
  Earle Street Baptist Church 
December 5, 2021  Five O’clock  
  Ordination Service 

for Karli Selz 
   
CHIMES 
 

WELCOME  Denise Plumblee 
 

PRELUDE Have Thine Own Way, Lord arr. Jeanne Shaffer 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  The Middleton Family  
 Leader:  O God, we are grateful for those who are able and willing to serve as ministers 

of the gospel. 
 People:  We ask your special blessing on Karli as she continues in the ministry to 

which she has been called. Give her wisdom and health and strength for all 
the things she must do. 

 Leader:   Grant that all of us may support her, and respond to her leadership with joy and 
thanksgiving. 

 People:   Show us how to be better Christians, and to be more sensitive to others and 
to the ministry of this church in the world. 

 Leader:   Teach us to live as Jesus lived, and to fulfill his teachings in our daily existence.  
Make us an easy people to lead because we are eagerly seeking to do your will. 

 All: And grant that we may love one another so much in Christ, that our very 
existence as a church will prove redemptive in our whole community. 
Amen. 

 

INVOCATION   Sylvia Clyborne 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE #587 Amazing Grace NEW BRITAIN 
(All children, grade 5 and under, may come forward on the final stanza.) 

“This was one of a few hymns we sang to, and with, my grandfather this year as he was in the hospital.  
We couldn't see him, and he was unable to talk to us. This hymn is kind of a memorial moment for the 
significant people in my life who are no longer living or able to be here.” Karli 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come: 
Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years; bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Elizabeth Johnson 
(Following this, all children may return to their seats.) 



ORDINATION COUNCIL REPORT  Stephen Clyborne  
 

THE CHARGE TO THE CANDIDATE  Mary Beth Young 

THE CHARGE TO THE CHURCH  Lucy Wilkinson 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  Janice Hinnant  

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS Matthew 7:24-29 Stephen Clyborne  
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the 
rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 28 When Jesus had finished 
saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had 
authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 
 

Matthew 16:13-19 
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus 
replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 
blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 

  1 Peter 2:4-6 
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to 
him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture 
it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in 
him will never be put to shame.” 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.  
 

SOLO The Cornerstone By Lari Goss/arr. Elmo Mercer 
Janice Hinnant, soprano 

Jesus is the cornerstone, came for sinners to atone; 
Though rejected by his own, he became the cornerstone, 

Jesus is the cornerstone. 
 

When I am by sin oppressed, on the stone, I am at rest; 
When the seeds of truth are sown he remains the cornerstone, 

Jesus is the cornerstone. 
 

Rock of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee. 
Rock of ages, so secure, for all time it shall endure; 

‘Til his children reach their home, he remains the cornerstone. 
‘Til the breaking of the dawn, ‘til all footsteps cease to roam. 



Ever let this truth be known, Jesus is the cornerstone, 
Jesus is the cornerstone.  

 
MESSAGE “Where the Rocks Are” Stephen Clyborne 
 
LAYING ON OF HANDS/NOTES OF BLESSING 
At this time, you are invited to come forward and speak a word of blessing to Karli. If you prefer, you 
may use this time to write a note of encouragement and blessing for Karli. You may place these in the 
baskets at the exits following the service. 
 

ORDINATION PRAYER  Stuart and Amy Moore 
 

*HYMN #509 Trust and Obey TRUST AND OBEY 
“This hymn was being sung when I decided to follow Jesus as a child.” 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word what a glory He sheds on our way! 
Let us do His good will; He abides with us still, and with all who will trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

 
Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, but our toil He does richly repay; 

Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, but is blest if we trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

 
But we never can prove the delights of His love until all on the altar we lay; 

For the favor He shows and the joy He bestows are for those who will trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

 
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet or we’ll walk by His side in the way; 

What He says we will do, where He sends we will go; never fear, only trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

 
*BENEDICTION Stephen Clyborne  
   

*POSTLUDE I Will Serve Thee arr. Bob Rollins 
 
*Congregation will please stand.   
 
The red cloths used on the altar symbolize the “fire of the Spirit.”  Our prayer is that the fire of 
God’s Spirit would burn brightly in Karli as she continues in her ministry.  
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