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FROM THE PASTOR
Stephen Clyborne

“Making a Difference from a Distance”
     I continue to be so thankful for the resilience, faithfulness, and 
generosity of our congregation during these unprecedented times.   As 
unsettling and disruptive as this experience has been for so many people, 
it has presented us with mission and ministry opportunities that we never 

would have had otherwise.  And our church has risen to the occasion.  In addition to your 
faithful giving to support the ongoing budget needs of our church (see the financial report), 
and your contributions to special ministry and mission causes (see article “Giving To and 
Through Our Church”), there are countless other examples of how our church is “making 
a difference from a distance” in our community.  These are just a few.  As you read these 
examples, share your own examples with us so we will know how God is working through 
our scattered church.

Our church gym may be used as a cold weather shelter.  Because the Greenville Rescue 
Mission gym is currently being used as a quarantine zone for the homeless, there is a need 
for churches to provide a warm place for people who are experiencing homelessness to sleep 
and receive  needed services during cold nights. 

Some of our church members have been making and delivering masks for healthcare workers.

Our church has provided meals for healthcare workers, and has given them an opportunity 
to send their prayer requests so that we may support them through prayer.

Our church has continued to provide meals in a socially distant way for Triune Mercy Center.

Our Apartment Ministry Team put together Easter bags for the residents of Landwood 
Ridge Apartments, some of our mission partners who are senior adults and are confined to 
their apartment homes.

Our staff ministers are staying in touch with healthcare staff who are related to our church 
members - - offering encouragement and prayer support to people we have not met (and 
may never meet), but are on the front lines of providing healthcare and are a part of our 
church family by extension.
 
All this in addition to the ongoing ministries by our Prayer Team, Homebound Visitation 
Team, Senior Adult Ministry Council, and ministerial staff who are regularly praying for and 
communicating with our own church members who are homebound, alone, confined, and 
vulnerable.  Sunday School classes and small group leaders are staying in touch with each 
other, calling each other, and even having virtual meetings on a regular basis.  Check out the 
list of small group opportunities on our website and in this newsletter and discover ways you 
can join a small group even during this time when we are not gathering in person.
 
Thanks to Ellen Heyward, our church is providing worship and devotional videos that are 
being viewed by church members, who are sharing them with others.  If you did not already 
know that your senior pastor is not exactly made for TV, you know it now.  But our associate 
pastor, minister of music, minister of youth and recreation, minister to preschoolers and 
youth, and minister of administration are naturals in front of the camera as they build a 
virtual bridge that reaches all the way from where they are to where you are.
 
We are still the church, alive and well, as vibrant now as ever.  I said it over and over again 
when all this first started, and I say it again: “Life is hard.  But God is faithful.”  

LOOKING AHEAD

While services and 
activities continue to be 
suspended for now, we 
all are eager to resume 
gathering together as the 
family of God at ESBC. 
Our ministerial staff 
and deacons continue 
to monitor the current 
situation closely and will 
follow the guidance of 
the CDC, national, state 
and local officials with 
regards to when it is safe 
and appropriate for us 
to resume worship in 
person as a congregation. 

In anticipation of the 
time when we can 
gather together again, 
the ministerial staff 
has begun to discuss 
and consider what 
precautions and plans 
might need to be in 
place.  As the time draws 
closer and the details 
are fleshed out, we will 
share these plans and 
precautions with our 
church family.

Until that time, we 
encourage you to stay 
connected with each 
other, with our church 
and with God.  And 
remember that, gathered 
or scattered, we are still 
the body of Christ, and 
we are still determined 
to live “the greater way.”



LIVING THE GREATER WAY AT A DISTANCE:
GIFTS TO AND THROUGH OUR CHURCH

These unsettling times have presented us with new reasons 
and new opportunities to live, love, and give “the greater 
way.”  Thank you so much for your continued faithfulness 
and generosity in supporting our church.  You may mail 
your offerings to ESBC, 225 West Earle Street – Greenville, 
SC  29609 or give online through our website: www.
esbcgreenville.org.
 
If you would like to give over and above your regular tithes 
and offerings to the church, you may designate an offering 
in one or more of these ways:
 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American 
Missions (AAEO) – Many Baptist missionaries in 
North America are dependent upon this offering for 
their livelihood and support.  With regular offerings 
being interrupted by the Coronavirus pandemic, there is 
an urgent need to support our missionaries so they will 
not have to be furloughed.  Our church offering goal is 
$10,000.  So far, we have received $5,212 toward that goal.  
Make your gift to ESBC, and designate it for the AAEO.

Benevolence Fund – This is a fund to provide temporary, 
short-term financial assistance for church members 
who need emergency relief because of the impact of the 
Coronavirus or for another legitimate reason.  This fund is 
administered by the Benevolence Committee in compliance 
with approved policies based on needs and availability of 
funds.    Make your gift to ESBC and designate it for the 
Benevolence Fund.

Coronavirus Relief – Some of our local mission partners 
are facing critical times and are asking for urgent help.  Our 
Mission Cluster Deacons are monitoring the needs and are 
channeling available funds from our church to help meet 
those needs.  Make your gift to ESBC and designate it for 
Coronavirus Relief.

Earle Street Academy – Because our weekday preschool 
program is supported by tuition, and because income 
from tuition has been greatly reduced, our church wants 
to take care of our own employees until the income stream 
is flowing again.  Make your gift to ESBC and designate it 
for the ESA.
 
Some church members have contacted the church office 
to let us know that they plan to designate the money they 
receive from the government stimulus package to one or 
more of these causes.  Prayerfully consider how God has 
blessed you and how you can bless others through your 
gifts to and through our church.

Robin, Taylor, and Hunter Ballard; Mike, Paige, 
Jordan and Carlee Stanley, in the recent death of 
Robin and Paige’s father; Taylor, Hunter, Jordan, 

and Carlee’s grandfather, Jimmy Ballard. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, April 12, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$47,918
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$423,420
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$476,016

EVENTS POSTPONED
Golf Tournament - October 31

EVENTS CANCELLED
Operation Inasmuch - April 25

Knox and Judy Boggs upon the recent birth of their 
granddaughter, Mildred Katherine “Millie Kate” 
Brackett, born April 16, 2020. Millie Kate is the 

daughter of Brett and Stacie Brackett. 

CONGRATULATIONS



JOIN US IN PRAYER
The Prayer Team of ESBC encourages us to pray daily for the many needs and requests surrounding the public health 
situation.  You are invited and encouraged to stop at 12:00 noon each day and join with others from our church family in 
lifting our prayers to our Father. Some prayers are listed below, but for other suggestions, please visit our website. 

Pray for all those affected by the recent tornadoes and storms – those who lost loved ones, those whose property was 
damaged, and those who were injured – and all those who are involved in helping to clean up, rebuild, and provide other 
relief. 

Pray for the homeless – those who have no place to sleep at night and those who have shelter but are unable to practice the 
protocols of hygiene and social distancing.

Pray for parents who cannot stay home from work and are looking for solutions to provide care for their children.

 
Pray for business owners and leaders who are faced with making difficult decisions that affect not only their own lives and 
families, but also the lives and families of their employees.
 
Pray for missionaries throughout the world, especially in areas with high rates of infection, as they seek to share the love 
and good news of Jesus during these anxious and dangerous times.

Staying Safe While Staying Home
Many of us are at home at this time, trying to protect ourselves, our families and our communities from the Coronavirus.  
Staying connected means spending more time on our phones, computers and other electronic devices.  But while we seek 
to protect ourselves from the virus, we need to remain diligent about protecting ourselves from scammers.  Here’s a few 
things to remember to stay safe during this time.
 
1. Be alert to imposter scams.  This can be someone contacting you claiming to be a representative from a government 
office like Medicare or the Social Security Administration.  Or it can be someone claiming to be a family member or 
relative in need of help.  If you get a message like this, resist the urge to act immediately, no matter how dramatic the story 
is.  Verify the caller’s identity and check out the story or request with someone else in your circle of friends or family.  And 
don’t send cash, gift cards, or transfer money.

2. Be alert to stimulus check scams.  As the stimulus checks are being dispersed, many scammers will especially target 
seniors during this period.  The IRS reminds us that no one from the agency will reach out to us by any means asking 
for any kind of information in order to complete the stimulus payment.  You are not required to verify any personal or 
banking information to speed up the stimulus check and no one can work on your behalf to speed up the process.

3. Ignore offers for vaccinations and home test kits. Also be alert to offers of hand sanitizer and other safety products. 
Scammers are selling products to treat or prevent COVID-19 without proof that they work.

4. Research before you donate to a COVID-19 relief effort.  Don’t let anyone push you or rush you into making a 
donation to an agency or project.  Verify that the agency or effort is legitimate before donating anything.

5. Be careful what you share online.  There are many trends and challenges on social media designed to keep our spirits 
raised and fill our time.  These trends include sharing your graduation photo, answering ten questions about yourself or 
other assorted challenges. While these challenges seem innocent enough, these posts provide information to hackers about 
things that are important to you, information which is commonly used to answer online security questions.  The Better 
Business Bureau suggests that we resist the temptation to play along with these challenges.  And they say now is a good 
time to review your security settings and change your security questions if you are nervous that you have shared something 
that could open you up to fraud.
 
The main thing to remember is resist the urge to act immediately with any offer, request or challenge.  Stop for a moment, 
consider the action requested and don’t hesitate to ask someone you trust what they think about the request. 

From the Minister Of AdministrationFrom the Minister Of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org



STAY CONNECTED:
 THROUGH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL AND DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS

Last week, I shared an article about ways our Sunday School classes and Discipleship Groups are staying 
connected these days. This week, I want to reiterate the invitation I issued last week: If you have not found a way 
to stay connected to the mission and ministry of ESBC, please consider joining one of our small groups. Take a 
look below at what some of our Sunday School classes and Discipleship Groups are doing to share content and 
stay connected – and then let me know where you would like to plug in.

Sunday School
Our Sunday School classes are the primary way we break into small groups at ESBC. All of our classes are finding 
ways – through phone calls, emails, texts, and Facebook messages – to stay in touch with each other and make sure 
no one is going through these strange days alone. Some of our classes also are using technology to deliver lessons and 
meet together on a regular basis. Here are some options.

Zoom Video Conference Meetings
    Early Bird (Teachers: Margaret Love, Frank Hawkins)
   N.O.P. (No One’s Perfect) (Teacher: Libby Young)
   Daily Bread (Teachers: Mary Beth Young, Meredith Smith)
   Round Table (Teachers: Emory Hendrix, Will Middleton, Stuart Moore, Amy Moore)
   Reflections (Teachers: David Clyborne, Wendell Cothran, John Kincaid)
   Foundations (Teachers: Grey Register, Rebecca Register)
   
Telephone Audio Meetings
   The Journey (Teachers: Andy Burns, Barbara Massey)

Email Lessons
   Loaves and Fishes (Teachers: Don Kirkland, Ron Bridwell)
   Welcome All God’s Children (Teacher: Jimmy Stenhouse)

Discipleship Groups
Our Discipleship Groups are also continuing to meet – virtually – on a regular basis. These groups are another way to 
plug into a small group and live the greater way at ESBC:

Men’s Discipleship Group (Leaders: Ted Brigman and Andy Burns)
Women’s Parenting Group 1 (Leaders: Jan Brown and Jean Brown)
Women’s Parenting Group 2 (Leaders: Kathryn Brooks and Harriet McCarrell)
Essential Lessons about Life (Leader: Don Kirkland)
Just as the coronavirus outbreak began to disrupt our schedule and preclude our in-person gatherings, Don Kirkland 
was about to start leading a new Midweek Recharge Wednesday night course called “Essential Lessons about Life.” 
Drawing from truths gleaned from a lifetime of study and experience, Don was going to guide the group through some 
essential takeaways about what it means to live as a follower of Jesus. I am happy to report that, in lieu of a weekly 
gathering, Don is going to lead a weekly study by email.

Get Connected
Please make sure you find a way to stay connected. You can join any of these classes or groups by contacting me 
(chuck@esbcgreenville.org; 864-233-5332 ext. 203). As stated above, during these days when we cannot get together 
physically, it is more important than ever that we stay connected in new and creative ways. If you lead a Sunday School 
class or another group that is finding new ways to share lessons and other content, please let me know. We will update 
this list as we learn of new opportunities for us all to stay connected. And if you would like assistance in finding and 
using new ways for your class or group to get together and share content, please let me know. I would be glad to help!

From the Associate PastorFrom the Associate Pastor
Chuck Emory (ext. 203) – chuck@ESBCgreenville.org


