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FROM THE PASTOR
Stephen Clyborne

We are all longing for the day when we can re-gather in person to worship as a church family in our 
Sanctuary again, and we anticipate that day will be here in the not-too-distant future.  Of course, when 
that long-awaited time comes, our gathering will not be like it used to be, and the decision to re-gather 
will not be as simple as picking a date and opening the doors.  We will continue to watch the public 
health trends and learn from the best practices of other churches as we get closer to making our plans 
about re-gathering.  Our ministers are methodically and proactively making a lot of preparations to 

adapt to the new realities we are facing and to ensure a safe environment for worshippers who attend. 
 
• Livestream - When we re-gather, we would like to be able to livestream our worship services so that people who do 

not feel comfortable attending, or people who are in high-risk categories, can watch our services live on-line while our  
congregation worships in our Sanctuary on Sunday mornings.  Weeks ago, when this public health crisis first began, we 
immediately took steps to order the equipment needed to livestream our worship services.  Due to increased demand 
for that kind of equipment, it is on backorder. When it arrives, Bryan Tankersley, a member of our Video Committee, 
will install it, and the rest of the Committee will receive the technological training to livestream our worship services. 
We will also continue to record our services and upload them to our website.

• Sanitation - When we re-gather, we want to have everything we need to ensure a safe environment.  We have ordered 
equipment and supplies (hand sanitizers, masks, toilet tissue, cleaning supplies, ropes to section off parts of the 
Sanctuary, signage, hand soap, etc.), and, as you know from your own personal experience, some of those supplies are 
in short supply, and are on back-order.

• Children - When we re-gather, since there will be no Sunday School or child care, our preschoolers and children 
(infants through fifth grade) will be gathering with their families in the Sanctuary, which means that our new schedule 
will include a service especially for families with preschoolers and children.  We are working to prepare age-appropriate 
materials for young children to keep them engaged while their parents and families are worshipping together with 
them in the Sanctuary.  

• Volunteers - When we re-gather, we will need new teams of volunteers, and there will be many new jobs to do.  Many 
of our former volunteers may no longer feel comfortable serving or even attending.  We will actually be discouraging 
senior adults and others who are in high-risk categories from volunteering to help, or even attending, which will 
significantly diminish our volunteer base.  We will need assistants to direct people in the Sanctuary to maintain proper 
social distancing, others to operate the elevators, others to direct traffic inside and outside our buildings, others to 
clean the Sanctuary and restrooms between services, others to monitor hand sanitizing stations, etc.

• Worship - When we re-gather, our worship will not be the same as it used to be.  Not only will Sanctuary seating be 
spaced out, but there will be no choirs or singing groups.  We may have to have overflow seating in the Fellowship 
Hall and/or Room 300, or multiple services, depending on how many people actually attend.  We plan to survey the 
congregation so we can estimate how many worshipers to anticipate.  We are also in the process of determining which 
of our accompanists and singers would be willing and available to help lead some of the musical elements of our 
services so we can plan meaningful worship services based on the level of participation.

• Schedule - When we re-gather, we will need to offer a modified Sunday Schedule to allow for as many worship services 
as we need, as well as sufficient time between services for appropriate cleaning and sanitizing.  That schedule cannot 
be set until we determine how many services will be required based on congregational input.

• Congregational Survey - When we re-gather, we hope to have input from the congregation that will help us make 
more definite plans.  Once we are ready to announce a date to re-gather, we will be sending a survey asking you to tell 
us when/whether you will feel comfortable gathering for worship in-person, and how you are willing to volunteer to 
help makes our plans a reality.

 
As you can see, there is light at the end of the tunnel, but still a lot of work to do and preparations to be made.  We hope 
to announce a date for our re-gathering very soon.  And until then, we continue to ask for your prayers, patience, support, 
cooperation, flexibility, and help to make our re-gathering far more joyful than frustrating.  It will take all of us pulling 
together and working together and praying together as we always have.  These are strange times, but God can be trusted 
to lead us and provide for us abundantly more than anything we can think or imagine.  

I love you all, and look forward to seeing you in-person soon.
 
Stephen



LIVING THE GREATER WAY AT A DISTANCE:
GIFTS TO AND THROUGH OUR CHURCH

These unsettling times have presented us with new reasons 
and new opportunities to live, love, and give “the greater 
way.”  Thank you so much for your continued faithfulness 
and generosity in supporting our church.  You may mail 
your offerings to ESBC, 225 West Earle Street – Greenville, 
SC  29609 or give online through our website: www.
esbcgreenville.org.
 
If you would like to give over and above your regular tithes 
and offerings to the church, you may designate an offering 
in one or more of these ways:
 
Benevolence Fund – This is a fund to provide temporary, 
short-term financial assistance for church members 
who need emergency relief because of the impact of the 
Coronavirus or for another legitimate reason.  This fund is 
administered by the Benevolence Committee in compliance 
with approved policies based on needs and availability of 
funds.    Make your gift to ESBC and designate it for the 
Benevolence Fund.

Coronavirus Relief – Some of our local mission partners 
are facing critical times and are asking for urgent help.  Our 
Mission Cluster Deacons are monitoring the needs and are 
channeling available funds from our church to help meet 
those needs.  Make your gift to ESBC and designate it for 
Coronavirus Relief.

Earle Street Academy – Because our weekday preschool 
program is supported by tuition, and because income 
from tuition has been greatly reduced, our church wants 
to take care of our own employees until the income stream 
is flowing again.  Make your gift to ESBC and designate it 
for the ESA.
 
Some church members have contacted the church office 
to let us know that they plan to designate the money they 
receive from the government stimulus package to one or 
more of these causes.  Prayerfully consider how God has 
blessed you and how you can bless others through your 
gifts to and through our church.

Tommy, Lucy, Maclaren, Owen and Bear Wilkinson 
upon the recent death of Tommy’s grandfather, 
Maclaren, Owen, and Bear’s, great-grandfather, 

Tom Baker. 
Jim and Connie Haynes and family upon the recent

death of Jim’s aunt, Brenice Murphree. 
Ralph and Barbara Aiken and family upon the recent 

death of Ralph’s sister, Marilyn Aiken Hayes. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, May 10, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$28,683
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$536,332
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$580,915

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Benevolence Ministry ...............................................$4,498
Covid-19 Disaster Relief ..........................................$3,214
Earle Street Academy Teachers Support ....................$6,368

From the Minster ofFrom the Minster of
Youth and RecreationYouth and Recreation

Lucy Wilkinson (ext. 212) – lucy@ESBCgreenville.org

YOUTH AND ADULT SUMMER TRIPS UPDATE
Below are the three trips that we have planned. I covet your 
prayers for wisdom and peace!
 
Bronx Mission Trip (Virtual Trip)

Look Up Lodge (June 28 - July 3rd)

Thailand Mission Trip (July 14-27th)
Thailand Update: We are re-scheduling our Thailand 
mission trip for the summer of 2021.



From the Minister Of AdministrationFrom the Minister Of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

A Mother’s Day Reflection –  Living Through This Pandemic
 
My grandmother died the day after Mother’s Day in 2011.  Although still living, the mother I knew left us in January 
of 2016, when my father died and her dementia finally won.  As I sit on my porch this Mother’s Day reflecting on how 
much I miss my mother and my grandmother, I’m reminded of an article I read on Facebook recently entitled “On living 
through a pandemic  . . “ written by Bob Pritchett.  In the article, the author recounts the many life changing events 
his grandmother lived through and survived in her lifetime.  My grandmother was only two years younger than his 
grandmother so his article made me think about everything my grandmother had lived through in her 95 years of life.
 
Grace Ballenger was born on August 3, 1914, just a few days after the first World War began.  She survived the Spanish 
Flu pandemic of 1918 that infected 500 million people and caused 50 million deaths worldwide.  She was fifteen years 
old when the stock market crashed and the Great Depression began.  Before Grace was twenty years old, she had married 
Faye Lewis Lanford and they welcomed their first baby, Carolyn, in August of 1933.  Carolyn lived for only a little over 
two months before she died. That same year FDR was instituting his New Deal and Adolph Hitler became chancellor in 
Germany.  By 1940, two more children followed, Shirley and Faye, Jr. (“Sonny”)  and World War II had begun in Europe.  
Faye Lanford was a lay Baptist preacher who worked at Lyman Printing and Finishing during the week and filled a pulpit 
on Sundays.  I remember my mother talking about the people in the church giving my grandfather eggs, sausage and 
chicken because they didn’t have money to pay him.  It was on the job at the Lyman Mill that my grandfather got his hand 
caught in a piece of the machinery and lost two of his fingers.  When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941, my 
grandmother was twenty-seven years old.  After Pearl Harbor, my mother told me that my grandmother installed blackout 
curtains in their home and they practiced hiding during raids in the event more attacks came on US soil.
 
Through the 40’s and 50’s, my grandmother cared for her family as they moved for my grandfather to pastor churches 
throughout the upstate of South Carolina.  During this time there were numerous diseases to avoid including mumps, 
measles and polio.  The Korean War started in 1950 and ended in 1953, just before the start of the Vietnam War which 
would last for twenty years.  Toward the end of that decade, Grace saw her daughter married and in the early 60’s, her son 
was married.  My grandmother watched anxiously as the Cuban Missile Crisis almost brought Cuba and the United States 
to war in 1962 and grieved with the rest of the nation as Kennedy was assassinated in 1963.
 
The 1970’s were one disaster after another. The economy was in the tank.  Airline flights were frequently hijacked.  A U.S. 
President resigned.  Oil prices soared and gasoline was rationed.  By 1981 there was a recession.  By the mid-90’s, things 
had turned around once again.  Grace and Faye were in their 80’s, were retired and enjoying their great-grandchildren.  
But then in 1994, Grace lost her youngest child, Sonny, to colon cancer.  He was 64.  My grandmother often lamented 
that no parent should outlive their child.  She lived to see the 9/11 attacks in 2001 and lost her husband in 2007.  Grace 
Ballenger Lanford lived a long, full and blessed life until she died on May 9, 2011, the day after Mother’s Day.
 
In recent days, as I’ve worried about the current pandemic, I have thought back to all of the events my grandmother lived 
through and survived.   These scary and uncertain times are not unique to our generation.  In fact, our current situation 
is certainly much better than some that previous generations have had to endure.  While there is a lot about the current 
pandemic that we don’t know, we certainly live with more knowledge, understanding and predictability than people 
throughout history.  If these previous generations can survive and endure their hardships, then certainly we can.  If my 
grandmother could survive, endure and thrive, then surely I can do the same.   Certainly I can choose to do the same.
 

“I’ve learned by now to be quite content whatever my circumstances. I’m just as happy with little as with 
much, with much as with little. I’ve found the recipe for being happy whether full or hungry, hands full 

or hands empty. Whatever I have, wherever I am, I can make it through anything in the One who 
makes me who I am.”

 
Philippians 4:12-14 (The Message)



Please consider joining one of our Sunday School classes
and one of our Discipleship Groups. Email Chuck Emory at 

chuck@esbcgreenville.org or call 233-5332, ext. 203. 


