
THE HOME PAGETHE HOME PAGE
Volume No. 48              June 25, 2020             Issue No. 24

  ..............................................................................................
   ...................................................................................................

Sunday, June 28
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Ordinance of Communion

 
Music Meditation: As the Deer by Betsy Fee, violin;     

                               Debbie Blume, piano
Scripture:  Matthew 10:40-42
Summer Sermon Series: Kingdom People: Scenes        
                                        from Matthew’s Gospel
Sermon:   “The Welcome Table” by Stephen Clyborne
Anthem:  Be My Church by the Sanctuary Choir

JOIN US IN WORSHIPF R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

     In his book, A Grace Revealed (which I 
highly recommend), Jerry Sittser wrote 
that attentiveness to each moment “has 
to do with the little things – tasks, 
assignments, choices, relationships, 

responsibilities – that are most often and easily overlooked, 
largely because they seem so insignificant.”  Sittser went 
on to say that he remembered and cherished all the big 
moments of his children’s lives.  He said he saved all the 
programs, took lots of pictures, created lots of memories, 
and now cherishes all those glorious moments.  But then he 
went on to say that all those glorious moments are really:
 
. . . no more glorious than all the small and ordinary 
moments leading up to them.  The graduations were 
milestones.  Weddings, recitals championships, baptisms, 
funerals, birthdays, promotions, and anniversaries 
function similarly; they mark progress and change.  But 
there would be no progress and change, no graduations 
and celebrations, no milestones and markers, unless we 
also valued and attended to all the little moments along 
the way.  In addition to the milestones, our children read 
countless pages in countless books, wrote countless papers, 
and took countless exams, or so, I am sure, it seemed at the 
time.  They “put in the time,” as the popular expression 
goes . . . [but] it is not the peak moments that count so 
much as it is all the ordinary moments in between. 
 
     In recent weeks and months, many of us have felt a 
sense of let-down.  There were so many big events that 
didn’t happen the way we had planned: Holy Week services 
(including Easter celebrations), Operation Inasmuch, 
graduations, mission trips, VBS, vacations, etc.  But these 
strange times have reminded me that, as Sittser says, “It is 
not the peak moments that count so much as it is all the 
ordinary moments in between.”
      May I make a suggestion?  Reflect back on the last few 
months.  These have been strange times, to be sure.  And 
we have missed a lot of big things that usually fill our lives.  
But instead of focusing on those big experiences that you 
have missed, consider how the major disruptions of the last 
few months have created unexpected space for “ordinary” 
experiences that you would not have had otherwise.  Make a 
list of the unexpected blessings and opportunities that have 
come your way during these last few months.  What do you 
believe God is saying to you?  What do you believe God is 
doing in your life?  It would be a shame for us to have gone 
through all the disruptions of the last few months without 
learning what God is teaching us.

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
Kingdom People: Scenes from Matthew’s Gospel

June 21 – August 23

In the synoptic Gospels, the theme of Jesus’ preaching and 
teaching was the kingdom of heaven, the rule and reign of 
God.   He  taught that the kingdom of heaven was a present, 
but future reality - - already, but not yet.  In the model 
prayer, He taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  But exactly what is 
the kingdom of heaven?  For what are we praying when we 
pray for God’s kingdom to come?  If God’s kingdom were 
to come on earth, what would it look like?   What does it 
mean for us to be kingdom people?  This summer, we will 
considering scenes from Matthew’s Gospel for answers to 
those questions.
 

June 28                                             “The Welcome Table” 
July 5                                                “Give Me Your Tired”
July 12                                      “The Kingdom of Heaven”
July 19                                     “Don’t Blame the Preacher”
July 26                            “Bloom Where You Are Planted”
August 2                      “You Give Them Something to Eat”
August 9                                          “Get Out of the Boat”
August 16     “The Day the Huge Wheel of History Turned”
August 23                     “Binding and Loosing, Forbidding
                                                                    and Permitting”



From the Minister Of AdministrationFrom the Minister Of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

Learning What I Don’t Know
In a previous life (aka career), I worked for many years as a corporate trainer, providing instruction on customer service, 
safety and security, product training, and software operation.  During a train-the-trainer workshop that I attended, I 
was exposed to the concept of the “Five Orders of Ignorance.”  Now, the word “ignorance” means “lack of knowledge or 
information,” but it has often been used in a harsh or mean tone.  So, to soften up the concept and make it more palatable 
to the class, the instructor referred to the concept as the “Five Levels of Knowledge”  - which I will also do.
 
The five levels of knowledge stack up like this:
Level one:   I know something.  I can demonstrate my knowledge in some tangible form.
Level two:   I don’t know something.  I readily admit that I don’t know some piece of knowledge.
Level three: I don’t know that I don’t know something.  Not only do I not have the knowledge, but I am unaware of the 
fact that I don’t know.
Level four:  I don’t know what I don’t know AND I don’t know how to find out what I don’t know.  I am unable to resolve 
my lack of knowledge or find out how to discover what I don’t know.
Level five:  I don’t know about the Five Levels of Knowledge  (which now you no longer have, since you have made it this 
far in the article!).
 
While I can only speak confidently for myself, I do believe that a lot of us are hung up in levels three and four.  If we 
don’t reach the point of realizing that we don’t know everything, we can fall into the delusion of thinking we know a lot 
more than we really do.  This delusion can make us stubborn in our beliefs and unwilling to accept new information or 
knowledge.  It may seem contrary, but recognizing what you don’t know can actually put you in a unique position of 
power.  This position can allow you to seek more information to help you, to look for someone else who can assist you or 
to guard against making a hasty or bad decision.
 
Levels three and four are very important when it comes to understanding prejudice in our culture.  As a white, 58-year-old 
woman, who grew up in a middle class family and has never lived outside of the upstate of South Carolina, my personal 
knowledge of prejudice is limited to say the least. I’m pretty sure that there are plenty of things that I don’t know that I 
don’t know about discrimination, racism or marginalization of people.   But while I may reside in level three for a time, 
I’m trying to work my way out of level four if possible. 
 
To work out of level four with regards to racism, we need to listen and learn.  We need to work to gain greater knowledge 
about prejudice rather than relying on our friends of color to teach us and help us understand.   There are resources 
available to us to help us in this effort.  We just need to start with one book, one article, one podcast, one video. I’ve 
ordered my first book and I’m anxious for it to arrive in the mail.  Our Media Library Team has ordered several books 
that will be available to our church family to check out and read.  And we need to learn to listen to others not like us 
and try to learn from their experience and not just frame our opinions based on our own experience.   In 1995, Disney 
released their animated musical, Pocahontas, based on the story of the real historic character of the same name.  In the 
song, Colours of the Wind, Pocahontas speaks to John Smith from her Native American experience.  In one verse, the song 
speaks specifically to our need for knowledge:
 

You think the only people who are people, Are the people who look and think like you, 
But if you walk the footsteps of a stranger, You'll learn things you never knew, you never knew.

 
We also need to constantly remember that, just because someone doesn’t look or think or talk or act like us, it doesn’t 
mean we can’t show them kindness.  In Acts 27 and 28, Paul was on his way back to Rome as a prisoner when the ship he 
was on was shipwrecked on the island of Malta.  The islanders who lived there certainly didn’t think or act or believe like 
Paul and his shipmates.  But the Scripture tells us that the islanders met Paul and the others with kindness rather than 
attacking them. 
 

“The people who lived there were unusually kind to us. It had started to rain and was cold, 
so they started a bonfire and invited us to join them around it.”

(Acts 28:2, International Standard Version, emphasis added)
 

I will readily admit that I don’t know what I need to know.   But I’m going to try and learn.  I hope you might join me.



Vicki Kennedy and family 
in the death of her aunt, Jody Carman.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, June 21, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$23,221
Budget Requirements to Date ...............................$705,700
Budget Gifts to Date .............................................$720,841

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$6,548
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$6,344
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support .....................$8,783 

DEACON ELECTION

Normally we hold the Deacon election the last Sunday 
in June and transition to the new Deacons by the end 
of August. This year because of all we have been dealing 
with regarding the pandemic and the Ministry Assistant 
for Finance leaving (Denise has been having to do this 
work), we will not be able to get the Deacon ballot done 
in time for a June election. We have worked with our staff 
to determine a reasonable time to plan for an election. We 
believe we can have things in place to have an election the 
last week of September and then transition hopefully by 
the end of October. The six Deacons rotating off this year 
are willing to serve the additional months until this process 
is complete. This plan has been unanimously approved by 
our Deacons. Thank you congregation for your prayers and 
support this year. 

Ted Brigman
Deacon Chair 

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

This Sunday, June 28, you will be invited to participate 
in communion after the sermon.  You can have bread and 
juice available to use (I think Oreos and milk are perfectly 
acceptable, as well), and you may partake of the elements 
after the sermon. For this week’s hymn meditation, I have 
chosen the third verse of I Come with Joy, which says:

As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 
each proud division ends.

The love that made us, makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends,
And strangers now are friends.

NEW PHONE STREAMING SERVICE
864-732-ESBC

 
Would you like to listen to the weekly worship service but 
don’t have internet access, a smart phone or computer?  We 
are excited to announce that we have implemented a new 
phone streaming system which will allow anyone with a 
phone – land line or cell – to listen to our worship services.  
It’s as simple as calling a local phone number, following the 
prompts, and listening to the service!
 
Just call 732-ESBC (3722) and you can listen to the 
recorded service from the previous Sunday morning. We 
encourage you to call the number and join us for worship!

NEW PRAYER GUIDES AVAILABLE!
 
The Prayer Team is excited and pleased to announce the 
daily devotion/prayer guides for the second half of 2020 are 
now available.   This prayer guide provides a daily devotional 
thought designed to encourage us to pray as individuals 
and as a church family.  The prayer guide is available in 
several formats at this time.  You may access it electronically 
by visiting our web site and clicking on the “Daily Prayer 
Guide” button towards the bottom of the home page.  You 
can request to have the prayer guide emailed directly to you 
by contacting John Kincaid, a member of the Prayer Team, 
at kincaidje@yahoo.com.   Once we regather on campus 
for in-person worship, the traditional booklet format will 
be available for pick-up. 


