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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

Read Psalm 123.
     How many times have you heard 
or spoken words like these?   “I have 
had more than my fill . . . more than 
enough.  This has been going on for far 

too long, and I can’t take any more.”  In some cases, it is 
an intolerable work situation.  Sometimes it is an ongoing 
problem with a spouse, or child, or parent.  Sometimes it is 
a health crisis or a financial crisis or a spiritual crisis.  And, 
of course, in recent weeks, it has been this strange time of 
isolation.  But it is not uncommon for us to reach the point 
where the psalmist of Psalm 123 found himself:  Enough is 
enough.  I have had all I can take. 
       When was the last time you spoke those words out 
loud or whispered them down deep inside?  Read the words 
of the psalmist.  He has stood about all he can stand.  Life 
is just too much for him.  He is telling God the truth and 
asking God for help.  And we get to overhear his painful 
plea.  When we read this poem and eavesdrop on the 
psalmist, we hear more than the desperate musings of an 
ancient poet.  We hear the familiar echoes of our own most 
difficult moments and demanding struggles.  We have all 
been there.  What made the psalmist reach this point of 
desperation might have been different from the struggles 
we have to bear, but the result was still the same.  For the 
psalmist, it was the scorn heaped upon him by those who 
were proud and rich, the contempt inflicted upon him by 
those who were arrogant, and the mockery directed toward 
him by those who were high and mighty.  “Our soul has 
had more than its fill,” the psalmist said.  “We have had 
more than we can take.”  And some of us are right there 
right now.
          What do we do when we have had more than enough?  
Some of us give up, give out, and give in.  We lose hope 
and we turn inward.  We become angry and impatient, 
or hopeless and desperate.  Some of us just try to cope or 
escape.  We turn to food, or alcohol, or drugs, or material 
possessions, or the wrong people who, rather than helping 
us face the pressure, give us an easy way out. 
        What did the psalmist do when he had stood about 
all he could take?  Where did the psalmist go when he had 
reached his limit?  To whom did the psalmist turn when he 
had endured more than his fill of scorn and contempt?  He 
turned to God, realizing that there are some situations that 
only God can resolve, and holding on to the promise that 
God can be trusted. 
     This psalm reminds us that, when we get to the point 
at which we, like the psalmist, have had more than enough 
heartache, we find that God has more than enough mercy.
 
P.S. Got time to read one more verse?  Read Romans 12:12.  

  .............................................................................................. 

Sunday, May 31
Pentecost Sunday

 
Solo: Holy Spirit, Flame and Fire 
         by Amy Andrews (June 9, 2019)
Anthem:   O Breath of God by the Sanctuary Choir            
                 (June 9, 2019)
Scripture:  I Corinthians 10:23-24
Sermon:   “Freedom and Responsibility” 
                 by Stephen Clyborne

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

LIVING THE GREATER WAY AT A DISTANCE:
GIFTS TO AND THROUGH OUR CHURCH

These unsettling times have presented us with new 
reasons and new opportunities to live, love, and give “the 
greater way.”  Thank you so much for your continued 
faithfulness and generosity in supporting our church.  
You may mail your offerings to ESBC, 225 West Earle 
Street – Greenville, SC  29609 or give online through our 
website: www.esbcgreenville.org.
 
If you would like to give over and above your regular 
tithes and offerings to the church, you may designate an 
offering in one or more of these ways:
 

Benevolence Fund 
Coronavirus Relief

Earle Street Academy

Prayerfully consider how God has blessed you and how 
you can bless others through your gifts to and through 
our church.



WORSHIP VIDEO REMINDERS

As a reminder, you can access our weekly worship videos on Facebook, YouTube and our website. 
If you’ve not done so already, email info@esbcgreenville.org to be added to our mailing list. You will receive the 

newsletter electronically, a sermon preview and a 
direct link to the worship video. 

If you already subscribe to our YouTube channel, 
make sure you click on the bell on our channel page. 

This enables you to receive notifications when one of our videos is live! If you have any questions, please email 
Ellen Heyward at ellen@esbcgreenville.org.

AS WE REGATHER – VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
 
While we are excited about the opportunity to begin gathering again for worship on June 14, we will need a variety of 
volunteers to help facilitate our regathering.  We realize that many of the volunteers who served earlier in the year may not 
feel comfortable serving or even returning to church now for worship.  Additionally, the details and logistics of our worship 
services will look different than they did on March 8 when we last gathered for worship.  Therefore, we are enlisting four 
new groups of volunteers to assist in our worship services for the time being.
 
• Outside Hosts – These volunteers will be responsible for interacting with guests as they arrive and enter the building.  

Their responsibilities will include directing guests to the Welcome Center entrance, managing the pedestrian traffic 
outside as they wait to enter, manning the hand sanitizing stations and handing out masks to guests, and managing the 
flow of guests entering the building. All of these volunteers will be stationed outside of the building. 

 
• Inside Hosts – These volunteers will be responsible for interacting with guests as they make their way through the 

building to the Sanctuary.  Their responsibilities will include operating the new elevator to take guests to the third floor, 
monitoring the stairwell to keep people moving at appropriate distances, directing guests through to the Sanctuary and 
monitoring the hallways and restrooms.  These volunteers will be stationed in the new elevator, the front stairwell of 
the new building, and in the lobby and hallway on the third floor of the new building.

 
• Sanctuary Hosts – These volunteers will be responsible for interacting with guests while they are in the Sanctuary.  

Their responsibilities will include directing guests to the appropriate seating in the Sanctuary, monitoring the doors 
to the Sanctuary during the service and directing guests as they exit out through the front doors of the Sanctuary and 
down the front steps to Earle Street.  These volunteers will be stationed in the Sanctuary.

 
• Overflow Hosts (if needed) – These volunteers will be responsible for interacting with guests that are directed into the 

overflow rooms when/if the Sanctuary has met capacity limits.  Their responsibilities will include directing guests to 
the overflow area, directing guests to the appropriate seating, monitoring the doors to the overflow area, and directing 
guests as they exit out of the overflow area.

 
• Cleaning Crew – These volunteers will be responsible for cleaning and sanitizing the various areas throughout the 

building including the entrance areas, exit areas, bathrooms and Sanctuary.  These volunteers will work between the 
worship services.

 
Volunteers will be asked to be at their volunteer station approximately 30 minutes before the worship service starts.  
Volunteers will be asked to attend a training session and wear a mask for the entire time of their volunteer service.   A 
survey will be distributed which will  provide our congregation an opportunity to express their thoughts about the re-
gathering as well as provide an opportunity for individuals to express their desire to serve.  If you have questions about the 
various volunteer opportunities, you may also contact Chuck Emory, Janice Hinnant or Denise Plumblee.
 
Again, we realize there are many people in our church family who are not able for many reasons to serve at this time.  
However, if you are able to volunteer, your help will be invaluable in making our worship services a safe and meaningful 
experience.



       1 - Vicki Merck, Kathryn Riley
       2 - Jackie Peace, Alexis Davis
       3 - Diane Davis, Robert Johnson, Ben Sizemore
       4 - Lee Bradford, Rebecca Keck
       6 - Shirley Jordan, Tess Worley
       7 - Ross Mackenzie, Lyla Burton
       9 - Jim Bumgarner, Lori Stenhouse
     10 - Mary Kathryn Pizzello
     11 - Bryan Marchbanks
     12 - Lois Hendrix, Wells Smith
     13 - Joel Duncan, Dell Baker, Dusty Bateman, Aiden Oswell
     14 - Marsha Burt
     16 - Jim Brown, Bruce Doolittle, Judy Lemmons
     17 - Martha Hursey, Judy Walker, Deb Jones, Anne Lewis
     18 - Garvin Douglass, Porter Dowdy, Tre Henderson
     19 - Clair Gibson
     20 - Helen Jennings, Wake Fickey
     21 - Lamar Craze, Kathy Garren, Grey Register
     22 - Bob Webb, Mena Simmons
     23 - Barbara Massey, Kat Holtzclaw
     24 - Will Middleton, Lee Harrison
     25 - Seth Walton
     26 - Kathryn Brooks, Tyler Johnson, Craig Holtzclaw
     27 - Mary Ann Bumgarner
     28 - Andy Harper, Warren Hammett, Drew Mackenzie, 
            Andrew Moore, Luke Boland
     29 - Barbara Thackston, Wayne Wilson, Bryan Zeiger, 
            Hannah Grace Kincaid, Ansel Riley
     30 - Keith Merck, Mike Stanley

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Pat Dietz

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, May 24, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$26,524
Budget Requirements to Date ...............................$592,788
Budget Gifts to Date .............................................$631,093

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$4,668
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$3,264
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support .....................$7,368

From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Back in the life that was, this Sunday would have been 
the last Sunday that our acolytes would serve until the 
fall.  While we have not met in person for several weeks, 
I wanted to thank the children and adults who serve in 
this capacity.  Our acolytes for the 2019-2020 year were: 
Lyn Hewitt, Denver Lewis, Rose Middleton, Anna Claire 
Watson, Maclaren Wilkinson, Madison Hayes, Serenity 
Hayes, Emma Johnson, Wells Smith, Wren Smith, and 
Emma Young. Thanks to these 3rd – 5th graders for their 
willingness to serve.  I also want to thank our acolyte 
coordinators who help each Sunday: Judy Boggs, Charlotte 
Boehm, Paula Hayes, and Madge Patterson.  We could not 
do this without you!

CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY
 

As we prepare to gather again on campus for worship, 
we would like to hear from you!  Included in this week’s 
newsletter is a sample of an electronic survey designed to 
allow you to share your thoughts on gathering again.  The 
survey is available on our web site and there will be a link 
included with the sermon preview for this week.  We invite 
you to complete the survey at your earliest convenience.  
Please remember to only complete one survey per family.

REGATHERING
Sunday, June 14th

9:00 am and 11:00 am

With the full support of our Medical Ministry Team, 
Deacons, and ministers, we are excited to announce that, 
unless the situation changes between now and then, our 
church will begin re-gathering on Sunday, June 14! Based 
on our interpretation of the information available to us, 
and our belief that we are approaching a point at which 
the joy of re-gathering will outweigh the frustration, we 
are taking steps to provide the safest environment possible.


