
THE HOME PAGETHE HOME PAGE
Volume No. 48              April 9, 2020             Issue No. 13

ALL GATHERINGS AND ACTIVITIES ARE 
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

 
 “For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but 

one of power, love, and sound judgment.”
2 Timothy 1:7  

With the uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 crisis 
and at the request of the CDC as well as local and national 
health officials, all gatherings and activities at ESBC are 
suspended until further notice. This includes the suspension 
of  Wednesday and Sunday activities. We are eager to resume 
all services as soon as possible, and will be monitoring 
the situation closely.   Once it is safe to gather together 
physically, we will make an appropriate announcement 
at that time.   Until then we will be undertaking efforts 
to remain close as a congregation through delivering of 
services online, encouraging virtual group meetings, and 
contacts and communication with our members.

The church staff is also heeding the advice of the CDC to 
practice social distancing.  As long as it is safe to do so, one 
member of our ministry staff will be available in the church 
office to answer your phone calls.   While we may not be 
available in the church office, we are available by cell phone 
and by email.
  
We will continue to monitor the recommendations from 
the CDC as well as government and health officials when 
making plans for the future.  Any changes or developments 
will be communicated using our normal channels – our 
web site, our Facebook page, our weekly newsletter and 
eblasts.  For more information on how to sign up for these 
channels, please email info@esbcgreenville.org.

FROM THE PASTOR
Stephen Clyborne

These are trying times; and the 
economic impact on so many people in 
our church and community has been 
profound.  As I said in my article last 
week, our church remains committed 

to living “the greater way” and “loving our neighbors” all 
the way through this crisis and beyond.  Sometimes  our 
church “neighbors” are across the street.  Sometimes they 
are around the world.  And sometimes they are actually in 
our building.
      One of our most immediate opportunities to love our 
neighbors is to support the Earle Street Academy, which is 
the weekday preschool education ministry of our church.  
We have a responsibility to take care of our teachers and 
administrators who are not working now because the school 
is closed.  Since parents are not required to pay tuition, 
there is no income stream.  And because we do not pay into 
the unemployment system, our employees are not eligible 
for unemployment benefits.   Thankfully, the government 
stimulus package will soon provide some much-needed 
relief, and the church will provide financial support in 
compliance with appropriate policies and procedures.  In 
the meantime, the ESA Committee is sponsoring a laundry 
detergent fundraiser which you may support by visiting 
www.earlestreetacademy.org.
     Our church owes a great debt of gratitude to Shanna 
Johnson, our Earle Street Academy Director, for her 
passionate and extraordinary leadership during these 
unsettling times.  She has represented our church and our 
Academy with remarkable vision and diligence, and I am 
so thankful to have her as a vital part of our ministry team.

EASTER ISN’T CANCELLED!
HOLY WEEK SERVICES VIDEOS

While lots of events are currently being cancelled, Holy 
Week and Easter are not!  While we may not be able to 
worship in person this year, we plan to have our Holy Week 
services online. On Thursday and Friday, April 9 and 10, 
the videos for our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
Tenebrae services will be available starting at 6:30 pm on 
those specific days.  Then on Easter Sunday, we can all 
celebrate the resurrection of our Savior during our Easter 
Celebration service, again available for viewing at 9:00 am 
on Sunday, April 12.

We hope you’ll plan to join us and share these special 
services with your friends and family. If you still haven’t 
signed up yet to receive email communications from the 
church, including links directly to these special services, 
send an email to info@esbcgreenville.org today. 

MINISTER TO PRESCHOOLERS AND CHILDREN 
SEARCH COMMITTEE

The following people have been enlisted by the Personnel 
Committee to serve as the Search Committee to prayerfully 
seek a new Minister to Preschoolers and Children.  Please 
be in prayer for the members of this Committee as they 
begin their important work.
 
Elizabeth Johnson                                    At-large member
Julie Rau                                                  At-large member
Mary Beth Young                                     ESA Committee
Rebecca Register                      Preschool Ministry Council 
Sally Middleton                       Children’s Ministry Council        
Stephen Clyborne                        Senior Pastor (ex-officio)



LIVING THE GREATER WAY AT A DISTANCE:
GIFTS TO AND THROUGH OUR CHURCH

These unsettling times have presented us with new reasons 
and new opportunities to live, love, and give “the greater 
way.”  Thank you so much for your continued faithfulness 
and generosity in supporting our church.  You may mail 
your offerings to ESBC, 225 West Earle Street – Greenville, 
SC  29609 or give online through our website: www.
esbcgreenville.org.
 
If you would like to give over and above your regular tithes 
and offerings to the church, you may designate an offering 
in one or more of these ways:
 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American 
Missions (AAEO) – Many Baptist missionaries in 
North America are dependent upon this offering for 
their livelihood and support.  With regular offerings 
being interrupted by the Coronavirus pandemic, there is 
an urgent need to support our missionaries so they will 
not have to be furloughed.  Our church offering goal is 
$10,000.  So far, we have received $4,427 toward that goal.  
Make your gift to ESBC, and designate it for the AAEO.

Benevolence Fund – This is a fund to provide temporary, 
short-term financial assistance for church members 
who need emergency relief because of the impact of the 
Coronavirus or for another legitimate reason.  This fund is 
administered by the Benevolence Committee in compliance 
with approved policies based on needs and availability of 
funds.    Make your gift to ESBC and designate it for the 
Benevolence Fund.

Coronavirus Relief – Some of our local mission partners 
are facing critical times and are asking for urgent help.  Our 
Mission Cluster Deacons are monitoring the needs and are 
channeling available funds from our church to help meet 
those needs.  Make your gift to ESBC and designate it for 
Coronavirus Relief.

Earle Street Academy – Because our weekday preschool 
program is supported by tuition, and because income 
from tuition has been greatly reduced, our church wants 
to take care of our own employees until the income stream 
is flowing again.  Make your gift to ESBC and designate it 
for the ESA.
 
Some church members have contacted the church office 
to let us know that they plan to designate the money they 
receive from the government stimulus package to one or 
more of these causes.  Prayerfully consider how God has 
blessed you and how you can bless others through your 
gifts to and through our church.

PRAYER VINE FOR URGENT PRAYER NEEDS                                                 
There are now three ways to

access the church prayer vine. 
1. Text or call Kathy Kincaid at 864-430-3521.
2. Email Frank Tedards at tedardsf@gmail.com.

3. Call Alver Maheras at 864-233-1047.

PRAYER VINE MINISTRY

BUDGET REPORT
Sunday, April 5, 2020
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$28,228
Budget Gifts ...........................................................$29,083
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$395,192
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$428,098

EVENTS POSTPONED
Golf Tournament - October 31

EVENTS CANCELLED
Operation Inasmuch - April 25

JoAnn Oswell, Eric and Elissa Livingston 
upon the recent birth of JoAnn’s great-grandson, 

Eric and Elissa’s grandson, Layken Isaiah Duckett, 
born April 2, 2020.   Layken is the son of 
Isaiah Duckett and Lauren McCombis.

CONGRATULATIONS

FLOWERING CROSS
The flowering cross, which we have always enjoyed 
decorating on Easter Sunday morning, will not be 

out on Easter Sunday this year. Instead, we will put it 
out for everyone to decorate with flowers on the first 

Sunday we are able to worship together again.



JOIN US IN PRAYER
The Prayer Team of ESBC encourages us to pray daily for the many needs and requests surrounding the public health situation.  You 
are invited and encouraged to stop at 12:00 noon each day and join with others from our church family in lifting our prayers to our 
Father. Some prayers are listed below, but for other suggestions, please visit our website. 

As we journey through Holy Week in a much different way this year, pray for those who are alone and isolated and navigating these 
uncertain days without the support of loved ones to help meet their needs and to provide love, comfort, and encouragement.
 
As we face the reality of going through the next several days without gathering for Holy Week services and Easter Sunday worship, 
pray for the church – not just Earle Street Baptist Church, but all of God’s people all over the world – as it finds new ways, even in 
the midst of chaos and uncertainty, to celebrate and share the unchanging reality of Jesus’ love.
 
On this blessed Good Friday, thank God for His indescribable gift of salvation, reconciliation, and eternal life through the life, death, 
and resurrection of our Lord and Savior and Brother and Friend, Jesus Christ.

One of my favorite devotional writers is Jennifer Dukes Lee.  Jennifer and her family live in Iowa where they are farmers.  
She has two daughters, one of which is a high school senior this year.  Jennifer just seems to have a way that really speaks 
to me, especially here in our current situation.  Last Wednesday Jennifer shared a post that I would like to share with you 
this week.  Before you continue reading this article, find your Bible and read Luke 4.  Then read on to see how Jesus would 
deal with being quarantined.
 
“As you've been tucked away in your homes, have you ever wondered how Jesus would handle quarantine? Have you 
thought about how he'd handle being isolated?
 
I was blown away this morning when I read Luke 4. If you've ever doubted it before, doubt no more: Jesus gets what we 
are going through. He willingly separated himself from community, and spent 40 days in the wilderness.
 
Here are three things we can learn from Jesus about how to  function in the time of coronavirus.
 
1. SEEK DISCIPLINED ACTIONS OVER EARTHLY COMFORT. This is hard for me. I want out of this house. I 
want to take a field trip to Target, too. I'm tired of the same meals on rotation. Jesus gets it. Not only was he faced with 
low provisions, like food, he was tempted ruthlessly by the devil, who first tried to get him to turn stones to bread. Right 
about now, who wouldn't like to turn a rock into a roll of toilet paper?
 
Jesus refused. He would have had a legitimate excuse for turning a stone to bread; he was hungry. But Jesus knew there was 
greater good in staying the course, than in letting down his guard for a moment of earthly pleasure.
 
2. KNOW WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT THINGS. There's something interesting to note about the devil's temptation 
of Jesus. One of the devil's tactics is using Scripture, and distorting it. Jesus knows better. All three times, Jesus responds 
with Scripture. The truth is, Satan knows Scripture too, so it is more important than ever that we know and obey God's 
word as we go through this trial.
 
I need Scriptures to help me with anxiety, anger, aggravation, ambivalence, apprehension, and adversity. And that's just 
the As! Let's use this time wisely and immerse ourselves in the Greatest Story ever told.
 
3. THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL LEAD YOU. It's tempting to believe that we are alone in this. After all, many of us are 
isolated. Take time every day to remember that the Holy Spirit is with you, and in you. That's how it was for Jesus. "Jesus, 
full of the Holy Spirit ... was led by the Spirit" during his 40-day quarantine.
 
As it was with Jesus, the Holy Spirit is IN you -- and He is LEADING you.
 
Jesus came out of that quarantine strong and ready to embark on a life-changing ministry. God will shape, mold, and 
sanctify you as well. There are gifts here in the solitude, quietness, and moments of reflection. He wastes nothing. Not 
even this.
 
Stay home. Stay the course. Stay in the word.
 
Whenever you find yourself in the wilderness, God will always be there for you.”
 
You can find more from Jennifer on her Facebook page and at her website, www.JenniferDukesLee.com.

From the Minister Of AdministrationFrom the Minister Of Administration
Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org
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STAY CONNECTED:
 THROUGH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL AND DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS

During these extraordinary circumstances in which we find ourselves, it is more important than ever that we all find 
ways to stay connected to each other and to God. I have been encouraged by how our church family has found new 
ways to do the old things like worship, prayer, missions, fellowship, and all kinds of ministry. If you have not found 
a way to stay connected to the mission and ministry of ESBC, please consider joining one of our small groups. Along 
with our Children’s and Youth Ministries, our Adult Sunday School classes and Discipleship Groups are still going 
strong! Here are some of the things our adult groups are doing to keep us all connected.

Sunday School
Our Sunday School classes are the primary way we break into small groups at ESBC. All of our classes are finding 
ways – through phone calls, emails, texts, and Facebook messages – to stay in touch with each other and make sure 
no one is going through these strange days alone. Some of our classes also are using technology to deliver lessons and 
meet together on a regular basis. Here are some options.

Zoom Video Conference Meetings
    Early Bird (Teachers: Margaret Love, Frank Hawkins)
   N.O.P. (No One’s Perfect) (Teacher: Libby Young)
   Daily Bread (Teachers: Mary Beth Young, Meredith Smith)
   Round Table (Teachers: Emory Hendrix, Will Middleton, Stuart Moore, Amy Moore)
   Reflections (Teachers: David Clyborne, Wendell Cothran, John Kincaid)
   Foundations (Teachers: Grey Register, Rebecca Register)
   
Telephone Audio Meetings
   The Journey (Teachers: Andy Burns, Barbara Massey)

Email Lessons
   Loaves and Fishes (Teachers: Don Kirkland, Ron Bridwell)
   Welcome All God’s Children (Teacher: Jimmy Stenhouse)

Discipleship Groups

Our Discipleship Groups are also continuing to meet – virtually – on a regular basis. These groups are another way to 
plug into a small group and live the greater way at ESBC:

Men’s Discipleship Group (Leaders: Ted Brigman and Andy Burns)
Women’s Parenting Group 1 (Leaders: Jan Brown and Jean Brown)
Women’s Parenting Group 2 (Leaders: Kathryn Brooks and Harriet McCarrell)
Essential Lessons about Life (Leader: Don Kirkland)
Just as the coronavirus outbreak began to disrupt our schedule and preclude our in-person gatherings, Don Kirkland 
was about to start leading a new Midweek Recharge Wednesday night course called “Essential Lessons about Life.” 
Drawing from truths gleaned from a lifetime of study and experience, Don was going to guide the group through some 
essential takeaways about what it means to live as a follower of Jesus. I am happy to report that, in lieu of a weekly 
gathering, Don is going to lead a weekly study by email.

Get Connected
As stated above, during these days when we cannot get together physically, it is more important than ever that we 
stay connected in new and creative ways. Please consider joining one of our Sunday School classes and one of our 
Discipleship Groups. Just email or call me (chuck@esbcgreenville.org; 864-233-5332 ext. 203), and I will help you 
get connected. If you lead a Sunday School class or another group that is finding new ways to share lessons and other 
content, please let me know. We will update this list as we learn of new opportunities for us all to stay connected.

From the Associate PastorFrom the Associate Pastor
Chuck Emory (ext. 203) – chuck@ESBCgreenville.org



STAYING CONNECTED

Stay in touch with the church
• Check the website (www.esbcgreenville.org)
• Check our Facebook and Instagram pages (search for esbcgreenville and follow and like our pages)
• Subscribe to our YouTube channel (search for Earle Street Baptist Church)
• Congregational Care Email (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to be added)
• The Home Page weekly newsletter (email info@esbcgreenville.org and ask to subscribe)

Stay in touch with each other
• Call, text, and email people in your “sphere of influence,” e.g., people in your Sunday School class or Midweek 

Recharge group; people who sit near you in church; people who sit at your dinner table on Wednesday nights
• Look through the church pictorial directory to remind you of people to contact

Post a photo
and tag us! 

@esbcgreenville

WE WANT 
TO SEE YOU! 

How did you 
celebrate 

Holy Week?


