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NEXT STEPS FOR REGAHTERING ON-CAMPUS

     Thank you for your faithfulness and patience throughout this past year. As a church family, we have worked to 
strike a healthy balance between moving forward and being careful. Our steps have been measured and steeped in 
prayer, and God has taken care of us.  
     In recent weeks, we have begun to see some light at the end of the tunnel with regards to the pandemic. If you 
have participated in worship in person, you may have noticed that there are already fewer limitations to our in-person 
gatherings and greater access throughout our buildings. And, after prayerful consideration, we are prepared to take 
additional steps forward.  
     At their meeting on March 14, the Deacons voted to move forward with several changes to our in-person worship.  
Since we began to regather on campus in October, the registration system for seating has allowed us to be adequately 
prepared for in-person worship. However, beginning April 11, we will discontinue use of the registration system.  
Seating in our sanctuary will still be limited in order to allow for social distancing but we will be able to choose our 
own seats from the seating available.  Additionally, all entrances to the sanctuary will be open for entry and exit.

The times for our two Sunday worship services will remain the same.  However, starting April 11, we will have the 
following options for worship:  
             

9:00 am Worship Service
•  Masks required 

•  Congregational singing  
•  Childcare provided for preschoolers  

11:00 am Worship Service
•  Masks optional  

•  No congregational singing for now  
•  No childcare provided for preschoolers for now  

     Also, beginning Wednesday, April 14, we will regather for our in-person Midweek Recharge.  We plan to have 
an adult Bible study as well as activities for preschoolers, children and youth.  Visit our web site or check the newslet-
ter and social media for more information and details to come.
     As we move forward with in-person options, we will continue to provide a full range of online opportunities so 
everyone can stay connected and engaged with the life of our church. In addition to online classes and other video 
presentations, we will continue to live stream our Sunday morning worship services, and we plan to live stream the 
Wednesday evening adult Bible study.  
     Again, thank you for your love and support for Earle Street Baptist Church. Even in the midst of unprecedented 
division and confusion elsewhere, our unity has remained strong – and we are determined to keep it that way. As we 
prepare to take these steps, please continue to pray for God’s guidance and protection. His grace has brought us safe 
thus far, and His grace will lead us home. 

Prayerfully,

Stephen Clyborne   Joe Jones
Pastor     Chair of the Deacons



RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Becky Duckett     Lindsey Keck
Jo Ann Oswell     Joe Solesbee

Jerry and Sharon Youkey and family upon the recent 
death of Sharon’s brother, Gary Roethle. 

John and Kathy Higgins, Ben and Christy Duncan 
and family upon the recent death of Kathy’s father 

and Ben’s grandfather, Walt Brashier.  

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

BUDGET REPORT
Week of March 21, 2021 
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$27,406
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$38,244
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$328,872
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$287,058

IN MEMORIAM
LEE BRADFORD

June 4, 1939 - March 19, 2021

LENWOOD COCHRAN
April 12, 1928 - March 22, 2021

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of March 21, 2021
Sunday School Attendance 
On-campus .....................................................................66
Virtual .............................................................................68
Total ..............................................................................134
Worship Attendance 
On-campus ...................................................................186
Virtual ...........................................................................238
Total ..............................................................................424

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, March 28, 9:00 am and 11:00 am
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Children’s Palm Processional

Duet: The Palms by Debbie Blume, piano 
          and Randy Blackburn, organ
Scripture:  Mark 1:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Sermon:   “Hosanna!” by Stephen Clyborne

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
COMMUNION SERVICE
Thursday, April 1, 7:30 pm
In-person and Livestream

Scripture: Exodus 12:1-14; John 6:53-68; 
                 I Corinthians 11:23-26
Meditation: “A Blood Covenant” 
                     by Stephen Clyborne
Duet: O Sacred Head Now Wounded 
          by Betsy Fee, violin; Debbie Blume, piano
Music: Nothing But the Blood of  Jesus by Janice Hinnant, 
soprano; Betsy Fee, violin; Debbie Blume, piano

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
Friday, April 2
12:00 pm: In-person and Livestream

Prelude: The Old Rugged Cross by Randy Blackburn
Solo: God, My Father by Bruce Schoonmaker, baritone   
         and Randy Blackburn, piano
Scripture: Luke 23:44-46
Meditation:  “Dying Words” by Stephen Clyborne

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE
7:00 pm 
(Previously recorded, online only)

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING
FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

ESBC Goal:  $10,000
Received to Date: $7,952

Still Needed: $2,048



F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

     In the Spring of  1984, I nervously 
walked into the administration 
building of  Erskine Theological 
Seminary for the first time.  I had 
graduated from Furman three years 

earlier, and was considering pursuing a Master of  Divinity 
degree.  I was so intimidated as I walked into that historic 
building for a meeting with the Vice President and Dean 
of  the Seminary, Dr. Randall T. Ruble.  The purpose of  
the meeting was to learn more about Erskine to see if  
it might be a good fit for my seminary education.  He 
immediately made me feel comfortable and began to talk 
about his love for Erskine. And, in many ways, that one 
visit set the tone and determined the course for the rest 
of  my ministry.  Dr. Ruble convinced me that I would 
not be taught what to think at Erskine, but how to think 
theologically.  He assured me that the students and faculty 
there would become an extension of  my faith family, and 
would give me a nurturing community in which to explore 
God’s call upon my life and deepen my biblical, spiritual, 
and theological roots.  He was right on all accounts.  I left 
the meeting that day sure that Erskine was the place for 
me, and I never looked back. 
     Dr. Ruble was a Hebrew and Old Testament scholar, a 
pastor, an administrator, and a mentor to generations of  
Erskine students, and later became President of  Erskine 
College and Seminary.  He earned degrees from Erskine 
College, Erskine Seminary, a Master of  Theology degree 
from Princeton Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D from 
University of  Edinburgh.  He did graduate study at the 
University of  Goettingen, and post-doctoral study at 
Harvard.   
     After I earned both of  my seminary degrees at 
Erskine, Dr. Ruble gave me the honor of  teaching at 
Erskine Seminary as an adjunct professor for seventeen 
years.  When I learned of  his death last week, I was so sad 
and shocked.  I guess I always expected someone of  his 
stature to be larger than life.  Over the past year, I have 
lost several of  my mentors; and have been reminded over 
and over how important it is to tell the influential people 
in our lives how they have shaped us.  I am so grateful for 
Dr. Ruble’s influence, and cannot imagine how different 
my life would have been without him in it. 
     In every season of  my life, God provided at least 
one mentor, sometimes more than one, who guided 
and supported me.  Maybe as you read this, you will be 
reminded of  the special people God brought into your 
life at just the right time.  Your mentors may not even 
realize what a difference they have made in your life 
unless you tell them.   

Communion Service:  We will use individually wrapped 
communion packets during this service.  We will also 
have these communion packets available for pick-up on 
Thursday morning in the church office for people who 
wish to participate online.

• 12:00 pm - Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall

• 7:00 pm - Virtual worship service available of  a pre-
recorded Good Friday Tenebrae service

• Congregational singing with masks
• Childcare for preschoolers at 9:15 and 11:00 am
• No Sunday School 
• Easter Egg Hunt between 9:15 and 11:00 am for 

preschoolers and children
• Flowering Cross

Thursday, April 1
at 7:30 pm

Sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall

Friday, April 2
12:00 pm
7:00 pm

Sunday, April 4
8:00 am, 9:15 am,

and 11:00 am
Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall

Click here to register for these services. 

https://www.esbcgreenville.org/lenten-sermon-series


From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org
Preschool Choir, Music Makers, and Young 
Musicians—Thanks to all the preschoolers and children 
who participated in our zoom choirs.  You were real troopers 
for hanging in there!  I also want to thank Rosemary 
Cureton and Debbie Blume for making the adjustments to 
doing rehearsals remotely.  That was no easy task for any 
of  us!  The Young Musicians have created another virtual 
choir video which will be a part of  an online spring music 
program, to be released later in the spring.

Youth Choir—We are recording our pieces this Sunday.  
Please be a little early so that you can get your choir robes 
and be ready to start at 3:30.  See you Sunday!

Earle Street Ringers—We are back to our regular 
rehearsal times this week.  See you Sunday!

FREE SHREDDING EVENT
Tuesday, April 6

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Jeff  Lynch Appliance (Roper Mountain Road)

Sponsored by Shred360
Benefitting Harvest Hope Food Bank

Shred360 is sponsoring a free shredding event . This event 
is a benefit the Harvest Hope Food Bank. Bring non-
perishable food items with you while you take advantage 
of  this free event. In an effort to shred your sensitive 
documents in a timely manner, Shred360 asks you to 
please limit your documents to three copy paper boxes (or 
smaller) or three kitchen trash bags (or smaller). If  you 
have been cleaning out and organizing your home office 
and paperwork this is the event for you! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP FOR
THE EASTER EGG HUNT!

Our Easter Egg Hunt is coming up on Sunday, April 4th 
between the 9:15 and 11:00 am services, and we need eggs. 
We need lots of  Easter eggs filled with wrapped candy. 
You can buy them this way or fill them yourself! There will 
be a box in the Welcome Center and Preschool Welcome 
Center for you to leave the eggs! 

WILDFIRE
A Silent Auction Fundraiser
Saturday, May 1st at 7:00 pm

This year we will be celebrating Cinco de Mayo early on 
Saturday, May 1st as we help our youth raise money for 
their summer trips. Tickets will be on sale April 4th - 25th. 
An exciting option for this year is you can support them in 
person or from home. Stay tuned for more info!

Do you shop at Publix? 
It’s a great time to help our school 
while you get your groceries! Our 
preschool is a participant in the 
‘Publix Partners.’ When you check 
out, enter your phone number on 

the keypad and our school will benefit from a percentage 
of your purchase! If you need help setting up your account, 
please contact Julie Branyon at julie@esbcgreenville.org 
or 233-5332, ext. 207 or contact the church office. Thank 
you for your continued support of our weekday preschool 
program! 

SUPPORT EARLE STREET ACADEMY
WHILE YOU GROCERY SHOP!


