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FROM THE PASTOR
     If  there is anything I have learned in these uncertain days, it is this: There is more than one way to form a community.  
One way is to gather in person. If  you ask me, that is not just the traditional way, but also the ideal way to form a 
community.  But in recent days, with the Coronavirus pandemic, we have been forced to be a bit more creative.  For 
example, small groups have been sending out prayer requests by social media and email, the Prayer Team has been 
supporting the church through prayer, the N.O.P. class met last Sunday by Zoom and had great participation.  A transcript 
of  last Sunday’s sermon was sent out by e-blast.  All that being said, I still miss our gathering together in worship.  But 
until we meet again, 

I would like to encourage you to:
    •  Pray for all those who have been directly impacted by the spread of  this virus.  Pray for health care workers and others  
      who are making impactful decisions about the health of  our community, state, nation, and world.  
    •  Pray for our church - - that we will be creative and effective in living “the greater way” even while we are not gathering  
       together.  Pray for our church leaders to make decisions about how to protect the physical and spiritual health of  our 
      church family during these uncertain days. 
     •  Stay connected to each other.  Find effective ways to communicate with each other, and let the church staff  know if  
       there is someone who needs pastoral care.  Small-group communication will be vital during this difficult time.
     •  Worship with us in whatever ways you can.  We will be making worship resources available on-line so we can all be 
       on the same page, so to speak - - all of  us focusing on a common Scripture, theme, and message.  It’s not the same 
       as blending our hearts, minds, and voices together in person; but it’s the best we can do for now.  
     •  Be patient with us.  We are in unchartered territory and are doing the best we can to make wise and responsible   
       decisions.  
     •  Give generously.  The expenses, missions, and ministries of  the church will continue even though we are not passing 
       an offering plate.  You may give on-line through our website.

The decisions we have had to make in recent days have been agonizing decisions.  Conditions have been changing hourly, 
and the stress has been unprecedented.  I hope and pray that this crisis will be short-lived and we will be back to our 
normal schedule soon.  But in the meantime, I think we are learning some important lessons about what it means to be a 
community of  faith.  I love you all, and I hope to see you soon.  

Absence makes my heart grow fonder,
Stephen  

ALL GATHERINGS AND ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED THROUGH SATURDAY, APRIL 4

Based on new guidance from the CDC and government officials, all gatherings and activities are suspended on our 
campus through April 4.  This suspension may be extended at that time.  

As of  this publication, the church office will remain open and staff  ministers will be available.  However, again we ask that 
you do not come to the church campus but rather reach out to us by email or phone if  you have a need.  

We plan to distribute Stephen’s sermon again this Sunday through our Constant Contact e-blast and hope to have a video 
message to distribute as well.  If  you aren’t already communicating with us electronically, see Chuck’s article on the insert 
entitled “Staying Connected – To One Another and To God”.

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION
We will continue to mail the newsletter as long as it is safe for us to come into the church office. Please make sure you 
sign up for electronic delivery so you can stay in touch should we need to suspend the actual mailing of  the newsletter.



EVENTS CANCELLED
Leadership Retreat - March 21
Newcomers Class - March 22 and 29
XYZ - March 24
Egg-Stravaganza Egg Hunt - April 4

From the MinisterFrom the Minister
To Preschoolers and ChildrenTo Preschoolers and Children

Bethany Hovis (ext. 209) – bethany@ESBCgreenville.org

To My Loving Church Family,

When I came to Earle Street 
in the summer of  2018, during 
a time of  personal difficulty 
and sadness, I felt so blessed 
to be returning to a place that 
felt like home to me. I was, 
and still am, confident that 
God led me here, and I am 
so thankful for the love and 
support that have surrounded 
me since my arrival. This has 
been my safe place, a place of  

healing, and a wonderful working environment since day 
one. I thought I would be here for a very long time, but it 
seems that God had other plans for my life. Last summer, 
He introduced me to a wonderful man named Kevin—a 
Christian, business owner, and father who lives in Jefferson 
City, Tennessee. It did not take long for me to realize that 
Kevin was the person God had meant for me to find, and 
on February 28th, Kevin proposed, and I was thrilled to 
say “yes!” But as I prepare for our wedding and marriage, 
I also prepare for a move to Tennessee, which means I will 
be resigning as the Minister to Preschoolers and Children 
here at Earle Street, effective September 6, 2020.

Over the next six months, I will be working very hard 
to keep things moving in our preschool and children’s 
departments. I will also be supporting the church in every 
way possible to find the next person for this position. I 
believe the perfect person is out there, just waiting for us 
to find him/her, and I hope that whoever that person is, 
you will embrace and support him/her, just as you have 
me. 

Leaving Earle Street is the only thing that makes my 
engagement bittersweet. This has been and always will be 
a special place to me, and I will be coming back to visit 
often. Thank you so very much for every single amazing 
day you have given me here. I love you all.

Sincerely,

Bethany Hovis
Minister to Preschoolers and Children

Living The Greater Way During COVID-19

How do we live the Greater Way while we try to survive 
COVID-19?  How do we love our neighbor if  we can’t 
spend time with them?  How do we build and maintain 
relationships during a time of  isolation?

1. First, as Christians, we need to move through a crisis 
situation like COVID-19 with wisdom combined with a 
calm spirit anchored by God and combined with a deep 
concern for everyone’s wellbeing.  It would seem foolish 
to move through a pandemic with no protection, ignoring 
information provided to us, merely assuming that God 
will impart invincibility to all of  us.  Neither should we be 
handcuffed by our fear. The world is watching to see how 
we react to this public health situation.

2.  While none of  us wants to contract COVID-19, we need 
to understand that our main response to this virus is to try 
and protect the highest-risk people among us.  We choose 
not to gather with groups of  people at this time because 
we want to protect them from any potential exposure we 
may have.  We need to understand that, at this point in 
the cycle, social distancing is as much an act of  service to 
those at risk as it is to be by their side.

3.  Care for those in your neighborhood or circle of  friends 
who are at high risk.  Make sure they have groceries and 
medicine they need as they may be scared or hesitant to 
go out to get these things on their own. You can drop off  
groceries or supplies at their door for them to bring in 
after you leave.

4. Follow the guidance of  the CDC, health care officials 
and local government agencies.  Remember that the church 
is not a building, but rather God’s people.  We can connect 
without gathering.  Connect in different ways through 
online sermons, devotionals, prayer calls, text groups.  
Think outside your normal communication box!

5. Finally, let our voices be one of  calm preparedness.  Amid 
the chaos of  COVID-19, let us be marked with wisdom, 
calm and peace.  Let us be wise with our response and in 
prayer for those on the front lines of  health care.  The best 
way we can help now is by adhering to social distancing 
so we can slow down the spread of  the virus but let us be 
ready to serve those in need when this pandemic worsens.

From the MinisterFrom the Minister
Of  AdministrationOf  Administration

Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

EVENTS POSTPONED

Boy Scouts - April 7
Golf  Tournament - October 31



RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Cecil Buchanan     Joe Solesbee

Jim Mattos

Bill and Becky Swartzel and family upon the recent 
death of  their sister-in-law, Pat Hooper.

Louise Johnson and family upon the recent 
death of  her niece, Ashley Mcelreath.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, March 8, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements ........................................ $28,228
Budget Gifts ..................................................................... $19,107
Budget Requirements to Date .....................................$282,280
Budget Gifts to Date ....................................................$335,368

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT
PRAYER NEEDS                                                 

There are now three ways to
access the church prayer vine. 

1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

Trey and Elizabeth Griffin on the birth of  their 
daughter, Penelope Louise Griffin, born February 21. 

Penelope is the baby sister of  Savannah.

Justin and Ashley Patterson on the birth of  their
son, Fields Robert Patterson, born March 16.

Fields is the baby brother of
Reagan, Reese, and Graham.

CONGRATULATIONS

The Medical Ministry Team strongly encourages you to read and 
follow the guidelines listed below from the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC).

1. Listen and follow the directions of  your state and local 
authorities.

2. If  you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your 
medical provider.

3. If  your children are sick, keep them at home. Do not send 
them to school. Contact your medical provider.

4. If  someone in your household has tested positive for the 
coronavirus, keep the entire household at home. Do not go to 
work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider.

5. If  you are an older person, stay home and away from other 
people.

6. If  you are a person with a serious underlying health condition 
that can put you at increased risk (for example, a condition that 
impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune 
system), stay home and away from other people.

7. Even if  you are young, or otherwise healthy, you are at risk 
and your activities can increase the risk for others. It is critical 
that you do your part to stop the spread of  the coronavirus.

8. Work or engage in schooling from home whenever possible.

9. If  you work in a critical infrastructure industry, as defined 
by the Department of  Homeland Security, such as healthcare 
services and pharmaceutical and food supply, you have a special 
responsibility to maintain your normal work schedule. You and 
your employers should follow CDC guidance to protect your 
health at work.

10. Avoid social gatherings in groups of  more than 10 people.

11. Avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts 
- use drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options.

12. Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips, and social visits.

13. Do not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care 
facilities unless to provide critical assistance.

14. Practice good hygiene.

15. Wash your hands, especially after touching any frequently 
used item or surface.

16. Avoid touching your face.

17. Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of  your elbow.

18. Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as 
possible.

From the MedicalFrom the Medical
Ministry TeamMinistry Team
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PRAYER FOCUS
Follow us on our social media platforms and subscribe to our email list to 

receive focused prayers over the next few weeks.



From The Minister of  Youth and RecreationFrom The Minister of  Youth and Recreation
Lucy Wilkinson (ext. 212) – lucy@ESBCgreenville.org

I am overwhelmed to report that, despite a pandemic, we were able to raise $10,078 this past Saturday at Wildfire. The 
youth and I are so thankful to the Lord and to this church for your constant love and support. I want to say a special 
thanks to the Youth Committee for their hard work for the last 6 months in preparing and executing this event: Leah 
Tankersley and Susan Candee (food); Legare Shymske and Graham Sizemore (drinks); Anna Kay Lord (childcare); 
Chutnie Hewitt (clean-up); Tammy Dowdy and Linda Ard (décor); Catherine Dowdy (alumni).
Also, a huge thank you to Debbie Wilklow for our amazing silent auction; Will Middleton for his fun hosting skills and 
Tommy Wilkinson for all our publicity and flyers. This event is the definition of  a team effort and I am so thankful 
that we were able to pull it off!



STAYING CONNECTED – TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO GOD

In the wake of  the coronavirus outbreak, there is plenty of  fear and uncertainty to go around. As we increase our 
vigilance in fighting the spread of  the virus, we must also increase our vigilance in staying connected to one another 
and to God. We may find ourselves physically separated, but we can remain spiritually united by keeping in touch with 
one another and joining our hearts together in prayer. As we navigate the upcoming days, there are a number of  ways 
we can remain connected.

Stay in touch with the church
• Check the website (www.esbcgreenville.org)
• Check our Facebook and Instagram pages (search for esbcgreenville and follow and like our pages)
• Subscribe to our YouTube channel (search for Earle Street Baptist Church)
• Congregational Care Email (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to be added)
• The Home Page weekly newsletter (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to subscribe)

Stay in touch with each other
• Check the website (www.esbcgreenville.org)
• Check our Facebook and Instagram pages (search for esbcgreenville and follow and like our pages)
• Congregational Care Email (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to be added)
• The Home Page weekly newsletter (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to subscribe)
• Call, text, and email people in your “sphere of  influence,” e.g., people in your Sunday School class or Midweek 

Recharge group; people who sit near you in church; people who sit at your dinner table on Wednesday nights
• Look through the church pictorial directory to remind you of  people to contact

Stay in touch with God
• Set aside some time each day to hear from God by reading His Word and to let God hear from you by praying
• Set a reminder on your phone, tablet, or computer for time alone with God
• Subscribe to our YouTube channel for sermons and worship services 

And here’s a new way we can stay in touch with God and with each other.
Over the next couple of  weeks, we will be sharing a daily reminder with a specific topic for prayer by email and social 
media. This way, we can all be united in prayer even though we are not physically together. Please join us as we pray for 
God to pour out his grace, peace, love, and wisdom on all who are facing the challenges of  the coronavirus outbreak. 
In addition to praying, we will also act – but, calmed by the peace and presence of  God, we can act with clarity and 
purpose.

These are uncertain times, to be sure. As followers of  Jesus, we turn to God in times of  fear and uncertainty, as we 
do in times of  joy and celebration. In his letter written from prison, Paul tells the Philippian believers: “Don’t worry 
about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you 
will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds 
as you live in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7 NLT). It is my prayer that God’s peace will, indeed, guard our hearts and 
minds as we continue to live the greater way together. 

Staying Connected Financially
In addition to staying connected to God and your church family during this time of  crisis, we hope you’ll stay 
connected financially by continuing to give your tithes and offerings as you are able.  While we are not able to give our 
offerings during our worship services as normal, you may still give your gifts by mailing your check through the postal 
service.  Or for added convenience and safety, you may give your offering online through our online giving option on 
our web site.  Simply visit our web site and click on the “Give Online” tab at the top of  the home page.  Once there, 
you can give online through PayPal or with a credit/debit card.  You can also set up recurring payments.  Please call 
the church office if  you need assistance with online giving.


