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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

NEWCOMERS CLASS
for adults who have recently joined our church or 

are considering church membership
Sundays, October 3, 10, 17, and 24

9:00 am in Room 201

To register for the class, or for more information, contact 
Stephen Clyborne at stephen@esbcgreenville.org or 864-
354-8473.

 The Stewardship Committee and 
ministerial staff  are actively working to 
propose a budget for the 2022 year (our 
centennial year).  And as you might imagine, 

there are many variables, uncertainties, and realities that 
make this process more difficult than in previous years.

1. There is no doubt that our church, like most other 
churches, has lost momentum during the pandemic 
in terms of  in-person attendance and participation as 
well as budget offerings.  So do we budget on the basis 
of  our reality now, or do we anticipate that our church 
will recover in 2022?  If  we need to trim our budget, 
how do we go about doing that?  

2. Since we have to propose a budget for 2022 in 
November of  this year, should we budget in faith that 
we will finish the year as we usually do with offerings 
sufficient to eliminate our budget deficit?

3. With Chuck's recent departure, the Personnel Committe 
and staff  are prayerfully considering when and how we 
should fill or re-imagine the associate pastor position 
in light of  changing needs and expectations.

4. How will the ongoing pandemic affect or limit us 
going forward?  What opportunities for new missions 
and ministries will the pandemic present?

5. How will the strategic planning process guide us into 
an uncertain future?  What do we need to maintain?  
What do we need to change?  What new things is the 
Lord leading us to consider and do?

6. How will the church maintain a vibrant in-person 
ministry as well as a vibrant on-line ministry as well? 

     As you can see, we have a lot to pray about and consider 
in these uncertain times.  And I am praying that our 
church, as always, will meet the challenges ahead of  us in 
our centennial year just as our spiritual ancestors met the 
challenge 100 years ago.  Will you pray with me that God 
will give us wisdom to know what to do, and determination 
to do it?
    We are in this together; and as I have said many times 
before, there is no other church anywhere with whom I 
would rather be on this journey in faith.  I love you all.

SERENDIPITY MISSION GROUP
Thursday, September 16 at 6:00 pm in Room 202

Serendipity is a missions group for women in our church 
that meets once a month to learn about missions in the 
Greenville area and how we can be involved.  We will meet 
on Thursday, September 16th at 6 pm in Room 202.  Please 
feel free to bring your own dinner, eat around the table or 
just sit and "catch-up" with others you may not have spoken 
to or seen in a while.  We will have a program at 6:30 by our 
pastor sharing ways we can be involved in missions through 
our church. Ladies, if  you are not involved in missions, this 
is a great way to get started and also meet other women in 
our church.  For more information, contact Sylvia Clyborne 
at 354-9039 or sylviaclyborne50@gmail.com.

CHURCH CONFERENCE
This Wednesday, September 15
6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Agenda items will include:
• Minutes from previous meeting
• Membership changes
• Financial report
• Nominating Committee Report
• Strategic Planning Committee Report
• Centennial Celebration Committee Report
• Property and Grounds Committee Report

NEXT STEPS CLASS
Sunday, September 26
11:45 am in Room 300

In recent weeks, many children, youth, 
and adults have responded to Jesus's 
invitation to follow Him, and have 
been baptized.  Faith in Jesus is a 
journey, not a destination.  That is why 
Jesus invited us to "follow Him" (i.e., 

walk with Him, keep moving in the way He leads).  Once 
we take the first steps to follow Jesus, it is time to take the 
next steps in this journey.

To make your reservation:
Children contact Karli at karli@esbcgreenville.org. 
Youth contact Lucy at lucy@esbcgreenville.org.
Adults contact Stephen at stephen@esbcgreenville.org.

Lunch will be a sandwich box (sandwich, chips, and 
cookie) catered by Jason's Deli.  So when you make your 
reservation, please indicate whether you prefer a ham, 
turkey, or chicken salad sandwich.



RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Peggy Bailey

Rob and Holly Traywick and family upon the
recent death of Holly’s brother-in-law, Monte Lemmon.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Sunday, September 12

9:00 and 10:30 am
in the Fellowship Hall

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Anthem: Find Us Faithful by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture:  Acts 18:1-3, 18-19; Romans 16:3-5a;
                  1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19
Sermon Series: BACK TO THE FUTURE
Sermon:   “The ‘Keys’ of  the Church” 
                 by Stephen Clyborne

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of September 5, 2021

Sunday School Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................113
Virtual .............................................................................14
Total ..............................................................................127 
Worship Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................167
Virtual ...........................................................................120
Total ..............................................................................287

 

JANIE CHAPMAN OFFERING
FOR STATE MISSIONS

Offering Goal - $5,000
Received to Date - $2,210

Still Needed - $2,790

Transforming Lives Together
September is the season of  prayer for and giving to state 
missions efforts here in South Carolina.  One of  the efforts 
supported by the Janie Chapman State Missions Offering 
is planting new churches.  New church plants often need 
financial support as they seek to build their congregations 
and work to become self-sufficient.  The Greenville 
Church Without Walls, a mission partner of  ESBC, was 
one of  these church plants that was supported by the 
Janie Chapman State Missions Offering in their early years.  
Click here to learn more about how support from the 
state missions offering has helped this local church serve 
their community.

Help us reach our ESBC goal of  $5,000 by giving 
generously to this mission effort.  You can give to the 
Janie Chapman State Missions Offering by texting 
“ESBCGREENVILLE-STATEMISSIONS” to 73256  
or by clicking on the following link:https://onrealm.org/
EarleStreetBapt/give/StateMissions.  You can also give by 
check by notating your gift to state missions in the memo 
line.  

BUDGET REPORT
Report for Sunday, September 5, 2021
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$13,817
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$986,616
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$931,559

Capital Campaign (Sanctuary Renewal) .................$46,679

FLU SHOT CLINIC
Sunday, October 10 - 8:30 am- 12:00 pm
Wednesday, October 13 - 4:00 - 6:00 pm

It's more important than ever to get your flu shot this 
year.  Make plans to participate in our annual flu shot 
clinic on Sunday morning before and after worship and on 
Wednesday evening before activities.  More details coming 
soon!

DEACON OF THE WEEK
RON BRIDWELL is the deacon 
of the week. Ron and his wife 
Sandra have been married since 
1969. They have been members at 
Earle Street since 2002. They have 
two daughters and sons-in law, one 
grandson and three granddaughters, 

all of whom attend Earle Street. Ron is retired from 
Engineered Products after working there for 32 years as 
a Professional Engineer. In addition to being a Deacon, 
Ron is assistant teacher of the Loaves and Fishes Sunday 
School Class and also sings in the choir.



From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Youth Choir Super Sundae
Sunday, September 12, 4:00 – 5:00 pm

We will meet in the choir room (3rd floor) first, then 
have ice cream in the court yard.

All youth, grades 6 – 12, are invited!

Earle Street Ringers - For a variety of  reasons, we will 
begin on September 19 instead of  September 12.  

See you then!

SEARCH FOR SIGNIFICANCE
New Single Adult Bible Study

for singles 40 and better
Wednesdays, September 1 - November 10

6:30 - 7:15 pm
Leader: Stephen Clyborne

Where are you in your personal search for significance in 
life?  What makes you feel good about yourself ?  Do any 
of  these symptoms describe you? 

• Approval Addiction - always thinking you need others' 
approval.

• Performance Trap - always having to achieve more.
• Blame Game - your failures make you unworthy of  

love and deserving of  punishment.
• Shame Thinking - you cannot change and are hopeless.

If  so, then our next single adult Bible Study is for you!

Contact Stephen Clyborne at stephen@esbcgreenville.
org for more information.

Midweek Recharge Fall Schedule 

Food Truck
5:00 pm: Project Host Hostmobile

Adults
6:00 - 6:25 pm: Adult Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 - 7:15 pm: Adult Discipleship Groups
• Search for Significance - Single Adults - Led by 

Stephen Clyborne (Room 204)
• Telling Your Story - Any Adult - Led by David and 

Martha Newton (Fellowship Hall)
• Knowing God by Name - Men’s Discipleship Group - 

Led by Ted Brigman (Room 202)
• Acceptance and Gratitude - Women’s Discipleship 

Group - Led by Kathy Turner (Room 203)
• Mom’s Group - Led by Mary Beth Young (Room 

100)

Youth
5:00 - 6:00 pm: Youth Hang Out and 9-Square (FLC)
6:00 - 7:00 pm: Youth Small Group Bible Study (FLC)

Preschool and Children
6:00-6:40 pm: Preschool and children’s choirs 
rehearsals 
6:45-7:15 pm: Activities for preschoolers and children

The following Discipleship groups will NOT meet 
on September 15 due to the church conference:

• Telling Your Story - Any Adult - Led by David and 
Martha Newton (Fellowship Hall) 

• Women’s Discipleship Group - Led by Kathy Turner 
(Room 203) 

• Mom’s Group - Led by Mary Beth Young (Room 
100)

The following groups WILL meet on September 15 
at 6:30 pm:

• Search for Significance - Single Adults - Led by 
Stephen Clyborne (Room 204)

• Knowing God by Name - Men’s Discipleship Group 
- Led by Ted Brigman (Room 202)

None Like Him: 10 Ways God Is Different from Us
Wednesdays, September 29 - November 3

Leaders: Larry Worley and Andy Clark
6:30 - 7:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Where did God come from? Did he have a beginning? 
Who made God? Can God make a house so big that He 
cannot lift it? I can!  Is God ever lonely? Does God have 
feelings? What is God like? Does God ever change? How 
old is God? 

Come s-t-r-e-t-c-h your mind and deepen your 
understanding of  our God as we study the nature and 
attributes of  God.



Tickets will be on sale online April 4-25th!

UNDERSTANDING OUR PRESENT

The congregation of  ESBC embraced “Our “Greater Way” 
Covenant” at the beginning of  the new church year in August 
of  2019.   Stephen wrote the words below in an article in the 
December 2, 2019 edition of  our newsletter, The Home Page.  
These words have led our church since that time.

FROM THE PASTOR
Love God, love neighbors, and make disciples. Those are concise summaries of  the greater way that we have 
embraced as a church. But there is more to the great commandments and great commission of  Jesus than those 
concise statements. Jesus elaborated. 
Love God . . . 
Actually, the entire commandment is: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
Love neighbor . . . 
Actually the entire commandment is: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Make disciples . . . 
Actually, the entire commission is: “Go and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the 
Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And lo, 
I am with you always, even to the close of  the age.” 

We are to make disciples not just in our own neighborhoods, or in our own country, but in all nations. Our church 
takes that great commission seriously. We are serious about making disciples in our own communities, in our 
state, in our nation, and throughout the world.

We are excited by the many ways in which ESBC is focused outward as evidenced by our partnerships with Habitat for 
Humanity, Triune Mercy Center, Miracle Hill, Marie Younts Girls Home. a House on Beekman and other entities.  Our 
outward focus is also visible by our commitment to support missions efforts with our offerings to the state, national, 
and international missions organizations.  Lastly, we support mission efforts by sending teams from our church to 
Thailand, Ecuador and the Bronx.  But we wonder, Lord, are we collectively being to the community and the world 
everything that a church on mission ought to be?  If  not, help us to see the community and world with your eyes.  We 
want to become all that you want us to be.  Help us to understand what that is.   Our praise is always to you.

Almighty God, we give thanks for your unconditional love. As Jesus called the disciples into community, so too 
are we called to be in communion with one another. As we go about our work of  healing in your name, guide us 
in forgiving and celebrating one another. We acknowledge that we are part of  the whole body of  Christ, and all 
our gifts are essential to building your kingdom on earth. Be with us as we strive to be a more perfect community. 
Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE NEW CHURCH YEAR 
“Marching Together In Unity And Love” 

Our Prayer Team suggests prayers for Earle Street Baptist Church as we seek to understand how God is leading us 
to embark upon a new century of  ministry. One of  our top prayer needs has been voiced by a member as follows: 
“We pray that the Holy Spirit will move through our hearts, defeating the wicked influences that strive to divide us.” 
Unity among our church membership and wisdom to know God’s will are among our chief  prayer needs as seen by 
the members of  our Prayer Team. We ask God to give us patience and perseverance as we seek to do his will in our 
community. 

We are grateful to God for the many blessings he has bestowed and does bestow upon our church. Our exceptional 
staff  and our many dedicated church leaders represent some of  these blessings. When we are asked to provide our 
input about the positive future of  our church, may we have the tenacity and courage to respond with boldness and 
sincerity. Our members are encouraged to live the Greater Way which includes loving God, loving our neighbors, and 
making disciples. We are challenged to pray faithfully as never before to recognize God’s continued blessings, wisdom, 
and protection.  

The words of  an old hymn may be appropriate for us now. “Onward Christian Soldiers, Marching as to War, with the 
Cross of  Jesus going on before.” Our war is with Satan who throws in our way obstacles to our unity. Our source of  
unity is represented by the words we speak upon our Baptism, “Jesus Christ is Lord.”  That is our unifying testimony 
and the sound basis of  our faith. May we march hopefully and faithfully toward our Centennial Celebration with those 
thoughts ringing in our ears and in our hearts. 



THE “KEYS” OF THE CHURCH 
 
Several weeks ago, we learned the name of  Dr. J.A. Brown, the pastor of  Central Baptist Church, our mother 
church.  More than 100 years ago, Dr. Brown had a vision to establish a new church, a church that would 
eventually become Earle Street Baptist Church.  By 1913, Dr. Brown was no longer the pastor of  Central.  But 
upon returning to speak at the church’s twentieth anniversary, he continued to encourage the congregation to 
consider a church plant.  
 
Nothing became of  Dr. Brown’s dream for many years until 1921, when J.C. Keys (pictured 
right) helped to make that dream a reality.  Mr. Keys, a Greenville businessman, was a member 
of  Central Baptist Church, where his parents were charter members.  Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Keys 
opened their home on Rutherford Street (pictured below) to a group of  people who were 
interested in the church plant project.  They were literally “the keys” that put hands and feet 
to the dream of  Dr. Brown; and when the panoramic photo of  the congregation was taken 
in front of  the tent on the first Sunday when the church officially was established, J.C. Keys 
was on both sides of  the photo!  When you read about the formative years of  our church, 
the names of  Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Keys keep coming up, in the same way that Prisca and 
Aquila’s names keep coming up in the New Testament - - people who opened their home 
to a new church. 

 
Some people are dreamers.  And others are pioneers, willing to do 
the work and take the risks of  making the dream come true.  Those 
workers and risk-takers are “the keys” to the future - - people who are 
willing to open their hearts, their homes, and their hands to help make 
God’s dream for the church come true.    
 
This Sunday, September 12, we are continuing our Centennial 
Celebration, a year-long series of  events designed to celebrate our 
past, understand our present, and embrace our future.  Throughout 
the year, we will celebrate milestones of  our history on Sunday 
mornings, worship with our sister and daughter churches in special 
services, have a birthday party in March at Wildfire, and celebrate at a 
special banquet in August of  2022.  We invite you to join us for these 
events and more during this year of  celebration as we continue our 
journey in faith together. 




