeks.  
While this work is being performed, it will be difficult for 
other vendors to do much work.  However, materials are 
being ordered and project meetings are taking place so 
that the next group of  artisans are ready to move in once 
the ceiling is complete.



From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children

Karli Selz (ext. 209) – karli@ESBCgreenville.org

VBS Volunteers: This year’s VBS will be August 1-5 
from 5:30-7:30 pm. To make VBS happen we need 
Crew Leaders. Crew Leaders help lead a small group of  
elementary or preschool age kids. There’s no preparation 
required. A good crew leader is a friend and helper for 
the kids and station leaders. They ask questions, take kids 
seriously and encourage them throughout VBS. If  you 
are interested in helping with VBS this summer, email 
Karli. 

VBS Decorations Day: Join us Friday, July 29th from 
5:00-8:00 pm to decorate the church for VBS. This is 
a great way to help out with VBS if  you are unable to 
participate during the week. Decoration skills are not 
needed! Dinner will be provided so please let me know 
if  you plan to join so I have a rough estimate for food 
count. 

FOOD TRUCK WEDNESDAYS
With good participation, we hope to begin offering a 
variety of  food truck options on Wednesday nights!

PROJECT HOST HOSTMOBILE
Wednesday, July 21

5:00 - 7:30 pm

Shrimp Po Boy
Roasted Veggie Bowl
Hot Ham and Swiss

Truffle Fries and more...

MAC ATTACK
Wednesday, July 28

5:00 - 7:30 pm

Mac Daddy Burger
Three Little Pigs
Nashville Shrimp

Complete menu coming soon!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

• Church Conference – Wednesday, July 21 (6:00 pm) 
• Orientation Meetings – Sundays in August
• Vacation Bible School – August 1-5 (5:30 – 7:30 pm)
• No regular Wednesday activities – August 4 
• Mission Trip Report – Wednesday, August 11 (6:00 pm)
• Deacons Transitional Meeting – Sunday, August 8 (6:00 

pm)
• Communion – Sunday, August 22 (9:00 and 10:30 am)
• Blessing of  the Backpacks – Sunday, August 15 (9:00 

and 10:30 am)
• Deacon Ordination Service – Sunday, August 15 (5:00 

pm, reception to follow)
• Fall Kick-off  – Wednesday, August 25 (6:00 pm)



From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Sanctuary Choir— Just a reminder: Rehearsals are 
Wednesday evenings at 7:15. See you then! 

FROM EARLE STREET TO WISCONSIN AND BACK AGAIN!

Online Opportunities to Reach Beyond Our Walls
Last week we received an online donation from a family in Wisconsin.  The givers wrote a 
note on the electronic gift stating that they attend our church when they visit family here 
in Greenville but watch our services each Sunday back home in Wisconsin.  This family 
had connected with our church family through online channels – worshipping with our 
congregation and giving to support the work of  our church.  What a wonderful example 
of  reaching beyond the walls of  our church building and outside of  the state to minister 
to this family.  And what a great example of  this family giving back to the church, almost 
1000 miles away, that was ministering to them!

This ministering and giving is made possible by the online world that we now live in.  
Through our live streaming service, we have the opportunity to share our messages and 
services with people all around our country and the world.  We also have the opportunity 
to share our services with people who may live in Greenville but can’t physically get to 
the church building such as homebound individuals, folks who work on Sundays, people 
who are sick or caring for others with medical conditions.  And sometimes, the message 
and service so touches our hearts and lives that we just need to hear it again.  All of  this 
is possible online.

Online giving also makes it possible for all of  these people, wherever they are, to give 
and support the ministries and work of  ESBC.  And online giving makes it easy for the 
members of  our congregation who are able to worship in-person to support our church 
as well.

New Online Giving Options
We have recently added two new online giving options – a new link on our website and the ability to text to give.  With 
the new web site link, you can enter your gift amount, select the category that you wish to give to, select a one-time gift or 
schedule recurring gifts, and enter your payment information just one time.  The new system allows givers to give using 
their debit or credit card or they can transfer money directly from their checking account using ACH.   The link to this 
online giving option is https://onrealm.org/EarleStreetBapt/give/now.  It is available on our web site under the Giving 
button.

Even more convenient, and my personal favorite, is the ability to give by text.  All you have to do is text ESBCGREENVILLE 
to 73256 on your phone.  You’ll receive an instant message in response providing you with the simple steps to complete 
your gift.  The same payment methods and choices are available with the text giving option as with the web site link.   It 
takes me less time to give my gift through text giving than it does for me to grab my checkbook and write a check.

My Challenge to You – Give It a Try
As Stephen mentioned in his article and as you can see from the financials, our giving to our annual budget is below by 
almost $79,797.  There are probably many legitimate reasons for this deficit.  But one of  them is certainly not because it 
is difficult to give your gift.  So I would challenge you to do two things – try the text giving option and make an additional 
gift to our 2021 budget needs.  Even if  you give a small gift, you’ll hopefully see how easy it is to use the new online giving 
option and your additional gift will help us make up some ground on our annual budget giving.  

If  you accept the challenge, please let me know what you think about the new online giving option.  I would love to hear 
your feedback.

From the Minister of AdministrationFrom the Minister of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

NEW PRAYER GUIDES AVAILABLE
This prayer guide provides a daily devotional thought 
designed to encourage us to pray as individuals and as a 
church family. You may access it electronically by visiting 
our web site and clicking on the “Daily Prayer Guide” 
button towards the bottom of  the home page or the 
traditional booklet format will be available for pick-up in 
the church office and in the Fellowship Hall. 


