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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
This past Sunday, our church family observed Pledge 
Sunday, a time when we pledge our monetary support for 
the approved church budget for the coming year.  So far, 
our congregation has pledged 21% of  the 2021 budget.   
None of  us could have expected how this year would 
unfold.  And we realize planning for 2021 can be difficult 
and unsettling for many in our congregation.  We simply 
ask you to prayerfully consider how the Lord has blessed 
you here in 2020 and how you could support the work of  
the Lord through our church as we enter 2021.  

We will be receiving pledge cards through the end of  the 
year.  If  you are worshipping with us in person, you may 
turn in your pledge card on Sunday mornings.  If  you are 
worshipping with us online, you may mail in your pledge 
card or you can choose to use our electronic pledge card.  
The link to the electronic pledge card is provided here.

We are so thankful for the continued support of  our church 
family here in 2020 and look forward to what God has in 
store for His church in 2021!

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday in Advent (Hope)

Prelude: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel by Judy Walker,    
               Joyce McCarrell, Lyn Reames, 
               and Jane Leo; handbells
Duet: Shine On Us by Janice Hinnant 
          and Stephen Clyborne
Scripture: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Sermon:   “The Face of God” by Stephen Clyborne

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES COMING SOON

ANGEL TREE AT ESBC
As in past years, ESBC will once again sponsor the 
Angel Tree, an opportunity to help provide some of  the 
children from Stone Academy with a little extra cheer 
this Christmas.  However, unlike past years, we won’t be 
posting the “angels” on a bulletin board in the church.  
Instead there will be an electronic process for choosing 
an “angel”.  We hope to have this electronic bulletin board 
ready to share in next week’s newsletter, so stay tuned!  

Each child participating will have submitted some toy 
wishes as well as some clothing needs.  You may choose 
one or more of  these wishes to purchase and provide.  
Gifts purchased should not exceed a $50 price range.  
The gifts should be wrapped and returned to the church 
no later than Wednesday, December 16th.  If  you want 
more information or want to request an angel before 
the electronic bulletin board is ready, please reach out to 
Denise Plumblee. There will be 74 angels this year (37 
children) so please help if  you can!

COAT DRIVE AND LOTTIE MOON
Coming soon, we will have more information about our 
annual coat drive and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
All of  these mission opportunites allow us to directly 
impact children and families in our communities and 
throughout the world. If  you have any questions, please 
contact Chuck Emory at chuck@esbcgreenville.org. 

     Every six years, I teach all the way 
through the Bible.  As I finish my 
eighteenth year at Earle Street and 
begin my nineteenth, I am teaching 
all the way through the Bible for the 

third time.  It’s one of  my most favorite things to do, and 
I would love for you to join me for the first time, or for a 
refresher course.  For the first time, I am recording these 
Bible Survey sessions rather than teaching them in person, 
which means that, this time, you can take it at your own 
pace and  access the sessions at your convenience.  This 
way, you should not have to miss a single session, and you 
can even binge watch!  
     This Fall, we have worked our way through the Old 
Testament.  I am impressed with those of  you who have 
kept up with the sessions so far, and I appreciate the 
feedback you have given me.  The Old Testament study 
guide and videos are posted on our web site: https://
www.esbcgreenville.org/bible-survey-class.  Beginning in 
January, we will begin working through the New Testament.
      Hopefully, the survey of  the Old Testament has prepared 
us in a new way to celebrate the birth of  Jesus, which is 
where the survey of  the New Testament will begin after 
Christmas.  Even if  you do not have time to get all the way 
through the Old Testament, I hope you will plan to join us 
for the Survey of  the New Testament in January.
     The approach I use is historical, literary, and somewhat 
academic - - but will also be devotional and inspirational 
as the truth of  Scripture comes alive in new and exciting 
ways.  There will be continuity from week-to-week.  A new 
session will be available each Sunday beginning in January. 
I hope you will join us.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021PledgeCard


From the Minister OfFrom the Minister Of
Music and WorshipMusic and Worship

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Preschool Choir, Music Makers Choir, and Young 
Musicians—Here is the schedule for Thanksgiving week:
Wednesday, December 2
• Anytime: Preschool Choir downloads with 
      Rebecca Keck
• 5:15-5:45 pm: Music Makers Choir zoom with 

Rosemary Cureton
• 6:00-6:30 pm : Young Musicians Choir will Zoom with 

Debbie Blume
Earle Street Ringers—Group B, you will ring the prelude 
this Sunday, so we will meet at 8:15 to rehearse.  
Youth Choir—Great work last Sunday. We were missing 
some of  you, so I hope you will be back this week.  We 
have a few more rehearsals, then we do the video and 
recording on Sunday, December 13.  See you Sunday!

From the Minister From the Minister 
Of AdministrationOf Administration

Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org
A List of  Thanks
     I love legal pads.  As an avid list maker, I consider legal 
pads to be a wonderful thing.  They are perfect for making 
lists of  all types of  things – groceries, tasks, appointments, 
and blessings.  Yes, blessings – things to be thankful for.
     Before I came to ESBC, I worked for twenty years in 
the financial services industry.  The last ten years of  that 
professional career were difficult and I often found myself  
struggling to find things to be thankful for.  However, our 
boys were in their teenage years, our personal lives were 
busy and I often had a legal pad on the kitchen counter, 
filled with things I needed to be aware of.  To deal with the 
difficulties at work, I started making a list of  daily things 
that I was thankful for.  Sometimes it was a good grade that 
my son achieved on a test we studied hard for.  Maybe it was 
a lunch hour spent with my grandparents sitting outside on 
their porch.  Or perhaps it was having the money available 
to make the last payment on a field trip.  While there were 
some “big” items on that list, the majority of  the entries 
were small things that one might consider insignificant by 
themselves.  However, all together listed on that legal pad, 
these items served to remind me of  just how much I had 
to be thankful for.  This list helped me keep my perspective 
and offered me hope that I could make it through the 
difficult time.  
     To say that 2020 has been a difficult year would be an 
understatement.  But even in the midst of  the difficulties of  
this year, hopefully we can still find things for which to be 
thankful, even if  they are small and seemingly insignificant.   
I think it’s time for me to pull out the legal pad and put it 
back on the kitchen counter.  Let me know if  you want me 
to get one for you.

When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed, 
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,

Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 

BUDGET REPORT
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$26,693
Budget Requirements to Date ...........................$1,326,716
Budget Gifts to Date .........................................$1,273,367

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Cameron Morgan     Miles Rizzo

MORGAN BATEMAN
January 8, 1992 - November 21, 2020

IN MEMORIAM

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
  1 - Jonnie Linder, Elizabeth Griffin
  2 - Chuck Elliott, Legare Shymske, Rick Knight, 
       Rosemary Plumblee, Tish Alford, Hadley Clow
  4 - Jane Hughes
  5 - Mike Green, Elizabeth Sarratt, Erin Gambrell, 
       Leanne Hammett, Justin Keck
  6 - Jesse Tate, Norman Nokleby
  7 - Mike Garren
  8 - Dempsey Davis, Morgan Arndt
  9 - Bobby Hewitt
10 - Caroline Brooks, Chutnie Hewitt
12 - Lee Dowdy, Grant Wooten, Barbara Malone
13 - English Rabideaux, Julie Rau
14 - Quay Farmer
15 - Charlotte Lynch, Frank Tedards
16 - Anna Tankersley, Drew Pearce, Libby Young, 
       Sara Worrell
17 - Kesina Lewis, Steve Clark
18 - Bryson Blackwell
20 - Mickey Hughes, Jim Elders, Joe Jordan
21 - Holly Holtzclaw
22 - Sharon Murphy
23 - Noellen Groff, Amy Barras, Wayne Tressler
24 - Glenna Hipps, Caroline Conte, Pam Neal
25 - Sally Ballentine
26 - Kip Broome, Amie Taylor
27 - Lauren Long, Josh Shugart, Jenice Pleasant,
       Leslie Boehm, Esther Smith
28 - Bret Barras, Amy Seigler, Natasha Sexton
29 - Molly Emory
30 - Terry Huggins
31 - Peyton Fields, Bray Rodgers, Marilyn Tressler


