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Lent is a time of  self-examination, a time to confront death 
and to acknowledge the source of  life.  Lent is a major 
penitential season of  preparation for Easter.  After His 
transfiguration , Jesus started His journey to the cross.  The 
church does the same during the season of  Lent.

We began our Lenten journey to the cross here in 2021 last 
week with our Ash Wednesday service.  This past Sunday, 
Stephen introduced a new sermon series entitled “God’s 
Determination to Have a Family.”  This sermon series, 
which will last through Easter, will help us understand that 
God goes to great lengths to forgive and restore us, even to 
the extent of  giving His only Son, by whose life, death and 
resurrection, we are adopted into God’s family.  

We invite you to join us each Sunday morning, either in 
person or by live stream, as we journey together on this 
Lenten road.

Lenten Sermon Series
God’s Determination to Have a Family

During the season of  Lent, we are confessing our 
rebelliousness and sinfulness, and at the same time 
celebrating our faith that God still patiently claims and 
reclaims us as His children.  God goes to great lengths 
to forgive and restore us, even to the extent of  giving His 
only Son, by whose life, death, and resurrection, we are 
adopted into God’s family.  

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
February 28, 2021

“Abraham’s Offspring”
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:13-25

We are descendants of  Abraham through the 
righteousness of  faith.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

The sixth Sunday in Lent, March 28, will be Palm Sunday 
and the first day of  Holy Week.  Holy Week is the seven 
days before Easter and the last week of  Lent.  During Holy 
Week, we traditionally have services which focus on the 
events that took place in the last week of  Jesus’ life on 
earth, before he was resurrected on Easter Sunday. While 
our services this year may be different from previous years, 
we will once again observe and remember the passion of  
Jesus.

Please mark your calendars now and plan to join us for 
our Holy Week services and for Easter Sunday.  All on-
campus worship services will be live streamed via our 
YouTube channel.  Registration for these services will be 
available early in March.  We encourage you to make your 
registration early for these special services.

PALM SUNDAY
March 28, 2021 

In-person and Livestream            
Worship Services: 9:00 and 11:00 am

Sunday School: 10:00 am

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Thursday, April 1, 2021 
In-person and Livestream        

Communion Service: 7:30 pm

GOOD FRIDAY 
Friday, April 2, 2021

In-person and Livestream
Two opportunities for worship

12:00 pm: Good Friday In-Person Service
7:00 pm: Virtual worship service available of

a pre-recorded Good Friday Tenebrae service.

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 4, 2021
In-person and Livestream

Worship Services: 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 am
No Sunday School



Dear ESBC,

Words cannot express our sincere thanks and 
appreciation for all the continuous prayers, cards and 
calls throughout the short 9 months of our precious 
Millie Kate’s life. It was the support and prayers of our 
church family that sustained us during that time and 
now that Millie Kate has gone to her eternal home.

                                          Knox and Judy Boggs
                                          Brett and Stacie Brackett 

Dear ESBC,

Thanks to your prayers, Ron has survived Covid-19 
and is on the mend. We are so grateful to God and give 
Him the glory! Thank you also for the calls, cards and 
texts. They meant so much to us. I felt your love and 
support through this whole difficult time and it kept 
us grounded. To our wonderful staff - you have been 
friends and prayer warriors for us and we can’t thank 
you enough. We love you all and are anxious to be with 
you again. 

                                           Ron and Norma Green

THANK YOU

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Susie Andrews     Sandra Bridwell    Fran Clark    

Lindsey Keck     Miles Rizzo

James and Beth Wickliffe
and family in the death of 

James’s father, Frank Wickliffe.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

BUDGET REPORT
Week of February 21, 2021 
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$20,296
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$219,248
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$171,295

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of February 21, 2021
Sunday School Attendance 
On-campus .....................................................................72
Virtual .............................................................................80
Total ..............................................................................152
Worship Attendance 
On-campus ...................................................................109
Virtual ...........................................................................251
Total ..............................................................................360

Sunday, February 28
Second Sunday in Lent

Prelude: O Worship the King by Hannah Grace Kincaid,
              Joyce McCarrell, Paula Hayes, and 
              Lisa Brigman, handbells
Duet: God of Our Fathers/Faith of Our Fathers 
          by Debbie Blume, piano; 
          Randy Blackburn, organ
Scripture: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:13-25
Sermon: “Abraham’s Offspring” by Stephen Clyborne
Sound Technician: Jay Gibson
Video Technician: Grant Wooten

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

NEW WAYS TO CONNECT

Chat With Us Live
On Sundays during our livesteam, a staff member will now 
be available in the comment section to chat. From the 
YouTube app, use your mobile device to send a message 
just like a text message. We hope this feature will allow 
those watching online to feel even more connected. Simply 
let us know you are worshipping with us or if you have a 
prayer need or concern. Let’s remember to use this feature 
with respect and reverence while we worship together and 
that chats are visible to everyone. 

Music Monday
Many of you have expressed 
your desire for more ways to 
study and worship through 
music. We will have a new 
video released each Monday 
called “Music Monday.” You 
will receive this link through 
email or you can access the 

video directly on our YouTube channel or social media 
pages. This link will offer a few selections from previous 
worship services and special events. Be on the lookout for 
this link and share with your friends and family!



F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e
          Once upon a time there was a bird who loved to feed in the meadow in the center of  the 
forest.  However, its enemy, the fox, also loved the meadow.  In case you didn't know it, foxes love to 
eat birds.  One day the fox made an offer to the bird: "If  you want to come to the meadow," said the 
fox, "I promise I won't bother you.  To prove my goodwill, I will leave you some food to eat each day 
in the meadow.  After I leave it, I will leave the meadow."  And the fox did just as it had promised.  

Each day it left some food for the bird and then went away.  The bird came and ate the grub and was very happy.  As this 
continued day after day, without realizing it, the bird began to get fat from eating so well and became perfectly content 
eating the good food the fox provided.  As time passed, the bird became so fat that one day, after eating the grub, it could 
not fly away!  And the fox came out of  the forest and ate that fat bird for supper.  Often temptation influences us in just 
that way.  What may at first seem harmless or even good can eventually destroy us.  Ever since the very beginning, there 
has always been that voice which makes evil seem so harmless, and wrong seem so right.
         The psalmist of  Psalm 31 knew what it was to face trials and testings.  He had become trapped in a net which 
had been hidden especially to ensnare him, and he prayed for God to deliver him, listen to him, rescue him quickly, be 
his refuge, and take him out of  the net into which he had been lured.  The image of  a hunter's net is an interesting and 
accurate way to describe temptations, trials, and testings.  They are traps set by the evil influences around us - traps which 
are either cleverly hidden or disguised as something harmless.  And then when the prey is enticed by an alluring sight or 
smell, it becomes trapped in the net which had been hidden.  After the victim has been trapped, the net is easy enough 
to see.  It becomes obvious that the net should have been avoided.  But now it is too late.  All that can be done now is to 
cry out for help and deliverance, which the psalmist did.
          In what is known as the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught His disciples to pray to avoid temptation and to be 
delivered from the evil around them.  He also taught us to pray for God to forgive us as we forgive others.  But forgiveness 
of  past sins is not sufficient.  There must be caution and safeguards against future sin.  So He went on to teach us to pray, 
"Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil."  The word that is translated "temptation" can have two shades 
of  meaning.  It can mean temptation in the sense of  being misled into sin.  Or it can mean a trial or testing, having one's 
faith put to the test.  It can refer to the everyday temptations of  life, or it can refer to the ultimate trial or testing which 
would cause us to deny or fall away from our faith and trust in God.
          The apostle James reminds us that God tempts no one.  But He does allow (maybe even cause) our faith to be 
tested.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to us all.  God is faithful, 
and He will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of  escape, that 
you may be able to endure it."  It is not a sin to be tempted.  The writer of  Hebrews reminds us that Jesus Himself  was 
tempted in every respect as we are, yet without sin.  The sin comes when we yield and give in to the temptation, when we 
fall away from our faith.  In essence, Jesus was teaching His disciples to pray that they would not be drawn away - drawn 
away from fellowship with the Father, drawn away from the sense of  Christ's approving presence, drawn away from peace, 
drawn away from self-respect, drawn away from decency and honor.
         In the Garden of  Gethsemane, Jesus gave this advice to His disciples: "Watch and pray, that you enter not into 
temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."  And we know how that story ended up.  The disciples neither 
watched nor prayed; instead they slept.  And they lived to regret it.  The flesh really is weak, and the stakes really are high.  
Wrong can seem so right.  Evil can seem so attractive.  And the forbidden can seem so appealing.  That is all the more 
reason why we should watch and pray as Jesus taught us to pray - - with these words constantly on our lips and this prayer 
constantly in our hearts: "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver from us evil."

ASSISTANCE WITH VACCINE REGISTRATION
Ages 65+ now eligible

As the vaccines for Covid-19 have begun to roll out, many individuals are experiencing difficulty in getting registered for 
an opportunity to receive the vaccine, even though they are in the eligible categories. Do you need assistance or direction 
in knowing where to begin?  Perhaps you don’t have a smart phone or device to sign up online or don’t know whom or 
where to call.   If  you are having difficulty in this area, our Medical Ministry Team would like to assist you.

The current eligibility group, as of  February 8, includes individuals who are 65 years old or older.  If  you are having 
difficulty getting registered or would like to have someone give you some assistance or direction, please contact Denise 
Plumblee directly or call the church office.  We will gather some preliminary information and then put you in touch with 
one of  the team members who can assist you.  Our Medical Ministry Team wants to do everything we can to keep our 
congregation safe and healthy.



From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Preschool Choir, Music Makers, and Young 
Musicians — We will continue our virtual choirs for a 
few more weeks, with March 24 being the last night for 
virtual choirs.

Wednesday, March 3
• Anytime — Music Makers Choir download activities 
• 5:15 pm — Preschool Choir zoom rehearsal with 

Rosemary Cureton
• 6:00 pm — Young Musicians zoom rehearsal with 

Debbie Blume

Youth Choir — We were still missing most all of  you last 
Sunday.  If  we are going to prepare two pieces for our 
video, you need to come to rehearsal!  I hope to see you 
this Sunday at 3:30!

Earle Street Ringers — Group C will ring the prelude 
this Sunday in worship.  We will rehearse at 8:15 am.  
Groups A and B will rehearse at your regular time.

From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children

Karli Selz (ext. 209) – karli@ESBCgreenville.org

INTERESTED IN GOING TO CAMP?
Register by Sunday, March 1st!

For more information or to sign up for camp, please 
contact Karli at karli@esbcgreenville.org or 233-5332, 
ext. 209. 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
  1 - Eddy Leo, Virginia Wyatt, Spencer Simmons,
       Bunky Wood, Kelsea Burton
  2 - Michelle Bishop, Linda Slaton
  3 - Michael Walker, Caroline Major
  4 - Jeanne Aiken, Tim Saunders, Doris Shellhorse, 
       Amanda Cushman, Wren Woods
  5 - Don Moore
  6 - Karen Sunday 
  7 - Chuck Adams, Anne Wyatt, Owen Wilkinson,
       Meredith Valley, Debra Hipp
  8 - Hampton Lewis, Robbie Badger
  9 - Austin Wilson
10 - Jacob Epps, Ramona Kyall, Susan Candee, 
       Julia Broome, Allen Smith
11 - Ross Harrison, Peggy Bailey, Sophia Masters, 
       Hank Johnson, Martha Newton
12 - Charles Alford, Kohlie Aiken
14 - Paula Cook, Fred Borth
15 - Brent Rodgers, Calder Standridge
16 - Gwyn Tankersley, Cooper Tankersley, Emma Young,
       Carole Ward, Austin Ward, Fields Patterson
17 - Ronnie Kelley, Mary Payne, Kent Frady, 
       Carolyn Vaughan, Luke Bomar
18 - Hannah Wassynger, Sara Dorsett, Carter Jay, 
       Noah Garrett
19 - Bill Hueble, Reese Young, Becky Bridges
20 - Ansley Duncan, Kathy Batson
21 - David Wyatt, Eddie Andrews, Olivia Ellenburg,
       Fields Fickey
22 - Christian Richards, Chuck Stovall, David Buchanan,
       Mickey Smith, Dennis Peace, Mary Alexander,
       Jane Callaham
23 - Grayson Richards
24 - Martin Hursey, Kelly Pleasant, Betty Hightower,
       Aaron Dorsett, Rick Conte, Alver Maheras, 
       Olivia Salazar
25 - Rick Sizemore, Janie Wassynger, Josh Barnett,
       Isabella Smith, Jean Dill, Trish Douglass, 
       Ryder Cushman
26 - Wanda Garland, Harriett Vinson, Jay Wilklow,
       Stephanie Day, Hunter Douglass
27 - Perrin Keene, Braelyn Wilson
28 - Jack Tankersley, Andy Clark
29 - Anna Claire Watson
30 - Holden Smith, Amy Martin, Pat Dietz
31 - Jean Cochran, Steve Rice, Mack Mussman, 
       Steve Davis

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES

During our winter months there is always the possibility of  
bad weather. For information on cancellations or delays, 
call the church office at 233-5332 and dial extension 
500. We will have information posted on our website, 
Facebook and Twitter pages, WYFF-TV and WSPA-TV.


